
Distressed Children International (DCI), Inc is a US registered charitable non-profit organization.  It was founded in 

2003 to improve the socio-economic, educational, and health conditions of the underprivileged children in the 

United States and worldwide. DCI also works with families and communities of its sponsored children to develop 

sustainable income-generating activities for long-term prosperity.   

    Message from Dr. Brian M. DeBroff,  

                   President, DCI 
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Millions of children live in desperate poverty 
with little food, a lack of medical care, no educa-
tion, shelter, or decent clothing, and above all 
no hope for a better life. Too many  children are 
forced to work almost as soon as they can walk.  
DCI believes increasing access to education is 
crucial in the fight against poverty and child la-
bor.  Thus, we have created the Sun Child Spon-
sorship (SCS) Program to provide underprivi-
leged children the opportunity to become inde-

pendent and productive citizens. I am encouraged at the outpour-
ing of support given to DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program.  In a 
short time, we have been able to create a transparent, strong, 
stable and dependable infrastructure that reflects a sound commit-
ment to our mission.  This is, however, a team effort. We can not 
progress without your help. I welcome you to join us, visit our 
project area and see what we are doing, and most importantly, to 
get involved.  Through your support and involvement, we 
can change many children’s lives forever.  The challenges 
are great, but there is much we can do.  I urge you to 

keep supporting DCI.  Together, we can make 

a difference. 

Message from Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed,                                           

Vice President, DCI 

I visited Bangladesh in  April 2007. I was very 
satisfied to see the progress of our Sun-Child 
Sponsorship program.  It was a great pleasure to 
discuss the details of our program with such ex-
perienced and dedicated volunteers. I would like 
to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to 
Professor A.K. Azad Khan and the Diabetic Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh (DAB) and Association for 
Social And Health Improvement-Fund Bangladesh 
(AFB) for providing continuous support and  co-

operation in establishing and implementing our SCS Program in Bang-
ladesh.  I am very excited about the future of this wonderful pro-
gram.  The work done is very useful and urgently necessary, and 
knowing that the money is used well, motivates us all to spread the 
word about the work that DCI is doing. I am so very proud to know 
that we are changing lives. I encourage  you all to join DCI in any 
capacity you are able to; with so little, you can give so much!  Thank 

you all for tre-

mendous support. 

Before DCI 

DCI’s main project is the “Sun Child Sponsorship 
Program”- it is designed to help distressed children, 

their families and communities in Bangladesh.  We have 

• Seven schools under SCS program. 

• Schools are located in Feni  (3 schools),  Nil-

phamari (2 schools), and Patuakhali (2 schools). 

•  In 2006, 378 children were enrolled into SCS 

program. 

• In 2007, 135 more children enrolled in our pro-
gram, for a total of 513 children . 

Sun Child Sponsorship Program 

After DCI 

July 2007 
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Thank you 

Life is Changing! 

Generating income for families today for their 
children's tomorrow.  
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It is sad that many impoverished children are often forced to work 
to support their family. To break this chain, we are providing chil-
dren's families with life skills training and all the tools necessary to 
open a small business and generate a sustainable direct income 
through our income generating program.  This allows the child to 

remain in school and con-
tinue his/her studies.  

 

Some of our activities in-
clude: 

1. Developing and teaching 
modern home gardening tech-
niques, allowing families to 
eat nutritious meals and sell 
the surplus.  

2. Providing livestock—
ducks, goats, chickens, and 
cows, to invest in farming.  

3. Leasing or buying a pond 
for the community and teach-
ing them how to cultivate 
fish.  

4. Adult Education and Life 
Skills Training 
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Putting Strength in the 
hands of impoverished 

families 
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Some Facts: Globally, 250 million 
children are child laborers & 
22,000 children die in work-
related accidents.   

In Bangladesh alone, 

· 5 Million Children are 
working. 

· Population below poverty 
line 36% 

· Primary School Dropout: 
35%  

����������		��
������������������������������
����������������	������

������ ��	
������ � ������ ������ ��������� ������ � ��� ���
����� � ������� ������ � ����� ��	
������ � �	����� ���� �
�������������������������� !	��"��������#������ � 	���"��
�������$�
�������������
����%�����	������������	� ����
�#� ������� ����� � &�������� ������ � �#� '������� �	����  �
&���������������������������(�)����#�����������# ���*
���� �	����� � ������ ���� ����� � �+�	��� ���� $	���� � �	�����
��������� � �������%��� � ������%��� � ���������� ���������
��	
������ �������� ���������� � ��+����� $�
��� ������ �
�	�,�+�� ���
��  � ����� -����� ������ � %�+��������
�������� � ������ �������� � ������ � $�
���
������ �������.�����

Samina’s father Abul Ka-
mal said that he started re-
ceiving help from DCI’s 
income generating activities 
in 2006 at the Feni Project.  
Before they joined this pro-
gram everyday was a strug-
gle. Sending their child  to 
school was something out 
of the question.  

He believed that it was a 
miracle that someone has 
extended a helping hand to 
them. They thank God, they 
thank DCI –because now, 
their child is attending 
school, and they have 
started a goat farming busi-
ness. They receive enough 
income from that business 
to provide their children 
food. 

Bibi Ayesha, mother of 
Samina said, “Every night 
when I went to bed I could 
hear my children tossing 
and turning because of their 
empty  rumbling bellies. It 
is hard to sleep when your 
children are hungry. I used 
to pray to God that I don’t 
wake up in the morning 
because I just couldn’t take 
it anymore!  Thank God 
DCI came and we were 
selected.  May God give 
Zayan Rahman long life. 
Because of her I can sleep 
through the night now and I 
am not afraid to wake up!” 
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A group of DCI voluteers 
lined up behind the curtains, waiting for 

their cue to go on stage. Their little hearts were pounding with joy. They had 
seen an earlier DCI presentation where they viewed pictures of the underprivi-
leged children in Bangladesh. They were thrilled that they were helping those 
children half way around the world.  Children ranging from the age of four to 
fifteen, Lora Chowdhury, Farbeen Safa, Nikita Ahmed, Anika Khandoker , Vikkee 
Chowdhury, Anita Nazumul,  Alisha Mannan, Nahian Khan, Raishma Kazi, Rais 
Kazi, Maraaj Chowdhury and Aneem Khandoker, had put together their very 
own entertainment show to attract people to the DCI’s information distribution 

campaign.  

The music started, that was the cue! They scurried on stage and gave 
the audience the “best entertainment in town”. The show was a huge success; 
they were able to attract many sponsors for underprivileged children in Bangla-

desh!  

 

 

“Give life through water," says Lira, DCI youth volunteer  
and a pre-med student at the University of Texas at Aus-
tin.  Lira and fellow students are campaigning to raise 
enough money for every community in the DCI program 
to have access to clean water through the placement of 
tube wells. Every year millions of people, especially chil-
dren, die due to preventable water borne diseases. This 

is unacceptable and must be stopped.   

 

Stepping through red rotating doors of Manchester M i d d l e 
School near the entrance surround-
ing a  table clustered a group  of 
young DCI volunteers, they were at 
a Bengali New Year’s Fair. The chil-
dren were of different ages ranging 
from six to nineteen, but their mis-
sion was the same, helping to  im-
prove the life of the impoverished. 
They had set up an information 
booth and were attracting people to 

the stall by selling candies. Each time one of them bought a Her-
shey bar or a Willie Wonka Rope, the children explained to them 
how by buying one of the candies he or she is making life a little 
sweeter for kids who have nothing. By the end of the day they re-
ceived about twenty volunteer applications, and eight new spon-
sors! and most importantly they had fun working together and a 
sense of satisfaction for doing something great. 

 

To the right is a group 
of youth volunteers. 
They are participating 
in a can food drive for 
a local food pantry in 
Cedar Hill, TX. The vol-
unteers are Lora 
Chowdhury, Stephanie 
Monzingo, Jacob Kals-
nes, and Jonathan Fos-

ter. 

 “Neva! What are you doing behind 

the couch?” Sharmin asked her three year old 

daughter. She realized her daughter was look-

ing for coins  to put into her bank. She was 

very happy because Neva is learning to think 

about someone else besides herself at such a 

young age! 

 DCI Texas chapter started distrib-

uting “holiday banks” to children  to save 

money for their underprivileged friends. 

The money thus collected will be used for 

gifts for children in third world countries on 

holidays. WOW! What a great way to show 

your child how privileged they are and to 

teach them to think about another in need.  

EVERY PENNY EVERY PENNY EVERY PENNY EVERY PENNY 

 

Amanda & Linda Chang, Asahi Hoque, Nicole Tutrani and Leslie 
Tracey are very dedicated volunteers in Connecticut.  They 
worked very hard to put together hundreds of children’s informa-
tion received from Bangladesh. They are always there to help with 
office activities-including paper work, accounting, telephone etc.  
Some of them are working in the local community dining room 
feeding the homeless, every third Sunday, on behalf of DCI.  Such 

compassion  is hard to believe in those so young!!! 

On June 2nd a lovely Saturday afternoon, when others were enjoy-
ing the wonderful weather after a long Connecticut winter, some 
very compassionate children (Kendra, Hannah, Bella, Melissa, Mich-
ele, Sofia, Asahi) joined together with volunteer co-ordinator, Liz 
Swearsky  to prepare letters to be distributed to the local commu-
nity to spread the news about DCI.  They worked the whole day 
and prepared and distributed 400 letters!  I said to one of them, 
“Why don’t you take a rest, you didn’t stop.”  She answered, “It’s 

ok, we are helping those kids carrying bricks on their head!”  

These kids also arranged a lemonade stand at the corner of the 
street to collect money for distressed children. The act small, the 
gesture immense -they are 

To Volu
nteer  

Toll Fre
e # 866-

516-749
5,  

Tel+Fax
 # 203-3

76-6351
 

E-mail: 
dci@dis

tressedc
hildren.

org  

www.distressedchildren.org 
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In September 2006, SCS Pro-
gram director, Mrs. Limu 
Chowdhury, visited the project 
areas. She gave holiday gifts to 
the children. She also partici-
pated in the International Child 
Right's Day Rally. At that time, 
she visited Gingira where many 
children are working in ex-

tremely dangerous conditions. She was 
shocked to see the extremely hazard-
ous condition children were working in 
there.  “They are just little children, 
but physically and mentally they are 
working like an adult.”  She believes it 
is urgent to save these children and is 

working very hard to do so. 

Sponsoring family 

visits child 

"To see the work that gets done 

in the projects is very useful and 
necessary, and that the money is 
used well, motivates you to 

re-
turn 
to the USA to create aware-
ness about the work that 
DCI does on the field. We 
were overwhelmed by so 
much amiability. We felt that 
our collaboration is scant for 
such a tremendous effort. 
This renews our commit-
ment and we would like to 

sponsor a  new child." 

Drs. Rokeya Huq and Manzur 

Huq 

29 Tarrywile Lake Rd., 
DANBURY,  CT,  06810, 

USA 

Prof. A.K. Azad Khan,  

Honorary Country Director of 
DCI,  and President,  Diabetic 
Association of Bangladesh  

Visits USA 

 

DCI’s, Chicago Chapter under leader-
ship of Dr. Sabina Ahmed arranged a 
reception in honor of Professor Azad 
Khan, in Chicago on June 24, 2007.  
Prof. Azad Khan said, He is very happy 
with DCI’s work in Bangladesh, and in-
sured that the Diabetic Association of 
Bangladesh is always ready to give any 
support DCI needs.  He requested the 
audience to just give up going to one 
movie a month, because that is enough 

to change a life in Bangladesh. 

Winter is a very harsh season in Bangla-
desh, especially in the rural areas.  Many 
underprivileged families cannot afford to 
buy proper winter clothing. On Decem-
ber, 2006 DCI’s executive director Dr. 
Hoque and Michigan volunteer coordina-
tor, Ms. Polly visited the Nilphamari pro-
ject area to donate winter clothing, blan-
kets, sports equipment, and candy to all 
the SCSP children. They also visited some 
of the children’s homes and families, to 

better understand their living conditions.                                                   

 

HIV/AIDS ACTIVITIESHIV/AIDS ACTIVITIESHIV/AIDS ACTIVITIESHIV/AIDS ACTIVITIES    

DCI Bangladesh office arranged an HIV/ 
AIDS awareness program in Paramount Gar-
ments, Bangladesh for the garment workers.   

About 450 workers attended this discussion. 

Become a DCI sponsor or 

volunteer 
If you would like to Sponsor a Child, or would 
like to make a financial donation, volunteer or 
provide any service, please contact us by mail, e

-mail, phone or fax .  

Name: ______________________________________ 

Co- Sponsor: _________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________ 

City: _________________  State: ________________      

Zip Code: ___________________________________ 

Telephone: __________________________________ E

-mail:______________________________________ 

Please check the appropriate box(es): 

        I want to sponsor a □ boy, □ girl, □ either 

in Bangladesh for $10 per month  for _ year(s)  

(Minimum one-year commitment is necessary) 

I am interested in knowing more about other DCI 

programs and activities 

I am interested in working as a DCI volunteer  

 

    I wish to make a donation  $ __________ 

 

Distressed Children International, DCI 

5 Shipton Court, Cheshire, CT 06410, USA 

Toll Free# 866-516-7495, Tel+Fax# 203-376-6351 

E-mail:  dci@distressedchildren.org 

www.distressedchildren.org 

RAZIA CAN NOW SEE!

RAZIA CAN NOW SEE!

RAZIA CAN NOW SEE!

RAZIA CAN NOW SEE!    

Razia Begum had bilateral cataracts; 

her family was unable to afford health-

care, as they were extremely poor. Ka-

mal Hasan, her father died when she 

was three years old. DCI provided the 

necessary surgery and volunteer, Dr. 

Ferdous Akhter kindly did the surgery 

free of cost.  Razia is now able to see.  

DCI is providing free eye care services 

to all the children in its project areas.  

DCI’S TEAM VISITS THE PROJECT AREASDCI’S TEAM VISITS THE PROJECT AREASDCI’S TEAM VISITS THE PROJECT AREASDCI’S TEAM VISITS THE PROJECT AREAS    

DCI  is a 501 (c) (3) (IRS Tax Exempt) Non-profit charitable organization. Your contribution to the DCI is fully tax-deductible! 

www.distressedchildren.org 


