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DCI organized a rally to observe World Aids Day 2012. HIVAIDS is the biggest epidemic of our era, killing over 30 million
people and infecting over 65 million. DCI wishes to remind
everyone of the amount of suffering caused by this disease.
Although Bangladesh has a HIV prevalence of less than 0.1%,
as a densely populated developing country, awareness and
prevention of HIV-AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases is extremely important.

Since the
beginning of
the
epidemic,
more than
65 million
people have
contracted
HIV and
nearly 30
million have
died of HIVrelated causes.
DCI rally in Dhaka on World AIDS Day — 2012
www.distressedchildren.org

A Sun Child Family Success Story
Sri Krishno Das has been supported by DCI
since 2006, when he started in class one. He is
now in class seven.
Before receiving help from DCI, Sri Krishno’s
family was very poor. His parents worked as
domestic servants and poultry workers to feed
their children. His mother Shilpi Bala hoped
that one day her children would become educated, but poverty is one of the biggest prob-

Krishno’s family and their cultivated crops

lems preventing a proper education. DCI took
the proper steps to educate Sri Krishno Das.
DCI also gave advice to Shilpi Bala on how to
remove herself from poverty, and with help
from DCI she succeeded. She took a Tk.8000
loan from DCI under our Family Support program (FSP) and rented a half-acre of land for
cultivating a variety of crops. Through the combined effort of Shilpi Bala and her husband,
they collected a good harvest, better than that
of others in their village. The family received
Tk.8000 in net profit. Shilpi Bala has received a
loan three times from DCI’s Family Support
Program. This year she also collected a good
harvest and hopes that she is going to receive
a substantial profit. She commented, “Sir, now
I can support my children properly. We never
imagined that happiness would come to our
family. All these things would not be possible
without the help of DCI.”





The primary school dropout rate in
Bangladesh is 35%
Nearly 5 million children are working
450,000 children live on the streets
in Bangladesh

Sign up for DCI’s online monthly newsletter at our website:
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Education, Health & Hygiene Materials and
Stipend Distribution Program Held in
Patuakhali, Bangladesh

The Supply Distribution program was recently held in our Patuakhali project area. The first program was held on December 5th at our project office, the second on December 6th at North
Shaula Government Primary School, and the last on December 7th at South Shaula Government
Primary School.
All children received their necessary materials and stipend. Their educational materials include a
bound book, pen, pencil, eraser, sharpener, drawing book, and drawing pencil. Their health and
hygiene materials include toothpaste, toothbrush, detergent and bath soap, biscuits etc were also
provided Every child got 600 Taka stipend for 6 months.
Many local community leaders, members
of the School Management Committee,
and guardians of children in the program
were present and all of the children enjoyed the events. The chairman of each
School Management Committee inaugurated the program and distributed the materials to the Sun Children. Their guardians
and present guests spoke positively about
the program and thanked DCI.
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Annual Exams Held in December

Annual exams for primary and secondary school children were held this month. All of
the children in the Sun Child Sponsorship Program attended the exams.

DCI Hires More Tutors for Sun Child Program

Our after-school tutoring program in our Patuakhali project area needed more tutors, so we arranged
a recruitment test on December 03, 2012. Around 45 candidates attended the test, and following the
examination we recruited 13 new tutors for our program. They will begin work on January 1st, 2013.
We now have a total of 48 tutors in our Patuakhali project, 21 male and 27 female.

Sponsor a Child Today at www.distressedchildren.org
www.distressedchildren.org
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Special Training for Teachers and Tutors

DCI arranged a special training for the staff, tutors, and preschool teachers of our Patuakhali project. One
of our sponsor groups, Perspective 3000, is helping us with this training. Co-founders of this group Mart
and Elly and their Bangladeshi representative Abdus Salam are staying at Shaula village, which is in our
project area. They will provide training till February 2013 to help our staff:
 Develop English language ability



Learn friendly and effective teaching methods
Learn rhymes and games for preschool children

227 New Children Included in Sun Child Program

DCI has included more 227 new children in its Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP). In December DCI
collected detailed information of distressed children from 5 pre-primary and 4 government primary schools
in our Patuakhali project through the help of teachers and local community members. After collecting the
information, our field officers met with those children and their mothers to talk about our program. About
105 boys and 122 girls will be receiving our support beginning in the new year.
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Early Childhood Development Success

130 boys and 155 girls from 10 Sun Child Pre-Schools have successfully completed their lessons for
2012. Now they are completely ready for admission to formal government primary school in grade one.
These Early Childhood Centers have provided an opportunity for these children aged 5+ to get ready
before beginning formal education in primary schools. Thanks to DCI’s ECD intervention, the children are
developing physically, socially, emotionally, mentally, and linguistically.
In its Patuakhali project, DCI has 10 pre-primary schools with 10 skilled teachers and 285 students (130
boys and 155 girls). In December our teachers concluded lessons for the year, and after this month the
children will take a test for admission in first grade in government primary school.

www.distressedchildren.org
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Children of the Sun Child Pre-School Program Are
Learning and Enjoying Themselves

Introducing DCI

Group Reading

Dancing

Physical Exercise

Group Lesson / Rhyme

Game Corner

www.distressedchildren.org
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Celebrating New Year 2013 at Sun Child Home
The children at Sun Child Home celebrated New Year’s Eve and welcomed the new year.
During the evening the children performed a drama, recited rhymes and poems, sang
songs, danced, and did many other things. They decorated their home with colored paper
and balloons and ate special foods prepared for them by DCI.

Performing a drama

Reciting poems & rhymes

Dancing

Thanking DCI

Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org
Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.

Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
www.distressedchildren.org
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Announcements

On January 12, 2013 a Youth Talent Search Program (YTSP) will be inaugurated at Homeland
Ideal School in Nabigan, Habiganj, Bangladesh. DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) has
been working in this area since 2008.

Special thanks to all our sponsors who
helped make this happen!
Discovering Twin Sisters!
We have provided aid to Jhorna and her family
since 2009, and they are very happy to receive
support from DCI. DCI wants to spread its program to another school near Shaula village in
2013, so in December we collected information
about underprivileged children and families in the
vicinity of Middle Karpurkathi Govt. Primary School
near Shaula village.

Jhorna

Farzana

We were surprised to find another child from this
school named Farzana who looks just like Jhorna!
After investigating further we found out that they
are twins who lost their mother when they were
born. Their father was unable to feed and take
care of them so two different families adopted
them.

Sponsor a Child Today at www.distressedchildren.org
www.distressedchildren.org
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Sun Child Home Children Get Excellent Results!
The children of Sun Child Home are going to school regularly and enjoying their education. Their
academic results were recently published at their schools, and all of the children were promoted
to the next class. Some children received a position in their classes between one and three. They
already got admission for their schools for new year. 17 children will attend Kisholoy Girls School
& College and the younger kids have been admitted to a kindergarten school. They are very happy to receive new books and are excited to start their new classes.

DONATE Your Used Laptop to DCI: Help Underprivileged Children and Get a Tax Benefit
We would like to request that you consider donating your used laptop to Distressed Children and Infants International (DCI). Your donated laptop will be used for DCI's programs on behalf of underprivileged children in remote
areas of Bangladesh and India. Over 5000 poor children will benefit from your generosity, and your donation
(including shipping costs) will also be fully tax deductible! After we receive your laptop, we will send you a formal
acknowledgment of your gift and a tax receipt for your tax records. To donate a laptop to DCI, please e-mail
us at dci@cox.net, or, call us at 203-376-6351. Please visit www.distressedchildren.org for more information
about our mission and programs to see how your generosity will benefit children in need.

www.distressedchildren.org
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Jasmine, a new member of Sun Child Home
Information at a glance:
Name : Jasmine Akter
Age: 3+ years
Father: Late. Salam
Mother : Fatema Akter
Family Home: Sherpur, Bogra, Bangladesh

Jasmine, age 3, joined Sun Child Home for Orphans this year. She
had been living with her parents and grandparents in Bogra.
However, when her father died in a road accident, her mother had
to move out of her in-law’s home in order to start her life again.
She travelled to Dhaka with Jasmine and settled in a slum dwelling
in the Mohammadpur slum. She searched for an orphanage for Jasmine so that she could be free
to not only work but find a new man to marry. After that she found someone and remarried. Her
new husband would not agree to keep Jasmine with them, and threatened that if she didn’t leave
Jasmine he would leave her. Jasmine’s mother heard about Sun Child Home and contacted the
DCI/RSC office. We admitted Jasmine to SCH on June 24, 2012.
We found Jasmine was suffering from malnutrition. We took her to the doctor and provided treatment. DCI Sun Child Home is giving special care to her and others like her.
Jasmine started a new life at Sun Child Home. She is learning rhymes, dance, drawing, singing,
playing with other kids and dolls. She is very happy at her new home.

Jasmine is now happy with her new friends at DCI’s Sun Child Home
www.distressedchildren.org
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These Children Have Parents, But No One to Care for Them
This article was retrieved from Prothom Alo news and
translated into English.
Dated: Nov 11, 2012
Photo credit: Prothom Alo
-What’s your name?
-Tania. That’s my brother Rajib (indicating the other
child).
-How did you end up in the police station?
-Someone found us at the bus stand and he brought
us here.

-How did you come to Bagerhat?
-My grandmother asked our uncle (fupa) to take us to the orphanage but he fled.

This is how Tania (age 10) responded to the reporter on Thursday evening. Her younger brother
Rajib still hasn’t learned to talk. Every time his sister is out of sight he starts crying as she is his
only family connection now. Tania told the reporter that they are from the Namazpur village of
Pirojpur Zilla. She was a grade 4 student of the local Simlabunia Primary School. Her father Kabir
Kha works in the city as a night guard and her mother Sharmin Begum is a housemaid. They
don’t know where their parents live in the city.
According to Tania her father remarried last year and lives with his new wife in Dhaka. Her mother remarried before that and left for Dhaka as well. Neither parent has taken any responsibility for
them. Both children lived with their grandmother Anowara Begum in the village, but recently the
grandmother sold the house for funds to send her youngest son Mohsin Kha abroad; they all then
moved to an aunt’s house in Mothbaria. It was the aunt’s husband who was to take them to the
orphanage but he left the children at the bus stand and fled.
The acting head of Bagerhat Model Police Station told the reporter of Prothom Alo that the children had been found crying at the bus stand on Wednesday and been brought to the station. He
requested the OC of Pirojpur Police Station to establish their home address. The OC of Pirojpur,
without even looking for it, had them submitted to the court which instructed that they be sent to
a government sponsored rehabilitation center for children and women of the Bagerhat district.
Both children are now residing there.

These Children Need Your Help to Go to School!
www.distressedchildren.org
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Day Care Children Get Warm Clothes for the Winter
DCI provided blankets, jackets, pants, shoes and socks for the children of its Day Care Center,
Kallyanpur, Dhaka. The children were very happy to receive the new clothes, blankets and shoes.

New pants and jackets for day care children

Sleeping happily with new warm blankets

Day care children trying out their new shoes and socks
www.distressedchildren.org
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Eye Screening and Surgery Camps Held in
Narail, Khulna, Bangladesh

Dr. Shakil Shafique delivering speech at inauguration
of free eye screening camp

DCI sponsored an eye screening and surgery camp in the village of Narail, Khulna,
Bangladesh in December, 2012. The goal of
the camp was to identify underprivileged
people who need eye surgery and are financially unable to receive it. The screened
cataract patients were then provided surgeries free of cost through our partner AdDin Hospital. In total, the camp was attended by about 470 people, of which approximately 263 were screened. About 53 cataract surgeries were arranged. These simple
surgeries can prevent blindness if treatment
is provided in time. DCI Puerto Rico Chapter representative Dr. Shakil Shafique was
present at the free eye screening camp as
special guest during his visit to our Bangladesh projects.

Eye screening camps like these are coordinated periodically as part of DCI’s Blindness Prevention Program
and are implemented by Rights and Sight for Children (RSC).

Free Eye Camp at Narail, Khulna, Bangladesh

The need for Blindness Prevention Program:






According to the WHO, there are nearly 45 million blind people worldwide
87% of blind people live in underdeveloped countries, 2 million in Bangladesh & 12 million in India
500,000 children lose their sight each year
The leading cause of blindness is cataracts; 85% of blindness cases can be cured through inexpensive
surgery
In Bangladesh, approximately 150,000 are irreversibly blind and need rehabilitation

Give the gift of sight: sponsor a cataract surgery today at distressedchildren.org!
www.distressedchildren.org
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Free Blood Typing Campaign

Free blood typing campaign for
reproductive age women

An orphan child is detecting blood group in
Free Blood Grouping Campaign

DCI supported a Free Blood Typing Campaign
for Reproductive Age Women at DCI’s Health
Clinic, Kallyanpur, Dhaka under the Healthcare
for Underprivileged Program (HUP). The campaign was organized by Rights & Sight for Children (RSC) and Human Aid Bangladesh. A
group of doctors and technicians conducted the
blood typing campaign. We provided support to
provide blood typing to children, youth, men
and women. A total of 113 learned their blood
type and received health support from our
Campaign. HUP doctor Dr. Ishtique Ahmed Zahid and DCI-Bangladesh RSC officials were present at the campaign.

Doctor is taking blood from day care child for
detecting blood group

Join the Power of 3!
The Power of 3 is an easy and powerful way for American youth to start giving
back to less fortunate children around the world. Through participating in the Sun
Child Sponsorship Program as a team of co-sponsors, American children learn
about the hardships of children in the world and work together to help them. In the
process they develop compassion, responsibility, appreciation of another culture,
and gratitude for what they have.

Form a team and save a life by sponsoring a child in need!
Learn more at www.distressedchildren.org
www.distressedchildren.org
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Campaign on Disability Limitations & Rehabilitation

Campaign on Orthopedic & Medicine

DCI supported a Free Campaign on Orthopedic &
Medicine. The theme of the campaign of “Accident
is a part of life-Prevent & Win it” (Disability Limitation & Rehabilitation) at DCI’s Health Clinic, Kallyanpur, Dhaka under the program of Healthcare for
Underprivileged Program (HUP). The campaign organized by Rights and Sight for Children (RSC) and
Human Aid Bangladesh. A group of specialist doctors & technicians were operated the campaign. We
provided support to the slum dwellers of Kallyanpur
Porabari slum. Total 46 people received Orthopedic
support and 8 people got medicine support from our
Campaign. Dr. Ishtique Ahmed Zahid, HUP doctor
and DCI Bangladesh & RSC officials were present at
the Campaign.

Doctor treating a patient at the campaign on Registration for campaign of Orthopedic & Medicine

SPECIAL THANKS to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment to DCI’s programs and mission. Together we can change the world, one child at a time. We welcome you to DCI, and
we look forward to working with you in this most important mission.

CORPORATE MATCHING:
Many corporations/companies will match portions of employee donations to charity. Please consult your
HR department to determine if your employer will match your contribution to Distressed Children &
Infants International (DCI).

www.distressedchildren.org
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Visitors
Dr. Kh. Nasimul Anwar & Ms. Khurshid Jahan (Shelly), Eng. Ehsan & Sonia, Dr.
Shakil Shafique and his wife visited DCI Bangladesh programs
On December 17, 2012 Dr. Khandaker Nasimul Anwar (husband of Dr. Sabina Ahmed) and Ms. Khurshid Jahan Ahmed, on December 26, 2012 Dr. Shamshad Begum and her son, on December 31, 2012 Eng. Ehsan and his wife Ms.
Sonia, Dr. Shakil Shafique and his wife and son visited DCI’s Sun Child Home, Day Care Center and Health Clinic.
They learned about DCI’s programs in detail during their stay.

Dr. Khandaker Nasimul Anwar, Ms. Khurshid Jahan Ahmed, Eng. Ehsan & Sonia, Dr. Shakil
Shafique and his wife & son visited DCI’s Sun Child Home

Dr. Khandaker Nasimul Anwar, Dr. Shakil Shafique and his wife & son visited DCI’s Health
Clinic and slum

Dr. Khandaker Nasimul Anwar, Ms. Shelly, Eng. Ehsan & Sonia, Dr. Shamshad, Dr. Shakil
Shafique and his wife & son visited DCI’s Day Care Center

www.distressedchildren.org
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Activities in Siragu,Tamilnadu, India

100 children were given new slippers and fancy cooling glasses by
MKRT181

Children attending school

Science Olympiad Examination:

A science olympiad examination was conducted at Siragu Montessori School and Bharathamatha Nursery
& Primary School on 29th November 2012. 76 children from BMS and 135 children from Siragu Montessori
School participated in this examination.

Hindi Exam Certificate Distribution:

The students and teachers of Siragu Montessori School and Bharathamatha Nursery & Primary School attended the Hindi exams such as Prathmic, Madhyama, etc. Students who excelled in the exams were given certificates on November 15th. The exams were conducted by Dakshina Bharath Hindi Prachar Sabha.

Inauguration of Kalyanamandapam:

The top management of Venkateshwara Boli stall is our regular donor who contributes snacks and sweets
to us during the time of festivals and various occasions. They built Venkataeshwara Kalyana Mandapam in
Vadapalani and we were invited to the inauguration function on November 18th. 250+ children participated and were asked to sing and dance. They also received gifts. A delicious dinner was served at the end
of the function.

Child Labour in India:

According to UNICEF, child labour in India is more than 90 million, out of 250 million in World wide, excluding child in domestic labour. India has the highest number of child labour of age group 6-14 years. 15 million children in India are in hazardous occupation. It is a big and bigger concern for India in its dream to become
a developed country.
www.distressedchildren.org
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Announcements
Call for Abstracts & Invitation to Conference on Child Rights & Sight at Yale University
4th Conference on Child Rights & Sight 2013

Yale University, September 28, 2013 (Saturday)
Organized by: Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI)
Co-Organizers: Yale University, Yale UNICEF, Rights & Sight for Children (RSC), Eye Surgery Associates
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut
Saturday, September 28, 2013
On behalf of Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI), we cordially invite you, your family, and friends to join the 4th Annual Conference on Child Rights and Sight taking place Saturday, September 28, 2013 at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. Please join us for a day of engaging and informative presentations addressing the topics of child rights, poverty and health,
followed by a relaxing evening of networking.
The Conference on Child Rights & Sight is organized by DCI in partnership with Yale UNICEF and Rights & Sight for Children to
coincide with Child Rights Week and World Sight Day. It brings together leaders from the fields of child rights, global health, international development, and social entrepreneurship to:



Discuss the nature of child poverty in the 21st century and promote awareness of children‚s rights in local, national, and international communities



Provide a forum for discussing creative, community-driven methods for addressing child labor, hunger, poverty and blindness
throughout the world
To date, this year's speakers include President of the UNICEF Executive Committee Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen and other leading national and international experts in the fields of children's rights, blindness prevention and child poverty. Additional speakers will be
posted on DCI's website as they are confirmed.
Call for Abstracts:
Are you interested in presenting your work at the conference? We encourage you to submit your abstract on any of the following
topics for oral or poster presentation:
Child Labor & Environment, Child Rights & Policy, Children's Health and Blindness Prevention
Visit our website to submit an abstract: http://conference.distressedchildren.org
QUESTIONS? If you would like more information regarding opportunities at the 2013 Conference for Child Rights & Sight or have
any questions, please contact Ian Burzynski (dci@distressedchildren.org) or Ziaul Mannan ( zia@distressedchildren.org), or call us
at 203-376-6351
The enthusiasm and support of rising global leaders like you is essential to make our difficult mission a success. Your attendance
at this event will be greatly appreciated.
IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES:
Abstract Submission Deadline: June 30, 2013
Registration Deadline (at reduced rate): July 14, 2013
Registration Cancellations Deadline: August 30, 2013 (11:59 PM)

Happy Holidays and New Year 2013!

To all DCI Sponsors, Donors, Volunteers and Well Wishers:
Thank you very much for all your generosity and support in 2012. We hope that happiness
and prosperity follow all your endeavors in the New Year, and we look forward to working
with you in our shared mission for many years to come! Best regards and warm wishes for
the coming year 2013,
-DCI Team

www.distressedchildren.org
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