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DCI Newsletter
World Water Day Celebrated
On March 22, 2012, we observed World Water Day with
children of South Shoula Primary School in Patuakhali. The
theme of the day was water
and food security. First the
children participated in a rally
and went around the village.
Then we organized a discussion meeting with the children’s mothers on water and
food security.

Every 20
seconds,
a child dies
from
water
related
illness
======


Nearly one
billion
people
lack access
to safe
water and
2.5 billion
lack
adequate
sanitation

1.7 billion people lack access to clean water
2.3 billion people suffer from water-borne diseases each year


Sun Child Home Child Sharmin Akter Wins
Primary School Scholarship
Sharmin Akter
and
Ta he ra
Khanam
took
part
in
the
scholarship examination
among the local
kindergarten
schools. Sharmin Akter won
the scholarship.

Sharmin Akter
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World Water Day Message
World Water Day!

March 22, 2012

Today is the United Nation's World Water Day! Water is an essential part of one’s health, and
in nearly all of our daily human activities from our morning shower to our evening meal. However there are more than 1.4 billion people in the world who have no access to clean, drinkable
water. As much as half the world’s population struggles with little to no reliable access to
clean, drinkable water. We are overconsuming our global fresh water resources at unprecedented, unsustainable rates. All of us owe it to future generations to correct our water management patterns, to make sure they will have what they need to survive and to enjoy their
time on this Earth. In response to this situation, the United Nations established World Water
Day on March 22, 1993, which continues to be recognized annually in many countries. On this "World Water Day", DCI
would like to focus attention on the importance of fresh water and its sustainable management. Many people in the areas
where DCI works do not have access to this most vital resource. As a result, they are forced to drink water from stagnant
ponds and use the same water to drink that they use to bathe and wash their clothes and dishes. According to UNICEF,
about 4,500 children die each day from unsafe water and lack of basic sanitation facilities. In response to this urgent need,
we are working hard to provide tube wells and latrines in our project areas. A tube well is a low-cost solution to provide a
family access to clean drinking water, preventing diseases spread through contaminated water supply. By reducing the
spread of waterborne illnesses, each tube well and latrine promotes the health of the entire community. At DCI we continuously advocate for sustainable, fresh water resources for every child and family as a fundamental right. On World Water
Day, please think of those families who are not fortunate enough to have clean drinking water. With your support, DCI will
continue to transform rural communities through the gift of clean water.

Dr. Ehsan Hoque
Executive Director, DCI

For DCI, World Water Day is an opportunity to highlight some important facts about water:










Every 20 seconds, a child dies from water related illness
1.4 billion people live without clean drinking water and 2.5 billion lack adequate sanitation
2.3 billion people suffer from water-borne diseases each year
More than 3.4 million people die each year from water, sanitation, and hygiene-related
causes
780 million people lack access to an improved water source - approximately one in nine
people
In Bangladesh, 32 million lack safe water and 75 million have no sanitation services
Of the 366 quintillion gallons of water in the world, only .007% is drinkable
80 percent of all sickness and disease worldwide is related to contaminated water, according to the World Health Organization
Unless we change our ways, two-thirds of the world’s population will face water scarcity
by 2025
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DCI & RSC Celebrate International Women’s Day

March 8, 2012: Dhaka, Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) and Rights & Sight for
Children (RSC) observed International Women’s Day 2012 at all their project areas throughout
Bangladesh. A central event was organized with Girl Child Advocacy Forum in Dhaka followed by
a huge rally, discussion meeting and award ceremony. About 500 women, men, and children representing many organizations joined the rally.

Facts on Women:










Each year, more than 500,000 women -- at least one every minute -- die from pregnancy-related causes. The vast majority of these deaths occur in developing countries. An African woman's lifetime risk of
dying from pregnancy-related causes is one in 16; in Asia, it's one in 65. In Europe, it's one in 1,400.
Women now account for almost half of all cases of HIV/AIDS. In countries with high prevalence rates,
young women are at higher risk of contracting HIV than young men.
Of 876 million illiterate adults in the developing world, two-thirds are women.
In higher education, the level of women's enrollment equals or exceeds that of men in western Asia,
Latin America and the Caribbean, and developed regions outside western Europe. But in sub-Saharan
Africa and Southeast Asia, women's enrollment continues to lag behind, at 44 and 38 women per 100
men, respectively.
In Africa, women account for more than 60 percent of the rural labor force and produce 80 percent of
the food. A shifting emphasis on cash crops for export means more work for women, as they also must
grow food for their families.
Women produce half the world's food, but own only one percent of its farmland.
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DCI Executive Director Dr. Ehsan Hoque Visits
Bangladesh to Improve the Lives of
Underprivileged Children
Distressed Children & Infants International’s Executive Director Dr. Ehsan Hoque and Development Officer Ian Burzynski arrived in Bangladesh on March 27th and will visit Bangladesh
for one month to supervise and monitor the following DCI programs: Sun Child Sponsorship Program, Childhood Blindness Prevention Program, Orphan Support Program,
and Health Program for the Underprivileged. During their visit, they will be meeting with
a number of medical and academic professionals and NGO leaders. Dr. Hoque will also be
speaking with stakeholders to discuss plans for strengthening the opposition to child labor in
Bangladesh and assessing local child labor prevention programs around the country. In the
area of child rights protection, Dr. Hoque plans to monitor the success of DCI’s Sun Child
Sponsorship Program, and meet with various child rights NGOs to pursue new partnerships.

Please sign up for DCI’s online monthly newsletter at our website:

www.distressedchildren.org
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at DCI projects in Bangladesh
Health Check-up for Orphan Children:
We organized a health check-up camp for our orphan children at DCI's Health Clinic for Kallyanpur slum
residents on March 8, 2012. One by one, the doctor performed a check-up on all the children, and they all
received anti-worm medicine. The doctor is quiet satisfied with their growth.

Distribution of Improved Diet Among Malnourished Children of Kallyanpur, Dhaka
We distributed improved diet to malnourished children at our Health Clinic in Kallyanpur, Dhaka on March
18, 2012. Our social worker showed the mothers how to use it.

Child Specialist Dr. Sofiul Alom Korishi Provided Treatment at DCI's Health Clinic:
Pediatrician Dr. Sofiul Alom Korishi, MBBS, FCPS (Pedi), Consultant, Ibn Sina Medical College Hospital provided treatment at DCI's Health Clinic in Kallyanpur, Dhaka on March 21, 2012. He kindly treated 43 children on that day. We provided the necessary medicine.

Join DCI on Facebook
Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.
Join us on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Eye Camp
DCI has been working for many years to treat preventable blindness in its Patuakhali project area through cataract
surgery. Last month, we organized two eye camps in Bauphal, the most remote Upazilla of Patuakhali District. A
medical team of Islamia Eye Hospital Barisal screened the patients from Karpurkathi, Kalaiya on February 18th and
Khajurbaria of Daspara union on February19th. Through these screenings, the doctors identified 175 clean cataract
patients. Free surgery was completed for 134 cataract patients at Islamia Eye Hospital in Barisal between March 1921, 2012. Now these patients are completely cured and have clear vision. One of the most cost-effective global
health interventions, cataract surgery gives patients new educational and economic opportunities, thereby boosting
the local economy and helping to break the cycle of poverty. To continue this life changing and community-building
work, we need your support. A mere $50 pays for a sight-restoring cataract surgery. Together, we can build a brighter future for the people of Patuakhali, Bangladesh.
Particulars

Kalaiya-Bogi

Daspara-Khajurbaria

Total

Patients registered

608

316

924

Clean cataract patients

97

78

175

Netronali

56

28

84

Cataract+Netronali

14

3

17

Terrisiam

54

25

79

Refractive error

85

52

137

Only medicine

294

125

419

Referral
Cataract surgery done

8
70

5
64

13
134

500,000 children lose their sight each year.
85% of blindness is preventable
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Allison Newton-Moore (Washington, USA)

Volunteered with DCI-Bangladesh

On January 29th, Allision visited DCI’s Bangladesh office and Sun Child Home

Alison Moore also worked at the HUP clinic and slum
Allison Newton-Moore’s Bio:
I'm 24, born and raised in Seattle, Washington USA. I studied Nursing at Highline Community College and graduated in 2011 with an Associates in Pre-Nursing. I am now studying Biology at Seattle Pacific University and working for my family's company in Seattle. I have always been involved in my local community volunteering as a 4-H
member, working with the elderly, cleaning parks, and donating. I believe a community can only thrive if the
members care about one another and work together towards progressive goals. Healthcare interests me especially because I have a disease, asthma, that I have struggled with my whole life. Education is the most valuable
tool a person can have to improve themselves and their communities an prevent illness.

Sponsor a Child Today at www.distressedchildren.org
www.distressedchildren.org
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Masum’s Family’s Success Story

Masum is a supported child of DCI. Masum is currently a student of class five. He receives full educational and health support from DCI. His mother Masuda Begum is also a member of DCI’s
Family Support Program (FSP). Masuda Begum took a zero-interest two thousand taka loan from
this program. Before taking the loan from DCI, their family was as poor as any other family in the
village. After taking the loan, Masuda acquired 15 decimal of land from a rich man in the village.
She cultivated potatoes on the land. 1800 taka was spent to cultivate the potatoes, the harvest of
which yielded a 4200 taka profit! A female-calf was bought with the profit. The calf became a big
healthy cow that gave birth to a new calf. When the new calf became big it was sold for 12,000
taka. With the money, Masuda’s mother bought another cow which sold for 17,000 taka. Then
she started her own business. Now Masum’ family is not facing any financial difficulty. Masuda
says she loves DCI for giving her this opportunity.

Sponsor a Child Today at www.distressedchildren.org
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Dr. Seerat Nasir, Director of HUP visited HUP Project
February 18, 2012

On February 18, 2012 Dr. Seerat Nasir made some time to visit the children at the
orphanage. She learned about DCI’s programs and later visited the Sun Child Home.

Dr. Seerat Nasir is very supportive and dedicated to DCI’s work on children’s health and has been involved with DCI
since 2005. Dr. Nasir is an Independent Consultant currently residing in Norman, Oklahoma. She has worked for over
20 years in program design, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and training, 13 of which were served in Southeast Asia. During this time she worked in the areas of youth, reproductive health, family planning and clinical training. She also focused on mainstreaming gender into programs on sexual and reproductive health and HIV/AIDS and
helped develop rights-based projects for marginalized populations (e.g. PLWAs, sex workers, MSMs, refugees). She
was key in developing, implementing and managing a program on reducing unsafe abortion among women in Indonesia and Mongolia. Dr. Nasir has worked with international development organizations like IPPF, PPFA-International,
and Ipas, focusing on reproductive health and the rights of women and young people. She was responsible for establishing Ipas’s Bangladesh Country Office and implementing a 5-year program on Maternal Health in collaboration with
the Government of Bangladesh’s Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. The program reaches women of all ages including the poor and underserved. She was also responsible for strengthening health systems in India, Pakistan, and Nepal.
Dr. Seerat Nasir has a passion for women and children’s health and has worked extensively in South and Southeast
Asia to improve lives of women and children. She is a medical graduate with training in Ob/Gyn and holds a Masters
degree in Health Social Science from Mahidol University, Thailand. Dr. Seerat Nasir is now acting as the Director of
DCI’s Health for Underprivileged Program (HUP).
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Announcements
2013 Dues
All sponsors: DCI requests all sponsors to pay sponsorship dues for 2013 by June ($180/yr)
Any Zakat contributions: per your specific interest or to our general fund

These Children Need Your Help to Go to School!
Sponsor a Child Today Through DCI's Sun Child Sponsorship Program at: www.distressedchildren.org
Call for Abstracts & Invitation to Conference on Child Rights & Sight at Yale University, Sept. 28, 2013
4th Conference on Child Rights & Sight 2013
Yale University, September 28, 2013 (Saturday)
Organized by: Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI)
Co-Organizers: Yale University, Yale UNICEF, Rights & Sight for Children (RSC), Eye Surgery Associates
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut
Saturday, September 28, 2013
http://www.distressedchildren.org/
On behalf of Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI), we cordially invite you, your family, and friends to join the 4th Annual Conference on Child Rights
and Sight taking place Saturday, September 28, 2013 at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. Please join us for a day of engaging and informative presentations addressing the topics of child rights, poverty and health, followed by a relaxing evening of networking.
The Conference on Child Rights & Sight is organized by DCI in partnership with Yale UNICEF and Rights & Sight for Children to coincide with Child Rights Week
and World Sight Day. It brings together leaders from the fields of child rights, global health, international development, and social entrepreneurship to:




Discuss the nature of child poverty in the 21st century and promote awareness of children‚s rights in local, national, and international communities
Provide a forum for discussing creative, community-driven methods for addressing child labor, hunger, poverty and blindness throughout the world

To date, this year's speakers include President of the UNICEF Executive Committee Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen and other leading national and international experts in
the fields of children's rights, blindness prevention and child poverty. Additional speakers will be posted on DCI's conference website ( http://
conference.distressedchildren.org) as they are confirmed.
Call for Abstracts:
Are you interested in presenting your work at the conference? We encourage you to submit your abstract on any of the following topics for oral or poster presentation:
Child Labor & Environment, Child Rights & Policy, Children's Health and Blindness Prevention
Visit our website to submit an abstract: http://conference.distressedchildren.org
QUESTIONS? If you would like more information regarding opportunities at the 2013 Conference for Child Rights & Sight or have any questions, please contact Ian
Burzynski (dci@distressedchildren.org) or Ziaul Mannan ( zia@distressedchildren.org), or call us at 203-376-6351
The enthusiasm and support of rising global leaders like you is essential to make our difficult mission a success. Your attendance at this event will be greatly appreciated.
IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINE:
Abstract Submission Deadline: June 30, 2013
Registration Deadline (at reduced rate): July 14, 2013
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Join the Power of 3!
The Power of 3 is an easy and powerful way for American
youth to start giving back to less fortunate children around the
world. Through participating in the Sun Child Sponsorship Program as a team of co-sponsors, American children learn about
the hardships of children in the world and work together to help
them. In the process they develop compassion, responsibility,
appreciation of another culture, and gratitude for what they
have.

Form a team and save a life by sponsoring a child in need!
Learn more at www.distressedchildren.org
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