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Message from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,
All of us at DCI hope you have had a wonderful year and wish you great success in
your endeavors in 2010. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for supporting DCI’s programs to help the underprivileged. The work that DCI is doing
today on behalf of impoverished children would not be possible without your support and collaboration. As a donor or supporter you have given the priceless gift of
hope to desperately poor children who would have become just another statistic
without the help of generous people like you.
Because of your generosity, DCI is currently supporting over 1100 children
through the Sun Child Sponsorship Program and Orphan Support Program. To
help sustain these programs that directly help individual children, we also undertake projects that strengthen the community. This year, we faced Cyclone Aila in
Bangladesh and continued to help those families whose lives were destroyed by the
previous Cyclone Sidr in 2007. Those events, combined with the ongoing recession, brought vulnerable communities to the brink of despair. Fortunately, against
mounting odds, people like you refused to give up. Thanks to your support, we
were able to continue providing crucial benefits to poor children and their families.
Because of the tremendous dedication and effort of our volunteer team and with
your support, we were able to provide the basis for a stable and transparent aid
system for the benefit of both donors and the children we serve. If you would like
to see how our programs operate first-hand, consider visiting our projects in Bangladesh and India, where you will have the opportunity to meet your sponsored children and see how you are changing their lives with your support. I encourage you
to review our website at www.distressedchildren.org to see our current achievements and learn more.
While our mission is not easy, we know that it can be achieved by working together with compassionate people like you. From all of us at DCI, we thank you in
advance for giving these children hope for a brighter future.
With best wishes for 2010,

A. Ehsan Hoque, MBBS, Ph.D.
Executive Director, DCI
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Who We Are
Distressed Children and Infants International (DCI), is a US-based nonprofit
child rights organization. It was founded in 2005 to improve the socioeconomic, educational, and health conditions of underprivileged children in
the United States and worldwide.
Most of us take for granted the basic necessities of life: food, water, shelter,
health, education and family. But there are millions of children in the world
who lack these essential things. DCI’s goal is to help provide these necessities
to impoverished children throughout the world. At DCI, we have chosen sponsorship as the base program for helping children in developing countries because we have found that sponsorship is the most effective way to provide
stable, long-term, ongoing services to the children and the families we serve.
DCI also works with the families and communities of its sponsored children to
develop sustainable income-generating activities for long-term prosperity.

Mission Statement
DCI’s mission is to advocate for child rights, and to help severely underprivileged children worldwide lift themselves out of poverty by providing them with
basic life necessities, education, and health care. We also seek to educate
American children about the challenges facing children worldwide, and to foster in them a desire to take a leadership role in working for humanitarian
causes.

Vision
DCI envisions a world in which all children will have equal access to basic human amenities – including education, health care, food, and shelter – as well
as the opportunity to achieve a secure and prosperous life. DCI hopes for a
day in which child labor will be eliminated globally.

Programs
DCI is working towards its goals through several different programs.
These are
Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP)
Health for Underprivileged program
Blindness Prevention Program
Orphan Support Program
Local Youth Development
Child Rights Awareness Campaign
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The Sun Child Sponsorship (SCSP)Program
The SCS Program is designed to give the poorest and most vulnerable underprivileged children of Bangladesh
the opportunity to become independent and productive citizens by reducing school dropout rates, providing
quality education and healthcare, and protecting and promoting child rights. As we progressed in our endeavors we realized that if we focus only on the child ignoring his/her school/family/community we cannot make
real progress. To make our support effective we need to work on all the pieces of their lives. So, in 2009 our
sponsorship program was divided into following components.

SCSP components
Prevents children from dropping out of school by providing,

——-Education
——-Health Care & Vision care
——-School Improvement
(rebuilding, repair, tutor, training etc)

——-Income Generating Activity
(farming, fishing, livestock, micro credit, etc.)

——-Community development
(adult education, tube-well etc.)

SCS Program Steps
Survey and select a location of extreme socioeconomic hardship.
Select a government-run school in the area with pre-existing infrastructure.
Set up a small local field office close to the school, hire a local field officer and provide him with
training to manage the program in that area.
Form a 7-9 member advisory committee with teachers from the school and other respected members
of the community. The committee identifies the most vulnerable children in their community.
Field Officer visits individual households and convinces the parents to bring the child back to
school.
Make a formal written agreement with the parents to bring their child back to school.
Find a sponsor in the USA, and send information and photograph of student to the sponsor.
Provide child with basic life necessities, including health care, and help the family to establish income generating activities, such as a small business, so that the child has the time and means to go to
school.
Supervise and monitor each child via the local field officer and the local advisory committee. The
field officer is responsible for providing regular academic and health reports on the child, as well as a
report on the overall progress of the sponsorship project site to DCI’s main offices in Dhaka and the
US.
Establish contact between American children and the child/children their parents are sponsoring in
Bangladesh through letters, drawings, and greeting cards.
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In 2009, DCI provided support to 800 children enrolled in the Patuakhali, Feni, Habiganj and Nilphamary Project. The following table shows the class wise children in different projects:
Class

Patuakhali

Feni

Habiganj

Nilphamary

Total

Pre School

34

00

00

00

34

I

97

00

04

00

101

II

80

02

52

03

137

III

74

20

44

30

168

IV

61

73

00

51

185

V

47

36

00

29

112

VI

19

14

00

17

50

VII

06

04

00

00

10

VIII

00

03

00

00

03

Total

418

152

100

130

800

There is an increasing trend of supporting the children in the last five years. The number of children
has increased from 55 in 2005 to 800 in 2009. The following graph shows the year wise children.
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Yearwise Supported Children

Accomplishments:
All the children were supplied uniforms, educational materials, stipend two times in 2009.
We felt that many of these children required additional teaching support to get them on track. So
the children were divided in 74 groups. 75 tutors were recruited to conduct two hours after school
coaching program round the year.
All the children had health check up by doctor twice in 2009.
All the children received free eye screen at least once in 2009
The parents of the children were divided into groups according to skill sets and given training and/
or capital support for income generation to promote their independence.
The newly rebuilt school following cyclone destruction was fully functioning
500 villagers of Patuakhali district whose homes and livelihoods were destroyed by Cyclone Aila
received relief & rehabilitation support.
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Children receiving health check-up

Reconstructed school in Patuakhali
Children receiving scheduled immunization

After school tutor, Habiganj

IGA group session

Children receiving supply of basic needs, Nilphamari

Children receiving Eid Gifts
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Income Generating Activity
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Health for Underprivileged Program:
The objective of our Health for Underprivileged Program is to ensure preventive and curative health services for the poor and disadvantaged people to make them healthy citizen of the country. Our project area
is Mohammadpur and the target people are the slum dwellers.

Curative health care:
We have a small clinic stationed at Mohamamadia Housing limited, Dhaka to provide curative health
care services to local slum dwellers. The clinic is open 5 days a week.
The service we provide are,
Provide treatment
Referred to others for specialized treatment
Follow up of patient

A total of 3125 patients were treated in the clinic in 2009.

Preventive health care:
In 2009 we have incorporated preventive health care as a part of our clinic activity. We recruited a Social
Worker to assist the slum dwellers to take different services from other health providers. Our social
worker regularly visits slums and renders the following services,
Awareness on nutrition of children and pregnant mothers
Ensure cent percent immunization of children and pregnant mothers
Ensure cent percent antenatal and post natal check up
Awareness on personal and environmental hygiene

Dr. Afia of NY
Several US doctors donated their services to
the clinic during their
visit to Bangladesh, DCI
is very grateful for their
support.
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Tazin Shadid, HUP Program Director with slum residents

Mr. Mat Nelson, CA

Prevention of Childhood Blindness:
The objective of the program is to provide community awareness and education on eye health, such as
nutritional guidance and information on the symptoms associated with eye diseases. Through this program we are offering free diagnosis and treatment of eye diseases for underprivileged people; and, once
the problem is identified we provide free examination by an ophthalmologist and surgery if required free
of cost to the patient. Besides once yearly eye check up to the children of our sponsored schools, in 2009
we were able to arrange five eye screening camps, two in Patuakhali and three in Dhaka.

A total of 1817 patients were treated in these eye camps.
820 patients were treated with medicine.
334 patients were provided eye glasses.
138 patients went through cataract surgery.

Eye Screen in Patuakhali

Cataract Surgery in India
Eye Screen in Dhaka
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Child Rights Campaign

Speakers

Distressed Children & Infants (DCI) International’s 2nd Annual Conference on Child Rights was held at the
TAC building of Yale University’s School of Medicine on October 17th, 2009. The conference featured over
15 speakers, who spoke about child rights issues with a special emphasis on health care and education. They
also spoke about different methods of safe guarding children from the impact of poverty/affluence and how
people can work as individuals, as an organization, and as a nation for distressed children. The conference
ended with an evening of entertainment, DCI’s Journey for Rights & Sight Benefit Concert at Mary Harkness
Auditorium of School of Medicine, Yale University. Artists included a wide range of local and international
performers who made different cultures and languages come alive on stage. More than 500 people attended
the day’s event.
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Visitors
Over 40 sponsors visited their child in 2009.
Many of them also donated their time at the
health clinic, the sponsored schools in the villages, or in DCI's Dhaka office. Some of them
helped DCI with monitoring and follow-up for a
variety of projects in Bangladesh. Here are just a
few pictures.
Jon Coleman, CT

Masud Chowdhury, TX

Dr Afia Zaman, NY

Angela & Dr. Mabel
Gomez, NY

Saleh Kibria & family, CA

Sabbir Ahmed, NY

Andrew Rozario, VA
Dinu Ahmed, NY

Javed Rahman, GA

Dr. Rubi Hossain, CA

Ryan Chowdhury, NY

Adil Faisal, MD
Anika Reza & Mrs. Rehan Reza , KS

Dr. Shahan Chowd-

Deluwara Ahmed, NY

Dr Md. Hamiduz Zaman,
NY
Mat Nelson & family, CA

Saika Belal Nitol, VA

Sponsors and Volunteers visited Bangladesh in 2009: Dr. Shahan Chowdhury, Dr. Nina Hoque, Shahera Karim, Misu Tasnim, Subhi Zaman, Dr. Afia Zaman, Jon11
Coleman, Matt Nelson, Kristel Varrties, Glenn Dodge, Masud Chowdhury, Ishita Ahmed, Manzurul Islam, Angelina Gomes, Galley Saleh, Arefin Babul, Dinu Ahmed, Dr. Sabina Ahmed, Rabita Aziz, Tupa Chowdhury, Dr. Komol Koli, Jovita Rahman, Marci Riley, Dr. Lutfa Khanam, Jillur Rahman, Juliette Riley, Tazin Shadid, Adil Faisal, Dr.
Maksud Chowdhury, Dr. Shamim Begum, Ryan Chowdhury, Tulip Chowdhury, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed

Financial Statement 2009 at a Glance
INCOME
Direct Public Support
individual business
contribution
corporate contribution
Special Event income

123541.1

%
91.6

676
765
9925

0.5
0.6
7.4

Total Income

134907.1

100.0

Income Source (% of total)
0.6

7.4

Direct Public Support

0.5

individual business
contribution
corporate contribution
Special Event income

91.6

EXPENSE
Program Expense Bangladesh
Program Expense USA
Returned contributions
Organizational fees
Contract Services
Facility and Equipemnets

Total Expense

%
117210.4
12502.2
1872.0
376.9
4331.7
1270.7
137564.0

85.2
9.1
1.4
0.3
3.1
0.9
100

Expense Distribution (% of total)
0.3
1.4

Program Expense
Bangladesh

3.1 0.9

9.1

Program Expense
USA
Returned
contributions
Organizational fees
Contract Services
Facility and
Equipemnets
85.2
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Conclusions
This report contains a brief analysis of those activities that was accomplished by DCI in
2009. Here we tried to provide an account of our achievements, challenges and new direction. During this period DCI has further extended its efforts to reach the most vulnerable and was able to expand its covered area.
DCI ‘s works at the root cause of poverty, trying to sort through each of the obstacles
faced by most vulnerable children. The challenge that DCI has undertaken is very difficult but we have made significant progress and was able to initiate changes in many
lives. We are aware of our limitations, yet we are determined to explore our potentials.
We look forward with hope and passion to accomplish our tasks ahead based on our
learning and experience of the year.
Because of our sincerity and hard work we are getting due appreciation and full cooperation from our development partners, Govt. and Local Govt. bodies and service providers.
DCI is hopeful of running its activities with continued cooperation and support of all
stakeholders.

Our Contact
5 Shipton Court
Cheshire. CT 06410
www.distressedchildren.org
Phone: (203)272-3869
Fax: (203)272-3869
E-mail: dci@distressedchildren.org
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