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Sun Child Sponsorship  

Program (SCSP) 

Monthly Report — March, 2013 

The Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP), DCI’s flagship program, has been operating in Bangladesh since 

2005.  Through this program we are sponsoring 1500 children in remote villages of Patuakhali, Nilphamari, Feni 

and Hobiganj.  The program provides education, health care and family support and thus helps to protect chil-

dren from child labor.    

Join DCI on Facebook! 
Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities   

Join us on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International 

SCSP Children of Patuakhali Project celebrate World Water Day 
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Activity at a Glance — March, 2013 

Celebration of World Water Day 

DCI’s rural project area offices of the Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) celebrated World 

Water Day 2013 in the supported villages of Patuakhali, Feni, Nilphamari and Habiganj districts on 

22nd March. DCI workers and guests spoke to sponsored children and families on critical topics re-

lated to water, health and sanitation. 

The children, families, and other community members learned that:  

 According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), an estimated 2000 children die everyday 

across the world from diarrheal diseases and of these some 1800 deaths are linked to water, sanitation and 
hygiene. 

 Almost 90 per cent of child deaths from diarrheal diseases are directly linked to contaminated water, lack of 

sanitation, or inadequate hygiene, said a statement issued by the UNICEF on Friday to mark World Water 
Day. 

 Malnutrition, linked to dirty water, inadequate sanitation, and hygiene, is estimated to lead to death in an 

additional 2,350 children under the age of five each day. 

 Almost 20 million people are at the risk of drinking arsenic infested water. 

 More than 3.4 million people die each year from water, sanitation, and hygiene-related causes. Nearly all 

deaths, 99 percent, occur in the developing world. 

 Lack of access to clean water and sanitation kills children at a rate equivalent of a jumbo jet crashing every 

four hours. 

 More people have a mobile phone than a toilet. 
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DCI’s Feni project office organized  

a World Water Day 2013 celebration 

at Maizbaira village of Feni Sadar 

Upazilla. After an awareness rally 

the DCI field-office organize a yard 

meeting at our Sun Child families 

front-yards.  The Sun-Child mem-

bers, their families  and neighbors 

attended the session and learned 

various facts on water, health and 

hygiene issues. 

Yard meeting at Feni Project 

Our Nilphamari office celebrated 

World Water Day 2013 at our pro-

ject office at Gabrol village, Upazilla 

Jaldhaka, in Nilphamari district. A 

rally eventually proceeded toward 

the village interior and people from 

various ages and background spon-

taneously participated with the DCI 

children and their guardians. After 

the rally an awareness developing 

session was conducted in the pro-

ject-office meeting room.  Children of Nilphamari Project 

Habiganj project office celebrated 

World Water Day 2013 in Jhitka vil-

lage, Upazilla Jaldhaka, Nilphamari 

District. Children, parents and com-

munity leaders joined the celebra-

tion. 

Children & parents of Habiganj Project 
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Activity at a Glance — March, 2013 

Pre-School Activity 
We have a curriculum for our pre-primary schools including games, rhymes, songs, dance, and 

freehand painting activities. Bengali and English alphabets along with numbers were included 

in the curriculum for preparing children for class 1 in primary school. As of March 2013 our pre-

schools has completed the following syllabus: 

Bangla Learn, identify, write and make words using initial Bangla vowels. 

English Learn English alphabet from A to H, write and make words using these letters. 

Math Learn numbers from 6-10, learn about distance near/far. 

Game Finding leader 

Health Eye care 

General Knowledge Learn the names of days of the week 

Extra curricular Songs and rhymes 

Drawing Mango 

Children doing daily activities and parents meeting at pre-schools 

Sponsor a Child Today at www.distressedchildren.org 
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Activity at a Glance — March, 2013 

Family Support Program (FSP)  

Our Family Support Program (FSP) is operating in our four project areas (Patuakhali, Feni, Habi-

ganj and Nilphamari districts) supporting 603 mothers who have been divided into 36 groups. Every 

week they meet to discuss their essential needs, facilitated by DCI workers. The attendance rate at 

these meetings during the month of January was 91%. To support Income Generating Activity 

(IGA), the mothers deposit money in this program's common fund and withdraw money as needed. 

In January they saved 26958 Taka and withdrew 35716 taka from previous savings.  

Loan Disbursement in March, 2013 

Loan purpose No. of members Loan Amount (Tk.) 

Small business 1 10000 

Cow rearing 8 80000 

Beef fattening 2 18000 

Agriculture 4 32000 

House rebuilding 1 10000 

Rickshaw van 1 5000 

Grocery business 1 10000 

Total 18 165000 

Need for Sun Child Sponsorship Program: 

 Bangladesh has a population of 154.7 million and is one of the world’s most densely populated countries. 

 50% of the population lives below the poverty line, 36% on less than $1 a day. 

 42% below the poverty line are less than 18 years old and 11% are less than 5. 

 The primary school dropout rate is 35%, with the primary reason being poverty and need to work. 

 Nearly 5 million children between the ages of 5 and 15 are employed, most receiving little or no pay. 

 450,000 children live on the streets in Bangladesh. 

 Widening income gaps give rise to trafficking and commercial exploitation of children. 

  

Mothers receives loan from field office Weekly FSP Meeting 
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Weekly FSP Meeting 

After School Tutoring 

About 927 children of SCSP have after-school tutoring support in March. More over 63 tutors have 

helped them with preparing their homework. 

Activities in tutoring group on March: 

 Homework preparation—According to their school assignment 

 Special counseling for slow learners 

 Drawing & general knowledge based on their school textbook 

 Health & hygiene: learned about water related diseases and clean water 

 Monthly evaluation of knowledge: test for children on their syllabus for March 

 Monthly tutor training for next month and taking feedback on last month’s activities 

 Monthly meeting with mothers was held on specific agendas such as World Water Day, water-

borne diseases, children attendance in school and coaching 

Tutor training Parents meeting 

Children with their tutor Tutor monthly evaluation 
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SPECIAL THANKS  to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment to DCI’s 

programs and mission. We welcome you to DCI, and we look forward to working with you in this 

most important mission. Together we can change the world, one child at a time. 

Case Study – March 2013 

Rima and her family need urgent support 

Rima is 13 years old and a student of class five. Her father was the only earning member of the house-

hold supporting the six member family (his three daughters, wife, and elderly mother). Recently Rima’s 

father became incapable of working after a terrible motorbike accident. Rima’s family now has no source 

of income now other than a very small amount of cash from her mother’s part-time job as a housemaid. 

They have no land or any other asset to sell for their father’s treatment. With the present tiny amount of 

income it has become a challenge to her mother to provide three basic meals to the family, let alone any 

other necessities. In spite of all the hardships, Rima and her two sisters are still continuing with their 

studies, but this cannot continue if the family doesn’t receive immediate financial support. Rima and her 

family needs support urgently for her father’s treatment so that he can start earning again. Her mother 

requires assistance so that she can start a small business or receive training for any kind of feasible 

long-term income generating activity. 

These Children Need Your Help to Go to School! 

Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org 

 


