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International Day of the Blind, also known as White Cane Day,
marks the initiatives of organizations providing rehabilitation to blind
people. DCI regularly hosts eye camps in rural and poverty-stricken areas as part of its Blindness Prevention Program. DCI also arranges cataract operations free of charge for patients identified in these camps.
The Need for Blindness Prevention Activities







According to the WHO, there are nearly 45 million blind people worldwide
87% of blind people live in underdeveloped countries, with 2 million in Bangladesh and
12 million in India
500,000 children lose their sight each year
The leading cause of blindness is cataracts
85% of blindness cases can be cured through inexpensive surgery
In Bangladesh, approximately 150,000 are irreversibly blind and need rehabilitation

DCI Holds 1st Annual Golf Open in New Haven, CT
On October 13th, DCI held its first ever Golf Open. Amir, Selva, Shirish and
Zia Mannan organized this tournament
to raise funds for DCI. Dr. Brian
DeBroff (DCI President) won the
champion trophy. After golfing, all the
participants joined a dinner party.
Overall, it was an excellent event that
was enjoyed by everyone involved.
The organizers said that this golf
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Journey for Rights & Sight in Arizona
On October 6, 2012, Distressed Children & Infants International held an event at Rhodes
Junior High School in Mesa, Arizona. The event
served two functions: 1) to continue DCI’s Journey for Child Rights & Sight and raise awareness of child rights and blindness issues

among a wider network, and 2) as an introductory program for DCI’s Arizona Chapter,
encouraging their efforts on behalf of DCI’s
mission. The event was well-attended and
well-received, with much enthusiasm being
generated for DCI and its charitable work in
Bangladesh.
The highlight of the evening was a spectacular production of ‘Heerok Rajar Deshe’ by Bangladesh
Theater of Arizona. The performance demonstrated that DCI has a sizeable and motivated group
of youth supporters in Arizona who are using their creativity to serve the underprivileged.
DCI Executive Director Dr. Ehsan Hoque gave a presentation about DCI’s mission and programs
on behalf of underprivileged children. Mr. Serim Zaid, Coordinator of Chapter & Team Development for DCI also attended the event, shared his experience with DCI and inspired the children
and parents in the audience to get involved in DCI’s “Power of 3” program. DCI would like to
thank the Arizona Chapter and all the performers for putting together such a fantastic and engaging program, as well as all the attendees and supporters for making the evening a success. We
also thank the Bangladesh Association of Phoenix, the Bangladesh Students’ Association at Arizona State University, and Shikor Bangla School for their support.

These Children Need Your Help to Go to School!
Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org
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Universal Children’s Day
November 20, 2012

In 1954 the UN suggested that all countries institute Universal Children’s Day, both to promote mutual exchange and understanding among children and also to initiate action to benefit and promote the welfare of children around the world. Annually, Universal Children's Day occurs on Nov. 20 as it marks the date on which the
UN General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration on the Rights of the Child in 1959 and the Convention
on the Rights of the Child in 1989. Though there has been much progress in recent years there is still much
left. Just a few statistics: 19,000 children under the age of five die everyday, 67 million primary school age children do not have access to education, and there are currently 15.2 million children who have been orphaned
due to AIDS. Children worldwide face and are more vulnerable to these grave situations, but they never cease
to be resilient and happy! We at Distressed Children & Infants International, along with all of our volunteers,
sponsors, donors, will continue to work for the rights of children!
On Nov. 20, Distressed Children & Infants International observed Universal Children’s Day with hope for a better future for so many lives. DCI’s program on Universal Children’s Day was to reassure the continuous support
for its children at the Sun Child Home orphanage (Orphan Support Program) and working to provide aid to
more orphans and needy families. DCI with its own limited strength has been working to improve the lives and
conditions of underprivileged children through the support of so many well wishers who want to see the same
change. It is our hope that by celebrating World Children's Day at DCI we bring our mission to light
and increase the support that has brought us here. Together we are making a difference.

Child Labor Facts


One in six children 5 to 14 years old — about 16 percent of all children in this age group — is involved in child labor in developing countries.





In the least developed countries, 30 percent of all children are engaged in child labor.
Worldwide, 126 million children work in hazardous conditions, often enduring beatings, humiliation and sexual violence by their employers.
An estimated 1.2 million children — both boys and girls — are trafficked each year into exploitative work in agriculture, mining, factories,
armed conflict or commercial sex work.



The highest proportion of child laborers is in sub-Saharan Africa, where 26 percent of children (49 million) are involved in work.
Sources: www.unicef.org, www.ilo.org
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Urgent Appeal to Help Dhaka Slum Fire Victims

Dear Friends of DCI,
As you may already know, at least 11 people died and many dwellings were burned down when a massive
fire tore through the Bou Bazar slum near Dhaka’s Hazaribagh residential area at around 3:00 am on Sunday, November 18th. The blaze burned some 700 dwellings to the ground, causing many people to lose
both their homes and livelihoods. Luckily, DCI stepped in to provide immediate aid and relief to many children and their families in the slum area. DCI field workers are also committed to helping the fire victims to
rebuild their homes and community.
DCI field workers are now providing the affected Bou Bazar residents Emergency Survival Kits containing
food rations, drinking water, mosquito nets, blankets, warm clothing, and medicine. This emergency distribution has already begun, and will continue in the days ahead as the situation and resident needs are assessed. Our DCI representative, Ms. Selina Iman Shelly, is personally monitoring and supervising the relief
effort on-site.
We recognize that at times like this, it is the children who are most vulnerable. As their immediate physical
needs are met, DCI is working to restore the children’s emotional well-being and ensure that their security, health, and educational needs are addressed.
The recent devastation in the slum is severe and DCI’s emergency fund is limited. For this reason, we
need your support to continue our efforts on behalf of the victims. Please contribute what you can during
this critical time to help our short and longer-term relief efforts for the victims of this slum disaster. We
are very grateful for any financial support you can offer for this initiative. We hope that DCI and the slum
victims can count on your help. On behalf of the children, thank you very much for your support and generosity!
Ehsan Hoque, MBBS, Ph.D.
Executive Director, DCI

Brian DeBroff, MD, FACS
President, DCI
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Field Trip for Orphan Children

In front of Jatiyo Smriti Shoudho and premises of Jahangirnagar University
DCI often takes the children of Sun Child Home to different historical places for
their education and enjoyment. In November the children were taken to the “Jatiyo
Smriti Shoudho” at Savar, Nabinagar. They have learned about Bangladesh’s liberty
in school and from books. Now they have seen that monument honoring the
memory of those who died for the liberation of Bangladesh.
The children were also taken to the Jahangirnagar University and National Assembly (Jatiya Shamshad), where they observed these important places and played together in a big field (Chandrima Uddyan).

Playing beside the National Assembly (Chandrima Uddyan)
www.distressedchildren.org
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Special Event– November, 2012
The children of Sun Child Home were taken to the “Fantasy Kingdom” at Savar, Dhaka on
November 24, 2012 for a picnic. The girls enjoyed the whole day at the amusement park
and went on all the rides.

DONATE Your Used Laptop to DCI: Help Underprivileged Children and Get a Tax Benefit
We would like to request that you consider donating your used laptop to Distressed Children & Infants International
(DCI). Your donated laptop will be used for DCI's programs on behalf of underprivileged children in remote areas of
Bangladesh and India. Over 5000 poor children will benefit from your generosity, and your donation (including shipping costs) will also be fully tax deductible! After we receive your laptop, we will send you a formal acknowledgment
of your gift and a tax receipt for your tax records. To donate a laptop to DCI, please e-mail us at
dci@distressedchildren.org, or, call us at 203-376-6351. Please visit www.distressedchildren.org for more
information about our mission and programs to see how your generosity will benefit children in need.
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Sun Child Home — November, 2012
The children in the Sun Child Home are going to school and enjoying other activities like music,
dance, art, and different types of games and puzzles. Everyday they are skipping rope for physical development and doing other physical exercises with their caregivers.

The children are very happy to go to school and enjoying their education

Playing with puzzles at Sun Child Home
Please sign up for DCI’s online monthly newsletter at our website:

www.distressedchildren.org
www.distressedchildren.org
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Eid Reunion at Day Care Center
DCI organized an Eid reunion program at its Day
Care Center in Kallyanpur, Dhaka. The children
enjoyed lunch with their parents at our center.
We also invited the slum management members,
who were very pleased to see our program. They
said that the environment, food, and education of
our day care center are exceptional.

Children eating lunch at day care
center Eid reunion program

At the end of the program they requested us to
increase the capacity and keep more children of
working mothers at our day care center. They assured us that they will provide all manner of support for implementing the program at Porabari
slum, Kallyanpur. Ms. Salma Qadir, Coordinator of
DCI Bangladesh, also joined the Eid reunion program.

Parents of the children and other guests eating lunch at Eid reunion program
NEED for Blindness Prevention Program (BPP):






According to the WHO, there are nearly 45 million blind people worldwide
87% of blind people live in underdeveloped countries, 2 million in Bangladesh & 12 million in India
500,000 children lose their sight each year
The leading cause of blindness is cataracts; 85% of blindness cases can be cured through inexpensive surgery
In Bangladesh, approximately 150,000 are irreversibly blind and need rehabilitation
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Mr. Gazi Salahuddin, Mr. Manjur Ahmed, and Ms. Salina
Imam visited DCI Bangladesh programs
Mr. Gazi Salahuddin, Mr. Manjur Ahmed, and Ms. Salina Imam visited DCI’s Sun Child Home,
Healthcare Program and Day Care Center. They met with the children of the orphanage and Day
Care and were briefed on DCI programs in detail during their stay. Mr. Gazi Salahuddin talked with
the girls about their education, hobbies, and future desires. Ms. Salina Imam learned about the
current day care activities and wanted to add some more activities with the program. She met with
the local DCI officials and residents of the Kalyanpur slum.

Mr. Gazi Salahuddin visits DCI’s Sun Child Home

Mr. Manjur Ahmed visits DCI’s
Sun Child Home

Ms. Salina Imam visits DCI’s
Day Care Center

Sponsor a Child Today at www.distressedchildren.org
www.distressedchildren.org
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Ms. Melissa Shaw & Ms. Jaynah Volunteer
at DCI Bangladesh Projects
In November 2012, Melissa Shaw from Australia and Jaynah from USA visited DCI’s Sun Child
Home. During her stay in Bangladesh Melissa volunteered at Sun Child Home and with the
Healthcare for Underprivileged Program (HUP). She focused especially on teaching English (written
and spoken) to the Sun Child Home children and staff. She also helped the HUP staff learn how to
communicate with people in English.
Jaynah spent a few days with the children at Sun Child Home. She brought warm clothes for the
girls as a gift, which will help the children stay warm this winter. She also brought some special
food for the kids.

Ms. Melissa Shaw teaching children and staff

Ms. Jaynah with the children of Sun Child Home
Join DCI on Facebook
Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.
Join us on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Sun Children Receive Supplies and Stipend
in Feni and Habiganj

Supplies program at Habiganj project

Supplies program at Feni project

Educational, health and hygiene materials, and stipends were distributed among the children in Feni and
Habiganj projects of DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP).
The Habiganj program was held on November 12, 2012 at the Nagura Farm Govt. Primary School
grounds. Ms. Salina Imam of DCI’s Arizona Chapter was present as a chief guest. Special guests included
Chairman of Pukhra Union Parisad, Head Teacher of Nagura Farm High School, and other teachers, who
the children and their families at the program. The guests talked to the children and guardians and were
pleased to hear about DCI’s activities.
The Feni program was held on November 19, 2012 at the Maijbaria Govt. Primary School. Ms. Salina
Imam also attended this program as Chief Guest along with other special guests, including the Chairman
of School Management Committee and Head Teacher.
All children received educational materials such as bound books, pens, pencils, pencil boxes, erasers,
sharpeners, drawing books, drawing pencils, and school uniforms. Health and hygiene materials such as
toothpaste, toothbrushes, detergent, and bath soap were also provided. Every child got a 600 Taka stipend for 6 months.
SPECIAL THANKS to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment to DCI’s programs and mission. Together we can change the world, one child at a time. We welcome you to DCI, and
we look forward to working with you in this most important mission.

CORPORATE MATCHING:
Many corporations/companies will match portions of employee donations to charity. Please consult your
HR department to determine if your employer will match your contribution to Distressed Children &
Infants International (DCI).
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Ms. Salina Imam, DCI Arizona visits SCSP
project activities.
Ms. Salina Imam, a member of DCI’s Arizona chapter, visited DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP)
in Feni, Habiganj and Patuakhali. She inaugurated the supplies and stipend distribution program in Habiganj and Feni on November 12th and 19th. During this time she spoke with the children of the program
and their families, teachers, and local community members, and observed the living conditions of the Sun
Child Program families. She also met with DCI tutors at DCI’s field office and discussed the program with
them.
Ms. Salina also visited the SCS program in Patuakhali project with a team on November 26th & 27th. She
observed the pre-school, Family Support Program (FSP), After School Tutor Program, and general living
condition of this project area, and spoke with teachers, children, families, and community members. She
was highly pleased with the activities of the Sun Child Sponsorship Program.

Inauguration of Supplies & Stipend Program

With Tutors & Field Workers at Feni Project

At Pre-primary School

Family Support Program (FSP) meeting

Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.

Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
www.distressedchildren.org
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What Our Volunteers Are Saying:
Working with DCI for the past six years has been an incredible opportunity! I have sent out thousands of e-mails hoping to gain support from sponsors and to inform them about this organization. I
have packed many, many envelopes and prepared them to be sent
out for sponsorship letters and updates late into the night with Dr.
Hoque and many other dedicated volunteers. I also helped with
DCI’s annual conference about child rights. All of the people at DCI
spend hours upon hours working to keep this organization running.
Sometimes the volunteers are willing to give up sleep and other various activities just to get the chance to work with DCI and change
lives. The events we organized the last several years were tremendously successful and productive, and also provided a great networking opportunity for me and other volunteers.
Not only has working with DCI been a privilege, but it has helped me
to grow as a person and become more compassionate and caring for
others around me. Most importantly, I received fantastic recommendations and a volunteer certificate for my college application, which was so helpful. I got into Johnson & Wales University and am
really enjoying it! I remain grateful to DCI for everything and making me what I am today. DCI is a
great organization and I urge everyone - if you have a few hours to spare - join this organization and
help them better the lives of underprivileged children.
-Deanna Tutrani
Johnson & Wales University

I've volunteered regularly with DCI since 2011. Upon meeting
with DCI's director and his family, I was blown away by their
level of dedication. They are the definition of inspiration. They
truly dedicate their daily lives to improving the situation of
children living in deplorable conditions. They live and breathe
their awareness of the painful reality of these children's lives
by keeping themselves immersed in the struggles they face.
They have created innovative solutions with DCI that grow
stronger each time more hands get involved in the cause. The
Sun Child Sponsorship Program is amazing in that it also engages children in schools in the US; initiating awareness and
compassion at a young age—what better way to help our
world unite than to educate our youth and show them they
can help make a difference? I am proud to volunteer with DCI
- they are a most admirable organization.
-Ashley Skidgell
Quest Global Engineering at Hamilton Sundstrand, San Diego, CA

www.distressedchildren.org
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Diabetic & Eye Care Camp – India
November 22nd, 2012
Madras Knights Round Table 181 organized a diabetic and eye care camp for the Siragu community. 250
participants benefited from these medical camps. Special food was served to all the beneficiaries, and 100
children were given new slippers and fancy cooling glasses by MKRT181. Our special thanks to everyone
who participated in the round table.

Eye tests given to patients from nomadic tribes

Beneficiaries receive results from diabetes check

Camp beneficiaries waiting to enter the medical room

A banana leaf feast is served to all camp beneficiaries

Children’s Day Celebration
Children’s day was celebrated on November 14th at Bharatha Matha Nursery and Primary School, Siragu Montessori School, Nagai Suyam Activity Center and Siragu Sengundram. Various competitions were held, including drawing, singing, and dancing. and the winners received prizes.
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Join the Power of 3!
The Power of 3 is an easy and powerful way for American youth to
start giving back to less fortunate children around the world. Through
participating in the Sun Child Sponsorship Program as a team of cosponsors, American children learn about the hardships of children in
the world and work together to help them. In the process they develop compassion, responsibility, appreciation of another culture, and
gratitude for what they have.

Form a team and save a life - sponsor a child in need!
Learn more at www.distressedchildren.org
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