FEBRUARY, 2013

DCI Newsletter

Sponsored children of Patuakhali, with their new books for the new year.

Announcement: 2013 Conference on Child Rights & Sight
On behalf of Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI),
we cordially invite you, your family, and friends to join our 4th Conference on Child Rights and Sight. Please save the date as it is
never too early to plan for a great event!

Date & Time
Saturday, September 28, 2013
8:30 am — 7:00 pm

Location
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS:
We encourage you to submit an abstract for oral or poster presentation. The conference will focus on issues of child rights, child labor, poverty alleviation, blindness prevention, empowering the underprivileged through education, public health, mental and physical
well-being of youth, leadership, teamwork, and volunteering. To find
abstract guidelines and related information visit http://
www.distressedchildren.org/

The Anlyan Center (TAC) Auditorium
Yale University, 300 Cedar St.,
New Haven, Connecticut

Conference Fees
$30 for attendees
$10 for students
*Lunch and Networking Reception are free

The DCI Conference on Child Rights & Sight convenes leaders from the fields of child rights, global health,
international development, and social entrepreneurship to:
 discuss the nature of child poverty in the 21st century and promote awareness of children’s rights in
local, national, and international communities
 provide a forum for discussing creative, community-driven methods for addressing child labor, hunger,
and poverty throughout the world
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SCSP Activity at a Glance
Field Officer and Tutor Training
A training program was organized for the field workers
and 38 tutors from the after-school tutoring program.
Mart and Elly, co-founder of an organization in the
Netherlands called P3M, gave this training Field officers and tutors were organized into 5 groups and
trained on the following subjects:
1. English conversation
2. Teaching aids
3. Basic computer skills

Family Support Program (FSP)
Our Family Support Program (FSP) at present includes 603 mothers in our four project areas
(Patuakhali, Feni, Habiganj and Nilphamari). They
are organized into groups. Every week they meet to
discuss their economic situations, essential needs,
what they can do to improve income. The attendance
rate at these meetings during the month of January
was 91%. Due to Income Generating Activities (IGA)
mothers save money in this fund and withdraw money as needed. At the end of the month the total
amount of their savings was 705938 Taka. 25 mothers received 215000 Taka as a loan for various purposes. The mothers also repaid 206066 taka of previous loans. All loans are interest free.

Loan disbursement in January, 2013
Loan purpose

No. of members

Loan Amount

Small business

03

20000

Cow rearing

06

56000

Agriculture

14

126000

House rebuilding

01

8000

Rickshaw Van

01

5000

Total

25

215000
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SCSP Activity at a Glance
Pre-Primary Schools
Following the success of the previous year, DCI organized 10 pre-primary schools in a more effective way
for the new year. In the year of 2012, 130 boys and 155 girls successfully completed their course from 10
preschools. In January of this year, all of them were successfully admitted to formal govt. primary school in
grade one. For 2013, DCI has included 139 boys and 155 girls in 10 pre-primary schools. They have started attending the school and are enjoying their lessons. See the summary below for more Information on
these pre-primary schools.
Sl No

Name and location of Pre School

Name of the Teacher

1

Hayatunnessa Pre-school,
Hayatunnesa Girls High School, Kalaiya
Bazar;

2

North Karpurkathi Pre-school,
Uttar Karpurkathi Govt. Pry School Campus,

Kulsum Begum

Jhamur Jesmin

3

North Kalaiya Pre-school,
Uttar Kalaiya Govt. Pry School Campus,

North Shaula Pre-school,
Uttar Shoula Govt. Pry School Campus,

Taslima Akter

4

Nazmin Jahan

5

South Shaula Pre-school,
Dhakin Shoula Govt. Pry School Campus,

Nasima Begum

6

Middle Karpurkathi Pre-school,
Madhya Karpurkathi Govt. Pry School
Campus,

Morsheda Akter

7

South Karpurkathi Pre-school,
Dakhin Karpurkathi Govt. Pry School
Campus
Ali Akbar Pre-school,
Ali Akbar RNGPS Campus,

Hasina Akter

8

Rahima Akter

9

Karpurkathi Islamia Pre school.
Bagi Islamia Adarsha Govt. Pry School
Campus.
DCI Pre-school
Dhakhin Purbo Shoula Non Govt Primary school campus

Tania Akter

10

Tripti Rani

Student

Total

Boy

Girl

17

11

28

16

14

30

11

23

34

11

19

20

13

12

25

15

15

30

14

14

28

17

11

28

15

15

30

10

15

25

Remarks
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Dipali’s Story — her family needs your help!
Dipali is 11 years old and is currently in
class four. Her father passed away in August
2012 due to a brain stroke. Her family consists of
three members: herself, her brother, and their
mother. Her two elder sisters got married last
year when Dipali’s father was still alive. When
their father was alive, he took a loan from DCI
and utilized the money to run a profitable small
business. With the help of this income, the family
developed themselves and elevated their family
condition. They also reimbursed the loan money
to DCI in a timely manner.
After her father’s death, with the only income source gone, Dipali and her family are in
great trouble. Her mother works at a neighbor’s
house, but it’s not sufficient to meet their household expenditures. It’s tragic to hear that they are
now unable to eat three times a day. The one
positive thing in this bleak situation is that Dipali
and her brother are still continuing their studies.
They go to school as well as DCI’s coaching center regularly.
However, Dipali’s family’s desired position in society is now closed to them because of
her father’s unfortunate death. Their financial hardship has brought them to the doorstep of crippling poverty, and as a result, they are suffering alienation from society. Who will provide for their basic needs? How
will they survive? These are questions that we never stop asking ourselves.
We need the support of concerned people like you to ensure the future of this family, and others in
our project areas requiring extra assistance due to family tragedies. Please consider making a contribution
of any amount to DCI’s General Fund or Emergency Fund. All contributions to these funds go directly toward helping families like these.
SPECIAL THANKS to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment to DCI’s programs and mission. We welcome you to DCI, and we look forward to working with you in this most important mission. Together we can change the world, one child at a time.
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Kallayanpur Pre-school at a glance
In the slum when parents go to work, younger children are often left unattended or with an older
sibling who should be at school. They also have limited access to nutrition, water, health, hygiene, and education. Since the children spend their day wandering on the street, they are at risk
of getting involved in drugs and other organized crimes. Children are under nourished and without
proper clothing. They do not have adequate or hygienic living space and lack access to safe
drinking water and toilets. The DCI Center provides childcare support, healthcare for infants and
toddlers, tutoring/mentoring help for school-aged kids.

Field Trip:
Children were taken to a field trip to the national Zoo at Mirpur and Lalbagh Fort, Dhaka. The Children saw different types of animals at the Zoo that they have seen in their books. This month
they also went to Lalbagh Fort. Children spent long time and played together on the ground inside
the Fort.

Children at National Zoo

Children at Lalbagh Fort

Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.

Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Sun Child Home at a glance
In Bangladesh the month of January, February new school year starts, the weather is cool and so
the annual sports event , cultural events are held during these months.
Our children of the Sun child home attended different programs during these months.
Annual Sports: The children participated in
different events at the annual sports competition. Eight girls are attending this school. All of
them participated in different types of races,
like chocolate race, 100 meter race, etc. Six of
the eight girls won prizes in the events.

Annual Cultural Event: On January 24, 2013,
the children participated in a cultural program at
Kisholoy Girls School & College. The event was
arranged as a farewell program for the SSC
(Secondary School Certificate) candidate. The
school committee invited the girls of Sun Child
Home to perform a dance at the program.

Field Trip: The children are frequently

taken to historic locations and other enjoyable places, where they can learn and
have fun. Recently they were taken to
the National Zoo in Mirpur, Dhaka. The
children saw different types of animals
and birds there, and identified the animals they have seen in their books. Ms.
Khurshid Jahan Shelly accompanied the
children on this fieldtrip.

Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org
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HUP Activity at a glance
The clinic opened 27 days in January, 2013. Doctor provided treatment 25 days. Total 407 patients
got treatment and medicine from Health Clinic. Social Workers awarded on health and hygiene, family planning measure, counseling to adolescent girls, counseling to antenatal mothers and postnatal mothers and followed up malnourished children during this month. Three new families added in Kallyanpur slum in January’
2013. Four babies birth by trained person in the reporting month and they all received colostrums. Eighty nine
person received Anti-helmeted. We properly awarded to the slum dwellers before winter to take special care
for their babies and older member of the family.
In January’2013 Eng. Mahmud & Nahid their children Sharika and Ariq, Ms. Umana, Dr. Sarah
Tasneem, Mr. Ali Ahsan Mahmood & Ms. Pia Mahmood, Ms. Rokeya Hoque & Eng. Manjur Hoque, Saree,
Tazkyah, Taslema Sultana, Ms. Khurshid Jahan (Shelly), Ms. Bela Chowdhury & Dr. Gani Chowdhury, Ryan
Chowdhury and Dr. Romana (BSMMU) visited Healthcare for Underprivileged Program (HUP), Kallyanpur,
Dhaka.

Field Activities

DCI social workers collecting information from the slum

Clinical Activities

Doctor & Health Assistant providing treatment to slum dwellers
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Please help Taslima
Twenty three years old, Taslima has been living in the Kallyanpur Porabari slum for the last 5/6 years.
Her husband left her 2 years ago because of her illness. Taslima got married at the age of 15. She is the oldest of her family of 6 brothers and sisters. Due to poverty her parents decided to marry off their daughter at an
early age. Taslima had to deal with the same extreme poverty in her husband’s family. So they decided to
leave Bhola and go to Dhaka for work. In Dhaka they started living in the Kallyanpur Porabari slum. By this
time she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. Taslima arranged a job at a garment factory in Mirpur
and her husband started to sell vegetables.
They lived happily with their income, but for the last two years Taslima was facing problems with her
leg. She had to work in the garment factory for 10/12 hours everyday by standing without break. At that time
she went to a hospital at Mirpur and the doctor gave her medicine, but the situation became worse and her
leg and face became swollen. In addition, she was vomiting continuously because of the medicine.
At the time of visiting the slum clinic, Social Workers found her and took her to the Health Clinic. Doctor gave her primary treatment and referred her to the BSMMU for better treatment. After the investigation
doctors detected that she had a kidney problem and needed a biopsy of her kidney. At that time Taslima’s
parents sold their house in the village to support their daughter for treatment. She was later admitted to
Shohrawardi Hospital and received the treatment she needed. However, during the treatment the family could
not meet the expenditure of medicine and others. So they left the hospital and day by day her condition has
worsened. She is suffering “Nephrotic Syndrome,” which has damaged both her kidneys 60 to 70 percent.
She needs support urgently for her treatment. She doesn't work anymore and she is totally bed-ridden. However, doctors predict that if she gets proper support she could recover.
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Gift from Recent Visitor
Gift from Dr. Sarah Tasneem and Dr. Mehedi Anwar
Dr. Sarah Tasneem and Dr. Mehedi Anwar bought shoes and socks for the children of the preschool. The children were very happy to receive the new shoes and socks. We are very thankful
to them for helping the kids stay warm this winter!

Gift from Dr. Mahmud & Mrs . Nahid and their family
Dr Mahmud (CT) and his family visited DCI’s Sun Child Home on January 1, 2013. They met the children
at the orphanage. During their stay, they were briefed on DCI’s programs in detail. They talked with the
girls about their education, hobbies, and future desires. The children recited poems, sang songs, and performed dances for them. They arranged a special lunch for the kids and DCI officials. The family also provided cost of floor mat and refrigerator for the pre-school.

Get Involved with DCI’s Mission!









Visit our website (www.distressedchildren.org), sign up for DCIs newsletter, and find us on Facebook
Volunteer with DCI at home, join a chapter, or start a new chapter
Visit our projects abroad and volunteer
Host a fundraising event
Create a partnership between your organization and DCI
Sponsor a child or donate to one of our other programs
Help us spread the word: introduce your friends, colleagues, and relatives to DCI!
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DCI’s Justice Habibur Rahman Orphanage
On January 10, 2013, Mr. Zahed Ikram from Sussex UK, son of late Justice Habibur Rahman, visited
“Late Justice Habibur Rahman Orphanage” (Sun Child Home Unit 2) with his mother, Ms. Shamim
Rahman. He spoke with the children about their health, education, hobbies, and many other things.
He also brought fruits and chocolates for the kids. He was very impressed with the environment of the
orphanage and the children’s behavior. During his visit, he also spoke with the staff and learned that
they required a deep freeze for the home. He provided the freezer through his mother. We are very
thankful to Zahed Ikram for this generous donation, which will ensure safe food at the facility.

Join the Power of 3!
The Power of 3 is an easy and powerful way for American youth to start
giving back to less fortunate children around the world. Through participating in the Sun Child Sponsorship Program as a team of co-sponsors,
American children learn about the hardships of children in the world and
work together to help them. In the process they develop compassion,
responsibility, appreciation of another culture, and gratitude for what
they have.

Form a team and save a life by sponsoring a child in need!
Learn more at www.distressedchildren.org
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Visitors at the Orphanage– January, 2013
Visitors to Sun Child Home during the month of January included: Khurshid Jahan Shelly and her
son, niece, and nephew, Dr. Tasleema Sultana and her husband Masudur Khan, Dr. Motaher, Ms.
Luna Hasina, Ms. Bela Chowdhury and her husband Dr. Gani. They met the children at the orphanage and were briefed on DCI’s programs in detail during their stay.

Ms. Shelly and her family visited Sun Child Home

Dr. Tasleema Sultana and Masudur Khan at Sun Child Home

Dr. Motaher at Sun Child Home

Ms. Luna Hasina with children

Ms. Bela Chowdhury & Dr. Gani at Sun Child Home

SPECIAL THANKS to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment to DCI’s programs and mission. Together we can change the world, one child at a time. We welcome you to DCI, and
we look forward to working with you in this most important mission.
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Recent Visitors & Volunteers Comments
December 17, 2012
Innocent little little happy face—It’s a unprecedented
scenery. A little achievement- from this World, so they
hold a smiling face. My mind filed sorrow when I see
other world have got a lots of thing. I am thinking
when my desire comes true!
-Mrs. Khursid Jahan
UK.

December 17, 2012
This is a wonderful program. I am really impressed. It
would be a unique example how we can make different
life of a person. The people who are involved with the
program are doing wonderful jobs. May Allah bless
them all. Thanks.
-Dr. Khandaker N. Anwar

December 31, 2012
Excellent job. We hope it continues. We are really impressed with the progress of the children. HUP is an
excellent program to provide healthcare to urban slum
residents. Thanks DCI for their wonderful job!
-Dr. Shakil Shafique
USA.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The success of DCI’s projects relies on your passion and generosity. The work that DCI is doing on
behalf of impoverished children would not be possible without your support.
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Some Recent Visitors Comments, 2013
Jan. 1, 2013
Dr. Mahmud Rahman, Sharika, Ariq --- CT. USA.
It was an amazing tour through the slum. Learned a lot and was greatly moved. I
hope I have some information and data about the whole project, the day care & the
clinic. Hope to get involved more. My earnest request to everyone who likes to get
involved to have a tour/visit. Thanks to all the people here for their hospitality.
Jan. 3, 2013
Umana, Nahid--- CT.USA.
Loved the day care kids, excellent job. Lot of work to do for HUP but really appreciate
the enthusiasm of Shahana and Salma Apa. Thank you everyone for showing us
around. Insha Allah we will try our best to support DCI in all their efforts and activities.
Jan. 7, 2013
Dr. Mehdi Anwar & Dr. Sarah Tasneem--- CT. USA.
They are doing a great job. Children are given very good care. Patients (mothers of
young kids) are getting physician’s care. But they need more funds for future developments. I am very happy to observe this project.
Jan. 7, 2013
Ali Hasan Mahmood--- Chicago, USA.
Thank you very much for taking care of the needy people. May Allah (SWT) reward
your good deeds.
Jan. 9, 2013
Dr. Rokeya Huq & Dr. Manzur Huq --- NY. USA.
Even in shim that one can keep a clear and healthy place for kids is very admirable. It
is really an eye opening effort.
Jan. 10, 2013
Taslema Sultana--- USA.
I highly appreciate the dedication and support of the DCI family, loved to see the projects and visit the people here.
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Dr. Hoque and Ian Burzynski at DCI California Chapter
Journey for Child Rights & Sight Event on Jan 19, 2013

“Heerok Rajar Deshe” DCI CA

DCI Los Angeles Chapter Members

DCI executive Director, Dr. Hoque and Development officer, Ian Burzynski attended DCI California
Chapter Journey for Child Rights & Sight Event on Jan 19, 2013. Dr. Ehsan Hoque spoke about
“DCI: Changing Children’s Lives in Bangladesh and How US Youth Can Benefit from Getting Involved”. “Heerok Rajar Deshe”, a youth performance produced by Bangladesh Theater of Arizona,
Phoenix was the high light of the show. During their stay in California, Dr. Hoque and Ian met many
DCI’s sponsors, donors, and supporters personally and said thank you for their continued support
and dedication to DCI’s mission.

Youth Leadership Awards & Essay Competition
Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) is pleased to announce that application for the 2013 DCI Youth Leadership Awards is now open! Students who have done extraordinary acts of service within their communities and demonstrated compassion for the less fortunate are encouraged to apply. Deadline for applications is August 15, 2013. Winners
will be recognized with a certificate and monetary award at DCI's 2013 biennial Conference on Child Rights & Sight at
Yale University on September 28, 2013. We invite all interested young leaders to apply online through our website, http://
www.distressedchildren.org/?page_id=5160.
Please help in supporting our charity by circulating our Youth Leadership Awards & Essay Competition announcement
flyer (see attached) to your friends and family by e-mail, Facebook, or LinkedIn. In order for DCI to accomplish its mission of fighting child labor, poverty and blindness, we need the support and involvement of people like you. To learn
more about DCI and our youth activities, please visit: www.distressedchildren.org
Award winners are to be announced at our Conference on Child Rights & Sight. This is a major event bringing together
world-class speakers and leaders to discuss pressing issues relating to human rights, public health, and poverty on a
global scale. In particular, attention will be drawn to the gravity of problems faced by underprivileged children, while
providing opportunities for human rights experts to discuss possible solutions. By providing such a forum for influential
individuals to come together and discuss these issues, we can generate unique and innovative methods for helping
those in need. We hope you join us for this special event! Click to view our conference welcome video!
If you have questions about this request, please contact me by email ( dci@distressedchildren.org).
On behalf of the children we serve, we thank you in advance for your help and for your interest in DCI's mission to help
children worldwide.
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