APRIL, 2013

DCI Newsletter

Sun Child Sponsorship Children Celebrate

World Water Day

Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) celebrated World Water Day 2013 at all project areas
throughout Bangladesh including rural project areas of the Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) villages of Patuakhali, Feni, Nilphamari and Habiganj districts; in Dhaka at DCI’s Health Clinic of Kallyanpur
Porabari slum and also at Sun Child Home (for orphans). DCI workers and guests spoke to children and
families on critical topics related to water, health and sanitation.

Sun Child Home

Sun Child Sponsorship project

Kallayanpur slum Day Care
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Pre-School Activity
We have a curriculum for our pre-primary schools that includes games, rhymes, songs, dance, and freehand
painting activities. Bengali and the English alphabet, along with numbers, were also included in the curriculum
for preparing children for class 1 in primary school. As of March 2013 our pre-schools have completed the following syllabus:
Bangla

Learn, identify, write and make words using initial Bangla vowels.

English

Learn English alphabet from A to H, write and make words using these letters.

Math

Learn numbers from 6-10, learn about distance near/far.

Game

Finding leader

Health

Eye care

General Knowledge

Learn the names of days of the week

Extra curricular

Songs and rhymes

Drawing

Mango

Children doing daily activities and parents meeting at pre-schools
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Family Support Program (FSP)
Our Family Support Program (FSP) is operating in our four project areas (Patuakhali, Feni, Habiganj and Nilphamari districts) supporting 603 mothers who have been divided into 36 groups. Every week they meet to
discuss their essential needs, facilitated by DCI workers. The attendance rate at these meetings during the
month of March was 91%. To support Income Generating Activities (IGA), the mothers deposit money in this
program's common fund and withdraw money as needed.

Mothers receives loan from field office

Weekly FSP Meeting

Why SCSP is needed in Bangladesh?
















Bangladesh has a population of 154.7 million and is one of the world’s most densely populated countries.
50% of the population lives below the poverty line, 36% on less than $1 a day.
42% of the people below the poverty line are less than 18 years old and 11% are less than 5.
The primary school dropout rate is 35%, with the primary reason being poverty and need to work.
Nearly 5 million children between the ages of 5 and 15 are employed, most receiving little or no pay.
450,000 children live on the streets in Bangladesh.
Widening income gaps give rise to trafficking and commercial exploitation of children.

Get Involved with DCI’s Mission!
Visit our website (www.distressedchildren.org), sign up for DCIs newsletter, and find us on Facebook
Volunteer with DCI at home, join a chapter, or start a new chapter
Visit our projects abroad and volunteer
Host a fundraising event
Create a partnership between your organization and DCI
Sponsor a child or donate to one of our other programs
Help us spread the word: introduce your friends, colleagues, and relatives to DCI!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: The success of DCI’s projects relies on your passion and

generosity. The
work that DCI is doing on behalf of impoverished children would not be possible without your support.
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After School Tutoring
About 927 children of SCSP have after-school tutoring support in March. 63 tutors are helping them with
their school work.
Activities in tutoring group on March:
 Homework preparation—According to their school assignment
 Special counseling for slow learners
 Drawing & general knowledge based on their school textbook
 Health & hygiene: learned about water related diseases and clean water
 Monthly evaluation of knowledge: test for children on their syllabus for March
 Monthly tutor training for next month and taking feedback on last month’s activities
 Monthly meeting with mothers was held on specific agendas such as World Water Day, waterborne
diseases, children attendance in school and coaching

Children with their tutor

Tutor monthly evaluation

Weekly FSP Meeting

Tutor training

Parent meeting
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Rima and her family need urgent support

Rima is 13 years old and a student of class five. Her father was the only earning member of the household
supporting the six member family (himself, his three daughters, wife, and elderly mother). Recently Rima’s
father became incapable of working after a terrible motorbike accident. Rima’s family now has no source of
income other than a very small amount of cash from her mother’s part-time job as a housemaid. They have
no land or any other asset to sell for their father’s treatment. With the present tiny amount of income it has
become a challenge to her mother to provide three basic meals to the family, let alone any other necessities.
In spite of all the hardships, Rima and her two sisters are still continuing with their studies, but this cannot
continue if the family doesn’t receive immediate financial support. Rima and her family needs support urgently for her father’s treatment so that he can start earning again. Her mother requires assistance so that she
can start a small business or receive training for any kind of feasible long-term income generating activity.

These Children Need Your Help to Go to School!
Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org
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HUP Activity
The clinic doctors served the patients 23 days in a total of 24 service days of the clinic in March, 2013. A total of 350
patients received treatment and medicine from the clinic. One patient was referred to Ibn Sina Hospital’s eye specialist. Social workers worked on health and hygiene awareness and family planning measures, provided counseling to
adolescent girls and antenatal/postnatal mothers, and followed up on malnourished children during this month. A
screening survey on CA Cervix Cancer was conducted on married women over 30.
Six babies were delivered by trained staff in the reporting month and they all received colostrums. 59 people received
anti-helminthic treatment. The DCI clinic staff advised the slum dwellers about seasonal issues and overall health
care on a regular basis.
In March, 2013 the visitors and volunteers who visited the site were Ms. Jebun Isalm, Ms. Farhana (Joya) and volunteers Ryan Chowdhury, Maisoon, Alisa and two other members of their team.

Field Activities

DCI officials visiting slum with visitors/volunteers

Clinical Activities

Doctor providing treatment to slum dwellers
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HUP Activity – March 2013
Sl.
1

Indicators
Total clinic operation days

Target
24

Achievement
23

2
3

Total number of patients received treatment
Average number of patients per day

360
15

350
15.21

4
5

Total amount of money spent for medicine
Average expenditure per patient

20,000.00
56

33,975.00
97

6
7
8

Total number of patients referred
Total households covered

0
2500

1
1937

Total beneficiaries

9000

7938

Remarks
Absent 1 day

Family Planning – March, 2013
Total fertile couples: 861
Total couples using birth control: 504

Particulars

Method Chart
Previous Month

Addition

Deduction

Total

Injection

265

16

0

281

Pill

159

9

0

168

Condom

34

5

0

39

Ligation

9

0

0

9

Vasectomy

2

0

0

2

Copper T

5

0

0

5
504

Join the Power of 3!
The Power of 3 is an easy and powerful way for American youth
to start giving back to less fortunate children around the world.
Through participating in the Sun Child Sponsorship Program as a
team of co-sponsors, American children learn about the hardships of children in the world and work together to help them. In
the process they develop compassion, responsibility, appreciation
of another culture, and gratitude for what they have.

Form a team and save a life by sponsoring a child in need!
Learn more at www.distressedchildren.org
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Sun Child Home Children
Sun Child Home children are very attentive to their studies
and are doing great in extra-curricular activities as well!
The children of the home are attending school regularly and enjoying their education. In Kisholoy Girls’ School the children participated in Class Test (CT) from March 9th to 16th, 2013. In
Determined Kindergarten School the children participated in
Class Test from March 14th to 21st, 2013.
Besides their education they are performing very well at extracurricular activities and cultural events at school and outside.
The girls participated in a cultural program on the Independence
Day of Bangladesh on March 26, 2013 at Kisholoy Girls’ School.
They took part in different events and won prizes for singing.
Winners of cultural program
Farzana Pervin won 1st prize and Asha Moni and Shilpi Akter
won 3rd prize.
On March 29, 2013, nine girls participated at an art competition organized by Meena Bazaar on the occasion of the Independence Day of Bangladesh.

Children enjoying Independence Day celebration
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Kallayanpur Slum Pre-School
In the slum when parents go to work, younger children are often left unattended or with an older sibling
who should be at school. They also have limited access to nutrition, clean water, sanitation, health, hygiene and education. Since the children spend their day wandering on the streets, they are at risk of getting exposure to drugs, kidnapping, harassment and other organized criminal activities. DCI’s Sun Child
pre-school is intended to provide help to the slum residents including childcare support, healthcare for infants and toddlers, tutoring help for pre-school aged kids, and career training/job placement for the adults.
Ryan (NY) and his team volunteered in March’ 2013 at Day Care Center. They played with the children
and helped them to make different shapes and models with puzzle. They also taught them drawing techniques.

Ryan and his friend with Pre-school Children

Children of Kallyanpur slum were given Vitamin A capsule: Vitamin-A campaign.

Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org
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Anowar’s Successful Eye Surgery
Name – Anowar Hossain
Age – 38
Permanent address: Village- Gul gunia, Post- BorgunaThana – Borguna, District- Borguna
Present address: Unit no.- 1, Porabari Bosti, Notun Bazar, Kallyanpur, Dhaka.
Anowar Hossain was living with his family in the district of Barguna in his village. He was a farmer and his income was
well-enough for supporting his family of three daughters, one son, wife and parents. But a devastating cyclone “Sidr” ook
away all his possessions including his land, house and everything except the lives of his family members. Barely alive
and finding no other way, the family migrated to Dhaka to avoid starvation. They took shelter at his sisters’ place in the
Kollyanpur Slum of Dhaka city. Anowar and his wife tried to earn for the whole family for a few days by working as
housemaid and pulling rikshaw in the city. Eventually, by working very hard, Anowar managed to save some money and
built a tiny house back in their village, where the family members went back as the living cost was too high in Dhaka. So
Anowar and his family were approaching towards a better lifestyle with lesser hardship in their lives again. But then on
march 23, 2013 a devastating fire broke into his village-home’s kitchen which caused Anowar severe injuries and bleeding in his eyes. He had got two date-tree thorns stuck into his left eye and he was unable to see with that eye. Without
any kind of treatment he came to Dhaka and even after such a trauma he didn’t see any doctor for two days. His neighbors discovered him in a critical condition and informed the HUP staffs about him. Immediately after, the HUP staffs visited him and counseled him about getting treatment from HUP. Anowar was motivated and went to the HUP doctor at the
DCI’s slum clinic. After examining his critical eye condition the doctor referred him to the eye specialist of IBN Sina Medical College Hospital for advanced level treatment.
The specialist at Ibn Sina found both the thorns still stuck into Anowar’s eye and suggested for immediate surgery. With
full financial and moral support from HUP, Anowar Hossain went through a successful eye surgery for removal of those
infectious and deadly thorns in his eye! The cost of Anowar’s surgery and following check-up cost was borne by DCI.
The staffs / doctors of HUP is still taking follow-up care / dressings in his eye regularly. Anowar is now just counting days
towards a full recovery by the grace of almighty.

Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.

Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Visitors & Volunteers
Ms. Zebun Islam, Ms. Farhana (Joya) and DCI volunteers Ryan Chowdhury,
Maisoon, Alisa and two more
members of their team visited DCI’s healthcare program
in March, 2013.
Mrs. Zebun Islam, CT

Ryan Chowdhury & Alisa, NY

Farhana Hossain Joya, Dhaka

Children Celebrating Putul’s Birthday with Mr. Jahan Hasan’s Family
We organized a big party to celebrate the birthday of Putul, the youngest member of Sun Child Home. Mr.
Jahan Hasan generously sponsored the whole party. Putul and the other young kids received new dresses, hair bands, slippers, and balloons as gifts from Mr. Jahan Hasan. The children all enjoyed the party
very much.
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Visitors & Volunteers
December 31, 2012
I am really impressed with the performance. I believe all these talented kids can be successful if they
continue with such care. I am grateful to DCI to give
me this opportunity to be a part of this Nobel mission. May Allah bless them. Please join us!
~Dr. Shakil Shafique, USA.

On Dec. 12, 2012 he visited the Sun child Home
(OSP), the Health for Underprivileged (HUP) clinic
and the pre-school. He took a initiative to screen for
Cancer in Kallanpur slum. To do this work properly
Dr. Nasim made a contact between DCI-BD office and
the Cancer doctors of IPGMR Hospital and Cancer
Hospital. He was very impressed to see the children’s
activities of Sun Child Home and the pre-school children.
~Dr. Khandaker Nasim Anwar, Illinios, USA.

January 30, 2012
I really had good time with this children. It seems like
I was surrounded by all little angels. Every year I ell
more involved and more love for these children. Insallah we (DCI) will continue the support and good
work. With love to all the kids and respect to stuff.
~Dr. Ruby Hossain, USA

The main objective of our visit was to meet the children and make a field trip for them. We had a lunch
with the children. We are very happy to see the children’s progress. I had a great time seeing the girls
sing and dance. It was a great pleasure to play with
them. I wish them all the best and hope they have
bright happy futures. And special thanks to the staff
for making my short visit so warm & enjoyable. Keep
up the good work.
~Jason Edmonds, USA.
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Volunteer Activities & Local charities
Quinnipiac University
Students and DCI volunteers worked the whole
day in Cheshire, CT doing things from researching to letter folding.
Thanks for your Effort!

Los Angeles volunteers worked at a fund
raising event. These
great volunteers also
work to help their local
communities.
Thanks for your Effort!

Child Labor Facts






One in six children 5 to 14 years old — about 16 percent of all children in this age group — is involved in child labor in developing countries.
In the least developed countries, 30 percent of all children are engaged in child labor.
Worldwide, 126 million children work in hazardous conditions, often enduring beatings, humiliation and sexual violence by their
employers.
An estimated 1.2 million children — both boys and girls — are trafficked each year into exploitative work in agriculture, mining,
factories, armed conflict or commercial sex work.
The highest proportion of child laborers is in sub-Saharan Africa, where 26 percent of children (49 million) are involved in work.
Sources: www.unicef.org, www.ilo.org
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