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FREE EYE SCREENING CAMP

A free eye screening camp was arranged at Shaula, Patuakhali from January 15-17, 2009.
Three doctors from the Ispahani Institute of Ophthalmology volunteered to perform eye screen-
ing and treatment for the villagers. Hundreds of people of all ages from the area and nearby vil-
lages received treatment in this camp.

Camp Location: Shaula,
Patuakhali, Bangladesh

Date: January 15-17, 2009
Total Patients examined: 978
Diagnosed conditions in: 422
Attending Doctors: 3

Patients came from (Covered
Area): South & North Shaula,
Karpur-kathi, Baje Sondip,

s $& "8 Bashbaria, Bauphal, Patuakhali

Arranged with the help of:
- Rights and Sight for Children (RSC)

- Ispahani Institute of Ophthalmology

- Terre Des Homes-Netherlands

Julekha Bibi, 70 years old, travelled far to

Both young and old formed long lines
be checked

for eye screening

A large number of infants and young children were e~ xamined by the eye doctors
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“l have to play a role in making changessaid Saika Belal Nitol a junior at
the College of William & Mary. Recently Nitol vigid Bangladesh and
volunteered for DCI. This is what she felt in logn words.

“I worked as a volunteer in the DCI's Health CenteiDhaka. It is a small
free clinic that offers treatment to those living the nearby slums, or
working as servants. As a volunteer, | had theumiopportunity to work
directly with the patients and the doctor. | hae tipportunity to learn how a
free clinic works and the work and resource inpliéd go towards making an
urban free clinic functional. But more importantl{hrough my direct
interaction with the residents of slum, | saw finsind the health problems
and hardships that plague the poor. These ardebapg, eating, sleeping
and bathing in most of Dhaka’s garbage. They wenekihg dirty water.
They were washing their clothes and pots and partkd same water that
they bathe in and also use as their toilet. | capnbinto words the extent of
need and suffering that | saw there but | know thsihowed me how desper-
ately change must take place. And | was happy e¢ctisgt DCI is a part of the change that needs ppéra | saw that the people in
even the innermost parts of the slums were familign DCI workers. | was happy to see that the D¢2im is very effective and car-
ries out their work with complete dedication andgan.

| also went on a trip to northern part of Banglddts visit a school in a rural village. This was mpst uplifting experience and one
that | will always treasure. | had the chance telmate Friendship Day with the children in thikigol. | am truly honored by the
genuine friendship they showed me. Most of thedehit in this school were sponsored children. | Aagonderful time talking to
them about what they learn in school, what theyaldgastime, what they want to be when they growaip. | was truly inspired by
DCI’'s work that day because it showed me that emea place where education is not always easilesgble, and the future of
children is bound to be like that of their paredte to lack of opportunity, there is a way to efifeely allow families to continue
unhampered with their livelihoods and at the saime tallow their children to acquire an educatiom amake their way towards a
brighter hope-filled future. | am forever indebteedDCI for all that | learned, the beautiful tihspent and the heartfelt inspiration
that | took away from my trip.” -Saika Belal Nitol, College of William & Mary, Wéimsburg, VA
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