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Bizle Begum is an active member of 

DCI’s supported group. She came from 
Nilphamari district which is in the north-

ern part of Bangladesh and one of the 

poorest areas of the country. She is now 
living very happily with her husband, two 

sons, and two daughters.  
 

Just a few years ago they were facing 
constant financial crisis. They had no 

specific income source, and did not own 

any land for shelter. Bizle and her hus-
band worked as day laborers and could 

not earn enough for their family. Due to 
their insufficient income they were una-

ble to provide any health care or educa-

tion for their family.  
 

It was under these circumstances that 
DCI took the challenge to change the 

total condition of Bizle’s family. Her son 
Benzir Babul began to receive full spon-

sorship support. To increase the family’s 

income, DCI also included Bizle Begum in 
the Family Support Program (FSP).  DCI 

field officers identified that her husband 
had some experience in restaurant work 

and DCI trained them accordingly to be 

self-reliant.  
 

After training, DCI provided them some start up money to create a small business. 
They started a tea stall at the village market. As a result of their hard work, they ex-

panded the tea stall to a mini restaurant within a year. Bizle takes care of the cash 

register and customer services while her husband prepares the food and handles the 
other aspects of the business. Within four years this family became solvent, and they 

have now purchased a small piece of land for their family’s shelter. Bizle Begum is so 
grateful for this transformation in her family’s life, which was made possible thanks to 

the generosity of DCI’s donors and sponsors. 

Success Story: Bizle Begum 

www.distressedchildren.org 

Join DCI on Facebook 

Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.   

Join us on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International 

There are 

250 mil-

lion child 

laborers 

worldwide  

———-- 

 

Every 

year, 

22,000 

children 

die in 

work-

related 

accidents  

———-- 

 

Every five 

seconds, a 

child dies 

from hun-

ger-

related ill-

ness 

Bizle at Business 
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Celebrating Liberty Day 

www.distressedchildren.org 

The children of Sun Child Home participated in the 2012 Liberty Day program organized by Leerty 

Dayo Club. The program was designed in two parts. In the first part they organized an art com-

petition and in the second part a cultural program. Our supported children participated in the art 

competition and sang songs in the cultural program. The program venue was the Surovi School 

premises in Dhanmondi, Dhaka. 

Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org 

The Power of 3 is an easy and powerful way for American 
youth to start giving back to less fortunate children around the 
world. Through participating in the Sun Child Sponsorship Pro-
gram as a team of co-sponsors, American children learn about 
the hardships of children in the world and work together to help 
them. In the process they develop compassion, responsibility, 
appreciation of another culture, and gratitude for what they 
have.  

Form a team and save a life by sponsoring a child in need! 

Learn more at www.distressedchildren.org 

Join the Power of 3! 



Two DCI sponsored eye screening and 
surgery camps were held in remote vil-
lages of Patuakhali, Bangladesh in 
April, 2012. The first camp was held in 
Boga village on April 15th, followed by 
a second camp in Kalishury on April 
16th. The goal of these camps was to 
identify underprivileged people who 
need eye surgery and are financially 
unable to receive it. The screened cata-
ract patients were then provided sur-
geries free of cost through our partner 
Islamia Eye Hospital. In total, the 
camps were attended by about 2000 
people, of which approximately 1000 
were screened. About 250 cataract sur-
geries were arranged. These simple 

surgeries can prevent blindness if treatment is provided in time. DCI Development Officer Ian 
Burzynski inaugurated the camps as chief guest during his visit to DCI’s Patuakhali projects. 
 

Eye Screening and Surgery Camps Held in 

Patuakhali, Bangladesh 

DCI Press Conference Held in  

Narayanganj, Bangladesh 

In order to raise awareness of DCI’s mission and ac-
tivities in Bangladesh, on April 20, 2012 DCI orga-
nized a press conference in Narayangonj, preceding 
its successful eye screening and surgery camp 
there. DCI Goodwill Ambassador Babita, Dr. M. Ab-
dul Mazid (Chief Coordinator of Diabetic Association 
of Bangladesh and DCI Advisor), Ian Burzynski (DCI 
Development Officer), and several other key DCI 
representatives (Dr. Jolly, Mr. Rehan Reza, and RSC 
team members) participated in the press confer-
ence. 
 
Media representatives from ATN Bangla, NTV, and 

many national newspapers (Prothom Alo, Ittefaq, Amardesh, Vorer Kagoj) were in attendance. 
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Activities Undertaken in India with the Support 

of DCI 
DCI has supported the Kalinga Eye Hospital and Re-

search Centre, (a Unit of NYSASDRI)  to restore the 
sight of 120 adult and 22 Paediatric Eye Surgeries. 

 

Publicity on Eye Care: 
As per the plan, the hospital publicizes the screening 

camp two days prior to the date. A two-member team 
goes to the village and distributes the printed IEC mate-

rials, posts material on the walls and also makes an-

nouncements over a loud-speaker in the village. At the 
same time they also involve the local stake-holders of 

the villages in the activities in order to develop the ef-
fectiveness of the eye camp and to encourage commu-

nity participation in the program.  

Screening Camps:  
Screening camps are held two days after publicity. In these camps, the outreach wing of the hospital, comprising of 

an ophthalmologist and paramedics, provide diagnostic eye treatment to the people; these camps have served over 
1142 people to date. Patients are provided with free medicines and refrac-

tive correction. From 12th October to 17th October 2011 alone, 5 eye 
screening camps were conducted and a total of 420 cataract-affected indi-

viduals were identified. For Pediatric cases, the trained community workers 

have identified the children identified with ophthalmic problem and have re-
ferred them to the outreach eye screening camps, where the ophthalmolo-

gists have finally screened them and segregated the cases in four catego-
ries, 1. Children are in need of refractive corrected glasses, 2. In need of 

medicine, 3. In need of surgical interventions and 4. In need of rehab.  Then 

the ophthalmologist select the surgical cases; after pre-operative care at the 
camp site, patients are taken by bus to the base hospital for surgery. Local 

youths, PRI members and community leaders assist in these camps.  

SAVING SIGHT in INDIA 
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Dr. Ehsan Hoque, DCI Executive Director, will be representing DCI at the XIX In-
ternational AIDS Conference. The conference is being held at the Walter E. 
Washington Convention Center, 801 Mount Vernon Place NW, Washington, DC 
20001, July 22-27, 2012. 
 
Dr. Hoque will be speaking on the subject of “Orphans and Vulnerable Children”. 
He will be talking to interested organizations to discuss plans for strengthening 
support for disadvantaged children and pursuing new partnerships. 
 
During his stay in the capital, Dr. Hoque is also planning to meet DCI members 

from the Washington, Maryland, and Virginia area.  DCI sponsors and donors, those wishing to join with 
DCI in its work and those simply interested in child rights issues who would like to meet Dr. Hoque during 
this visit are invited to contact him.  Dr. Ehsan Hoque can be contacted by e-mail at 
dci@distressedchildren.org or by phone at 203-376-6351 or 1-866-516-7495 (Toll Free). 

Dr. Ehsan Hoque, DCI Executive Director to represent 

DCI at XIX International AIDS Conference in  

Washington, DC 

www.distressedchildren.org 
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On April 14th, 2012 Inn at Seaside — a hotel in Seaside, Oregon — sponsored DCI in a local event in 

Portland, Oregon. The sponsorship includes introducing DCI to the local community, and raising 

awareness and funds for DCI. Inn at Seaside sold sweet treats for visitors and was successful in rais-

ing funds for DCI. Booth visitors were given handouts, flyers, and information on DCI. Towards the 

end of the event, Inn at Seaside raffled two one night lodging gift certificates.  

Booth visitor entering to win a free night at the hotel Inn at Seaside staff member informing a booth visitor about DCI  

DCI partner Inn at Seaside sponsored DCI in a local 

event in Portland, Oregon 



BUFLA Parade 

DCI Los Angeles Chapter participates in BUFLA parade 

as part of DCI’s Child Rights Awareness Campaign 
DCI’s Los Angeles Chapter took part in the Independence Day of Bangladesh celebrations on April 
1, 2012, hosted by BUFLA (Bangladesh Unity Federation of Los Angeles). The DCI Los Angeles 
Chapter joined the parade to celebrate the work of our dedicated volunteers and to spread 
awareness of issues of child labor and of underprivileged children and their families in Bangla-
desh. They also celebrated Bengali culture and promoted DCI to the Los Angeles community. The 
parade assembly began at 2:00 PM at the corner of 3rd Street and Normandy Ave. Many DCI vol-
unteers joined the parade or supported by watching and cheering. In addition, the DCI team set 
up a booth, passed out brochures and flyers, and raised funds by selling chocolate. At the booth, 
DCI volunteers discussed their work and encouraged others to join DCI's mission. The team col-
lected many potential sponsors and volunteers interested in child rights work. It was a night of 
great festivity, with Bengali dancing and singing taking center-stage. However, it was also a night 
of experiencing, learning, and reflecting. The DCI team found great support during the event, and 
members worked as one to serve the greater good. The day was a resounding success for the 
Bangladeshi community, for all those who came to see the parade, and for the work of the DCI 
team members.  

 

We request that you consider donating your used laptop to Distressed Children and Infants International (DCI). Your 

donated laptop will be used for DCI's programs on behalf of underprivileged children in remote areas of Bangladesh 
and India. Over 5000 poor children will benefit from your generosity, and your donation (including shipping costs) 

will also be fully tax deductible! After we receive your laptop, we will send you a formal acknowledgment of your gift 
and a tax receipt for your tax records. To donate a laptop to DCI, please e-mail us at 

dci@distressedchildren.org, or call us at 203-376-6351. Please visit www.distressedchildren.org for more 

information about our mission and programs to see how your generosity will benefit children in need.  

 

www.distressedchildren.org 
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Donate Your Used Laptop to DCI: Help Underprivileged Children and Get a Tax Benefit 

http://www.distressedchildren.org


 

DCI Goodwill Ambassador Babita Akhter with orphan children 

Babita Akhter, Goodwill Ambassador of  

Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI)  

met with the children of Sun Child Home  

at Mohammadi Housing Ltd., Dhaka 
 

DCI Goodwill Ambassador Babita Akhtar (internationally acclaimed actress and 

star of Bangladeshi cinema) met with the orphan children of DCI’s Sun Child 

Home at DCI-RSC’s office on April 28th, 2012. She spent time with the children 

and asked the girls about their school, hobbies, daily routines, and life goals. 

The children enjoyed meeting with her very much. DCI Executive Director Dr. 

Ehsan Hoque accompanied Babita during her visit.  

www.distressedchildren.org 
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On April 3rd, 2012, DCI organized a party to congratulate Sharmin Akter, one of the girls 
living at the Sun Child Home for Orphans, for receiving a scholarship to attend Class One.   
Dr. Ehsan Hoque, Executive Director and Ian Burzynski, Development Officer both attended 
the party. Dr. Hoque gave Sharmin a learning CD as a gift to honor her achievement. The 
main objective of the party was to inspire and motivate the orphan children. The children 
all danced, sang songs, ate cake, and enjoyed themselves.  

Throughout the month the children of Sun Child Home are very busy with school, chores, drawing, dance, 
singing, other activities, and  outings. On April 1, 2012 they visited Chandrima Uddyan. They spent a couple 
of hours there running, playing and enjoying themselves.  

Scholarship party for Sharmin Akter — the girls had cake and performed a dance routine 

The children of Sun Child Homes spent the day outdoors at Chandrima Uddyan for fresh air and exer-
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Congratulations to Sharmin Akter for receiving a scholarship! 

Sun Child Home Children Visit Chandrima Uddyan  

www.distressedchildren.org 



Andrew Lonseth and Joanne Lonseth visited Sun Child Homes (Orphan Support Program) 

Andrew Lonseth and Joanne Lonseth met with Dr. Ehsan Hoque at DCI Bangladesh office, Dhaka 
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Andrew Lonseth & Joanne Lonseth visited DCI Projects 

Andrew & Joanne Lonseth visit Healthcare for Underprivileged Program (HUP) Porabari slum 

On April 12, 2012 Andrew Lonseth and Joanne Lonseth from USA visited DCI’s Sun-Child Home (OSP) 
and Healthcare for Underprivileged Program (HUP) in, Dhaka.  They also visited the slum and saw the 
living conditions and amenities of the slum residents. Andrew and Joanne gave 100 solar powered read-
ing lights to distribute among the children in our project areas who are living without electricity. At Sun-
Child Home, they spent time, helped children for English homework. Children performed dance and mu-
sic for them. They had dinner with the children and stayed at guest room at homes. Andrew and Jo-
anne helped homes staffs to organize the reading room, bed rooms and other works. On the next day 
they had breakfast and started for India in the morning.   



Daily Activities of DCI’s Day Care Center 

Taking a shower Taking care of the children 

Children playing Children eating food  

Kalyanpur children are 

spending their whole day at 

the day care center.  DCI 

gives full care including 

food, shower, education, 

and extracurricular activi-

ties. 
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These Children Need Your Help to Go to School! 
Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org 
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