
People made homeless by Sidr. Today 

thousands still live in temporary shelters. 

Devastation caused by Cyclone Sidr.   

DCI Team making bread and oral saline for 

cyclone victims. 
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DCI acted immediately to help the cyclone victims. As a first response, DCI distributed about 4000 
emergency kits containing food, water, blankets, warm clothing, and medicine. Once local residents 
were out of immediate danger, DCI began to focus its efforts on rebuilding damaged homes.  Dr. Ehsan 
Hoque, DCI Executive Director, visited the areas affected by Cyclone Sidr with a volunteer team from 
the USA and personally supervised the charity’s relief work. While he was very pleased with the aid 
DCI was able to provide to the people of Patuakhali, he noted that there is still so much work that 
remains to be done. DCI’s efforts to rebuild homes and restore peoples’ livelihoods are ongoing, and 

we are also working to repair damaged schools as funding becomes available.    

DCI leadership group and staff directing relief efforts 

from a distribution center for emergency aid. 
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EDITORIAL: 

Towards the end of 2007 we 
had two natural disasters hit 
ou r  p ro j ec t  a rea s  i n          
Bangladesh: first the floods in 
July, and then Cyclone Sidr in 
November.  These were   
devastating events for the 
people there, particularly in the 
Patuakhali District. Fortunately, 
none of our sponsored     
children lost their lives;   how-
ever the floods and   cyclone 
did destroy many of their 
homes, along with their fami-
lies’ livelihoods. So at the end 
of 2007 and well into 2008, all 
of our efforts were focused on 
helping these children and their 
families get their lives back to 
normal.   DCI is so grateful to 
all of you --our faithful spon-
sors,     donors, volunteers- for 

your continued support.   

Damage done to rice fields 
caused food shortages and de-
stroyed many families’ livelihoods. 

DCI team arrives in Patuakhali as thousands of Cyclone 

victims wait for help. 
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DCI workers sorting relief  aid products. 



DCI relief workers distributing construction materials for a 

house: wooden beams and pillars, and sheets of tin. 

A sponsored child’s home was completely destroyed by 
cyclone Sidr. DCI donated sheets of tin and other build-

ing materials and helped the family rebuild their home. 
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Sir Salimullah Orphanage,  Boys Hostel. 

DCI developed a partnership with the Sir Salimullah Or-
phanage to provide educational  support, healthcare and 
other essential services to 315 orphans through Orphan 

Support Program. 

Girls of Sir Salimullah Orphanage, Azimpur, Dhaka. 

House Rebuilding Efforts Orphan Support Program 

In establishing DCI's Orphan Support Program, our aim is to enhance the physical, 
emotional, social and intellectual well-being of children living in orphanages in Bangla-
desh. While our goal is eventually to reach all orphanages in Bangladesh, we have 
started with the Sir Salimullah Orphanage, Azimpur, Dhaka.  There are 315 children 
living in this orphanage with bare minimum facilities due to  very limited funding.  
With time and ongoing support,  we intend to turn these orphans' tears into smiles, 
and to replace the sadness in their hearts with joy and optimism.  Please  join this 
effort.  My sincerest gratitude to  all our existing sponsors, donors, and supporters.  
Your continued support and generosity will give these very deserving children a 
priceless gift: hope for a better future. Thank you so much for choosing to make a 
difference in the life of a child.      
    Sabina Ahmed, MBBS, M.D. 
    Director, Orphan Support Program 

DCI workers overseeing home rebuilding efforts. 
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DCI President Dr. Brian DeBroff  Visits Bangladesh 
In December Dr. Brain DeBroff visited Bangladesh to personally supervise the charity’s relief work.   At the same time he offi-
cially inaugurated DCI’s Childhood Blindness Prevention (CBP) Program. The goal of this program is to provide free 
preventive eye care, as well as diagnosis and treatment, to underprivileged children. In collaboration with the Diabetic       
Association of Bangladesh (DAB), Ophthalmological Society of Bangladesh (OSB), Ispahani Eye Hospital, Terre-Des-Hommes, 

Harun Eye Foundation and other organizations, DCI will now seek to help as many needy children & infants as possible. 

Dr. DeBroff with BIRDEM hospital staff in Dhaka.  New partnership with Ispahani Eye Hospital. 

"One of the children I operated on was a 
nine-year-old boy who was completely 
blind due to developmental cataracts, and I 
was thrilled to have the chance to restore 
his vision," said DeBroff. "The day after the 
procedure he was looking at pictures of my 

children back home in the U.S!" 
Dr. Brian DeBroff, Dr. Azad Khan, inaugurates the Childhood Blindness Prevention   

Program which included a weeklong seminar and surgery camp for underprivileged. 
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Dr. Brian DeBroff with his young cataract patients after their surgeries.  

Dr. DeBroff with “9 year old Arif” 

Dr. DeBroff training doctors in Bangladesh 



Healthcare Program 

for  

The Underprivileged 
On January 08, Dr. Maksud 
Chowdhury, DCI Patron, and 
Mr. Md. Abdul Mazid, 
Chairman, National Board of 
Revenue (NBR) officially inaugu-
rated DCI’s Urban Health Care  
Clinic (Healthcare Program for 
the Underprivileged). The pro-
ject is based in the Mohammad-
pur slum area in Dhaka.  Dr. Eh-
san Hoque, DCI Executive Direc-
tor, Dr. Romena Helal and other 
local authorities were also present 
for the ceremony.  The purpose of 
this clinic is to provide free health-
care to people in some of Dhaka’s 

worst slums. 

This is an initiative of DCI’s Washing-
ton State Representative, Mr. Tazin 
Shadid (shown seated above, second 

from right).    

DCI EXPANDS SUN-CHILD 

SPONSORHIP PROGRAM 
Habiganj, Bangladesh (January 13, 2008) – On 
January 12, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed, DCI 
Vice President, officially inaugurated a new 
Sun-Child Sponsorship (SCS) Program pro-
ject in Habigonj, Sylhet, in northeastern Bang-
ladesh. The project is based at the Nagura 
Farm Govt. Primary School in Habiganj.  Dr. 
Ehsan Hoque, DCI Executive Director, Mr. 
Ataur Rahman, Sylhet District Commissioner, 
and other local authorities were also present 
for the ceremony, a festive event at which 
the new Sun-Child children and their families 
enjoyed food and music.  This new SCS pro-
ject is an initiative of DCI’s Atlanta Chapter 
and the Jalalabad Association of Georgia, an 
American Bangladeshi organization. As a 
start, DCI is sponsoring one hundred chil-
dren and their families in the Habiganj area. 
With the addition of Habiganj, DCI is now 
supporting over one thousand children and 
their families at four Sun-Child 
Sponsorship project areas and one 
orphanage in Bangladesh. The other 
project areas are located in Feni, 

Nilphamary, and Patuakhali. 

Inauguration of DCI Sun Child Sponsorship Program in Habiganj, Sylhet   
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Lira Chowdhury, DCI’s Texas youth representative, 
spent three weeks in Bangladesh as part of our relief team.  
During her stay, Lira helped to distribute cyclone aid. She 
also visited SCS project areas in Feni and Patuakhali. She had 
this to say about her experience: “I saw many things that I 
didn’t know existed. Here in the USA, an eight-year-old boy 
goes to school and plays baseball; there I saw boys of that age 
operating sewing machines and running various types of heavy 
machinery. A mother walked five miles just to ask for help 
for her sick child. After witnessing these things, at first I felt 
ashamed of my designer sunglasses, clothes,  but then came 
to realize that’s not what they want or need...all they want 
from me is to help them get a better life….This trip inspired 
me to get even more involved with DCI…...confirmed my 

desire to be a doctor.”  

 

Nahreen, Nab
il & Shantalle 

Alam, Skokie,
 

IL. went to Bang
ladesh in Jan, 20

08. Shantalle’s C
omments:  

“My favorite moment there was se
eing all the kids 

from every win-

dow in the orph
anage waving go

odbye and tellin
g us to come back 

soon.  That was
 also the moment I promised myself I would co

me 

back soon to Ba
ngladesh just to

 visit them again……The last place 

we went was th
e slums.  This was a ve

ry different exp
erience .  In 

many regards wha
t I saw that day 

is what motivates me to work 

hard, whether a
t school or arou

nd the house. I o
ften tell myself 

that soon the ha
rd work I’m doing now will 

put me in a position 

to help improve the lives o
f people in Bang

ladesh.  I know 
that all 

of us who witne
ssed the terrible

 living condition
s in the slums 

share a desire to
 make a real differ

-

Brian Wayda, a DCI volunteer of Yale University chapter 
visited Bangladesh in the fall of 2007.  His comments: “Spending 
time in the DCI office in Bangladesh was particularly inspiring. 
Among all of the DCI staff and volunteers I met there was a 
deeply ingrained sense of professionalism and pride in their 
work, combined with a constant striving to become even more 

effective and expand the organization’s reach.”  

Student Volunteer Lira Chowdhury with  Dr. Brian DeBroff, 

Dr. Ehsan Hoque & the  SCS Program students of Feni. 

             

         Eric PreudHomme, Jyothi Eshawaragowda, Eric Zelanowski, David Goessinger, Ariq 
Rahman, Pam Field, Linda Decormier, Asahi Hoque, Mairi Poisson, Shashank Vodapolly,     

Matthew Ward, John Alpert, Isaac Packtor, Andrea Montagna, Trisha Arora, Phil Noel, Liz Swearsky 

Student Volunteers Nahreen, Nabil, and Shantalle visit-

ing children at DCI supported Salimullah orphanage.  

DCI Texas Chapter volunteers perform at  FOBANA, 2008  
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Honufa Begum, a young girl of DCI’s 
Sun-child Sponsorship Program project area 
Potuakhali, was suffering from osteomyelitis. A 
local caretaker recommended that her leg be 
amputated. But since DCI’s commitment is to 
provide health care for all children under its 
sponsorship area, DCI brought Hanufa to a  
childrens' hospital in Dhaka and paid for all 
costs including treatment, hospital stay, and 
transportation.  In addition, DCI provided ac-
commodation & food for her family during that 
period. Honufa’s leg is healed , she is not in pain 

anymore, and she can walk again. 

www.distressedchildren.org 

Become a DCI Sponsor or Volunteer 
If you would like to Sponsor a Child, or would like to make a financial donation, volunteer or provide any service, please contact us by mail, e-mail, phone or fax .  

Name: ______________________________________  Age/DOB: _________________  (Optional) 

Co- Sponsor: _________________________________  (If any) 

Address: ____________________________________ 

City: _________________ ______________________  State: _____________________  Zip Code: ________ 

Telephone: __________________________________   E-mail:______________________________________ 

Please check the appropriate box(es): 

        I want to sponsor a □ boy, □ girl, □ either in Bangladesh for $12 per month.  (Minimum one-year commitment is necessary) 

I am interested in knowing more about other DCI programs and activities 

I am interested in working as a DCI volunteer  or wish to donate another service 

I wish to make a donation  $ __________ 

Sponsor’s Signature ______________________________________ 

Please return this form with your donation by money order, or check made payable to DCI 

Distressed Children & Infants  International (DCI) 

5 Shipton Court, Cheshire, CT 06410, USA  

Toll Free# 866-516-7495, Tel+Fax# 203-376-6351, E-mail:  dci@distressedchildren.org 

You can also pay via PayPal and sponsor a child at our website: http:www.distressedchildren.org 

All contributions to DCI are tax deductible. IRS 501 (c)(3) Tax Exempt#810671495  

Health Care for Underprivileged Children 

 

 

Page 6 

� 

DCI field officer went to check on Honufa after 

learning about her condition. 

After Treatment Honufa can walk again. Honufa now plays with other children. 


