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On September 10, 2011, DCI orga-
nized an innovative, high-impact con-
ference on child rights and health. As 
Dr. Hoque, Founder, Executive Direc-
tor of DCI mentioned in his speech, 
“We recognize that without elevating 
awareness about the situation of dis-
tressed children worldwide, facilitating 
collaboration and exchange of ideas, 
and seeking creative methods to ad-
dress the problem, individual organi-
zations cannot make significant head-
way in achieving their missions. It is 
for this reason that we organize this 
conference, which serves as a plat-
form for individuals and groups to 
learn together, grow together, and 
more clearly understand how to create 
a just world for children.”  
 
Dr. Debroff, Co-founder and President 
of DCI inaugurated the conference by 
thanking everyone for joining the 
event and the hard work of team 
members. He explained why DCI was 
created and what it is trying to 
achieve. The day’s events were con-
ducted by Dr. Mehdi Hasan, DCI Advi-
sor, and Mr. Michael Laden, DCI’s law-
yer. Mr. Zia Manan, the chief coordi-
nator of the conference, concluded the 
event by reminding everyone about 
the children we work for through a 
video presentation.     
 
Over 30 internationally known speak-
ers shared their expertise on issues of 
children’s rights and poverty in the 
21st century.  The conference was at-
tended by about four hundred people, 
who came from all over the United 
States and beyond. 
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2011 Keynote Speakers 
 
Dr.  A. Abdul Momen, Ph.D., Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the 
United Nations,  Vice-President of the UNICEF Ex-
ecutive Board. The title of his speech was:  
“Child Rights and Sight: Bangladesh Perspec-
tive” 
 
 
 
Dr. Jane Aronson, Clinical Assistant Professor of 
Pediatrics (Cornell, Columbia). Director of Interna-
tional Pediatric Health Services (IPH), Worldwide 
Orphans Foundation (WWO).  The title of her 
speech was: “Taking Care of Orphans in Their 
Communities: the Work of Worldwide Or-
phans Foundation” 
 
 
Ms. Widney Brown 
Senior Director, International Law and Policy at 
Amnesty International. The title of her speech was  
“Inextricably Linked: Women's Rights, 

Gender Equality and Children's Rights” 

Conference Guests 
 
We were honored to have 
Dr. Jane Aronson, Dr. Abdul 
Momen, and Ms. Widney 
Brown as our keynote 
speakers for three sessions. 
 
DCI was also honored by 
the presence of its Goodwill 
Ambassadors Ms. Babita 
Akhter and Mr. Michael Tur-
co. They spoke on behalf of 
children here in the USA and 
in Bangladesh. 
 
Several important figures in 
the field of child rights sent 
their message for the event.  
This is an acknowledge of 
the hard work that all our 
team members are doing 
here in USA, in Bangladesh 
and in India.  Among them 
were Anthony Lake, Exec-
utive Director of UNICEF 
and Constance Thomas, 
Director of the International 
Programme to Eliminate 
Child Labor (IPEC). 

DCI Goodwill Ambassadors 
 

Babita Akhtar 
Acclaimed Film Actress of Bangladesh 

“As a mother, I cannot bear to see another mother’s son or daughter wasting away in dangerous  

labor, toiling without hope of a better future. Knowing that there are millions of children like this, I 
am compelled to speak out on their behalf. It is not only a duty of DCI or other organizations like 

DCI, but also of everybody, every single person. Our dream of a world free of child labor will only 

come true when every member of the society acknowledges this responsibility and gets involved.” 

 
Michael Turco 
Acclaimed Magician, USA 

“My goal is to encourage others to support these children, the way I was supported during my   

childhood. We need to show these children that they should DREAM BIG, because if you believe in 

yourself and follow your dreams anything is possible!” 
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Messages 

Dear colleagues, 
I wish I could be there with you at the 2011 Conference on Child Rights and 
Sight. Both the work of your organization – promoting child rights – and the 
subject of this conference – combating blindness among the world’s most 
vulnerable children – are of great concern to UNICEF. We are grateful to Dis-
tressed Children and Infants International for your leadership in both areas.  
Every child has the right to survive and to thrive, but far too many children 
are deprived of their most fundamental rights and most basic needs. Among 
the many risks such children face – and one of the most tragic – is blindness. 
And it is outrageous that it can be produced by such preventable causes as 
malnutrition or exploitative child labour in the textile industries of some na-

tions. These children already face so many obstacles to realizing their full potential; the loss of their 
sight makes them even more vulnerable – to deprivation, discrimination and further exploitation and 
abuse. Worse, it robs them of the chance to make the most of their lives and contribute to their socie-
ties, deepening the cycle of poverty and despair. 
UNICEF is committed to working to reach these most disadvantaged and marginalized children before it 
is too late – with nutrition programmes in the critical early years of life to prevent chronic under-
nutrition and stunting, with child protection efforts to combat child labour, exploitation and abuse, with 
other advocacy efforts at the community and national level to address this tragic problem.  
So on behalf of UNICEF and the children we serve, I thank you all for everything you are doing to raise 
awareness about an issue that receives far too little attention. I wish you a very successful conference.  
 
Warm regards, 
Anthony Lake, 
UNICEF Executive Director 

The ILO commitment to eradicate child labour is evidenced through our set-
ting and supervision of the international labour standards on child labour, 
our robust technical assistance Programme on the Elimination of Child La-
bour, and our data collection, policy advice and knowledge dissemination 
activities. In this endeavour we applaud other organizations and events that 
are aimed at tackling child labour and working towards the goal of eliminat-
ing the worst forms of child labour by 2016. Our most recent estimate is 
that some 215 million children worldwide remain in child labour, with 115 
million in its worst forms.  
Experience has shown that the most effective way to address this challenge 
is through multidimensional approaches that tackle poverty and ensure that 

all children, including those with disabilities, have access to quality basic education. The right to educa-
tion is of course an important element in both the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the UN 
Convention of the Rights of People with Disabilities. On reaching legal working age young people should 
be assisted to make a proper transition either from school to decent work or to further education and 
training. However, all too often there are barriers that prevent children accessing and benefiting from 
education and training, which can result in vulnerable children being pushed into child labour. The Hague 
Global Conference on Child Labour, held in 2010, adopted a roadmap for action which said that non gov-
ernmental actors can play an important role in preventing child labour by calling upon governments to 
respect children’s rights and ensure that appropriate services are offered to vulnerable children. Your 
Conference provides an opportunity for consideration of DCI’s and other organizations’ work on these 
important issues. We wish you a very successful event and look forward to hearing the results.  
 
On behalf of the ILO, 
Constance Thomas 
Director of the International Programme to Eliminate Child Labour (IPEC) 
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I want to commend you for demonstrating your support today for these 
important causes. I regret that I am unable to join you, but please be as-
sured that I continue to stand with you in your efforts to raise awareness of 
child rights issues and blindness prevention among distressed children. 
I was proud to help pass the landmark healthcare reform legislation last 
year because healthcare is a right and not a privilege. Earlier this year, I 
met with a mother in my district whose young son suffers from hemophilia. 
I learned that her son has to take a $3,000 injection every couple of days 
to manage his disease. Without health care reform, he would have likely hit 
his lifetime maximum on his insurance within 2 years. Because of the bill 
we passed last year, he will not have to face a lifetime limit and can pursue 

any career without worrying that he has a pre-existing condition. 
Insurance companies are now banned from denying coverage to children because of a pre-existing con-
dition. An estimated 192,000 kids with a pre-existing condition in Connecticut are now protected be-
cause of this provision. Beginning in 2013, insurers will be banned from discriminating against anyone 
with a pre-existing condition. I am proud of the work that we have done to expand access to critical 
health care services here in the United States, but we must also find ways to address the challenges fac-
ing children elsewhere as well. 
Millions of children around the world find themselves trapped in seemingly intractable poverty. Their 
voices are often unheard, and their stories are often untold. That is why this conference is so important. 
You all have raised awareness of the issues facing these children, and this gathering will provide each of 
you with even more resources to combat these challenges as you return home. Thank you for all that 
you do.   
 
Every Best Wish, 
Christopher S. Murphy,  Congressman    

5th District, Connecticut 

Messages 

As Chief Advisor of DCI Bangladesh, I am proud to send this message. I am 
honored and proud to be a part of DCI’s noble mission. 
My responsibility is to oversee the day to day activities of DCI in Bangla-
desh. Bangladesh is situated in a delta basin and suffers frequently from 
hurricanes, floods and drought, causing human suffering from loss of life, 
property and means of livelihood. 36% of the population is below the pov-
erty line and a large number of these are children. These children are not 
getting the basic necessities of life such as food, water, shelter, health, edu-
cation and personal care and attention. Through DCI our goal is to help pro-
vide these necessities to the children of Bangladesh. 
 
I am proud to report that we have been able to create a strong team here, 

comprised of members who are giving their full effort & dedication for the cause. We have been success-
ful in creating programs specific for each of our objectives such as the Sun Child Sponsorship Program, 
Orphan Support Program, Disaster Relief & Rehabilitation Program, Health for Underprivileged Program, 
and Childhood Blindness Prevention Program. All these programs are directed towards our main objective, 
which is educating the children and empowering the disadvantaged people of Bangladesh.  
Your continued support is essential to accomplish DCI’s mission. I express our deepest gratitude to all the 
volunteers, sponsors, donors and patrons for your continued commitment and effort to make DCI’s mis-
sion a success. I also take this opportunity to congratulate DCI USA for doing such a great job for the un-
derprivileged children of Bangladesh and all over the world. I wish DCI a grand success. 
 
Professor M.A. Raqib 
Chief Advisor, DCI-Bangladesh 
Ex Vice Chancellor of Rajshahi University, Ex Member, Public Service Commission (PSC), Ex Director, In-
ternational University of Bangladesh (IUB) 
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Messages 

Welcome and greetings! Distressed Children & Infants International is doing a 

great job to help children suffering from poverty in Bangladesh.  

 

I am very happy to be able to establish a relationship with DCI and to have the op-

portunity to work with DCI leaders, especially, Dr. Brian DeBroff, Dr. Ehsanul 
Hoque and Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed. The DCI team understands the gravity of the situ-

ation in Bangladesh and realizes that the children’s plight needs urgent attention; 

we cannot just stand aloof and pity or sympathize with them, but must create op-

portunities for them to attain their full human dignity.  

 

DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship (SCS) Program is a wonderful program that is providing long term support to under-

privileged Bangladeshi children and their families. It is giving these unfortunate children the rare opportunity to be-

come productive citizens. At the same time it is attracting many Bangladeshi-Americans and especially young Ameri-

cans to visit Bangladesh to meet their sponsored children and get involved in different humanitarian activities. I am 

confident that this program is creating a long-lasting relationship between American children and the less fortunate 

children of Bangladesh. It is also giving a rare opportunity to our young Bangladeshi-American generation to know 

about their own roots—their Bangladeshi culture, heritage, and language. 
 

At Diabetic Association of Bangladesh, we are committed to providing health care support and other logistical sup-

port to DCI. We look forward to assisting DCI for a long time and I am hopeful that we will make a significant differ-

ence in the lives of many children and their families in Bangladesh.  

 

I believe that the right to a joyful childhood leading to a life full of opportunities is the fundamental right of every 

child. Our children are the future of our nation and we must help them reach their full potential. Therefore, I would 

like to request all Bangladeshi people (both abroad and living in Bangladesh) to join this program and help at least 

one child in Bangladesh. You have the capacity to change a life. Please sponsor an underprivileged child and help in 

building a new generation in Bangladesh. I also want to invite all of you to visit Bangladesh and see with your own 

eyes how we are changing lives of underprivileged children and their families. Thank you very much for your kind 
help and support for the Bangladeshi children. 

 

Professor A.K. Azad Khan 

President, Diabetic Association of Bangladesh (DAB) 

I  would like to take this opportunity to offer my warmest greetings to the 
attendees of Distressed Children & Infants International’s 2011 Conference 
on Child Rights & Sight. As the Bangladesh High Commissioner to the UK, I 
would also like to thank all members of DCI for working toward the better-
ment of life for the distressed children of Bangladesh and their families.  
What DCI has accomplished within a short period of time is praiseworthy. 
Now DCI is in the process of starting its operation in the UK and I am happy 
to extend my full support. 
 
I am confident that the 2011 Rights and Sight for Children Conference will 
be a great success, fostering a greater awareness, consensus and mutual 

understanding amongst stakeholders at large on children’s rights issues in local, national, and internation-
al communities. Let us join together and create a situation where a child need not do manual labor to sur-
vive.  
 
With my all best wishes for the success of DCI, 
 
Dr. M. Sayeedur Rahman Khan 
Bangladesh High Commissioner to the United Kingdom 
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Messages 

Despite many declarations of the United Nations and promises 
made by almost all governments of the countries on our planet, mil-
lions of children are still living in a child-hostile world. Children are 
not only threatened by malnutrition, diseases and warfare but also 
by lack of appropriate education. As a scientist specialized in physi-
ology, I know how significant the impact of inadequate nutrition 
during early childhood is on a child’s mental and physical growth 
and, therefore, well-being in later stages of life. It is very sad to 
conclude that despite enormous scientific achievements during the 
past 50 years in the field of agriculture and nutritional and medical 
sciences, children are still suffering from malnutrition, leading to 

famine in poverty-stricken countries and diseases like obesity-induced diabetes in the more 
affluent regions in the world. One solution to the problem is proper education during childhood 
that eventually results in the adult’s ability to understand and willingness to apply available 
scientific knowledge in their daily life, to enhance the production of food and to prevent life-
threatening diseases. This kind of education should be based on reason and freedom of 
thought, not on political and religious indoctrination, being one of the biggest threats of the 
healthy mental development of children around our globe. 
 
Ger van der Vusse 
Professor of Physiology, Maastricht University, The Netherlands 
International Advisor, Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) 

My journey to helping the impoverished children of Bangladesh 
and establishing the Sun Child Home began in 1985 during a fel-
lowship at the United Nations Development Programme. My pro-
ject’s goal was to reduce rural poverty and promote economic de-
velopment by improving rural infrastructure. I could not have im-
agined then that 20 years later I would be travelling on some of 
those same roads while opening a garment manufacturing plant 
outside of Dhaka. The abject poverty in Bangladesh and plight of 
the underprivileged children resonated deeply with me and was in 
such stark contrast to my own children’s lives. 

The idea of helping to save one child at a time in this far-off place had been born and I eager-
ly enlisted the support of my wife and two children. After lots of research and inquiries with 
various NGO’s in Bangladesh, my wife Kim, 10 year old daughter Jennings, and 12 year old 
son Lane travelled to Bangladesh for our Spring Break in 2009. The visit was a real opportuni-
ty for our family to understand the true nature of the human spirit, the depths of poverty that 
exist in the world, and our responsibility for the wellbeing of others. 
We were fortunate to meet many of DCI’s employees and volunteers and visit certain DCI-
related activities. We had an immediate bond with the people and mission of DCI and decided 
to work in partnership with them to save one child at a time. Our primary objective is to pro-
vide a safety net for as many children as possible and provide them with the basics: a safe 
and supportive place to live, nutrition, healthcare, education, and a chance for future eco-
nomic success. In addition, we are educating American children about the challenges facing 
the underprivileged children of Bangladesh and other developing countries and encouraging 
them to take responsibility for the wellbeing of others. 
 
-Matthew R. Nelson, DCI Patron & Gold Sponsor 



Ryan Chowdhury, NY 
For using his excellent speaking ability and leadership ca-

pacity to spread DCI’s message among his peers and be-

yond. Ryan has made a significant contribution in promot-

ing DCI’s vision and mission. 
 

 

 

 

Cathy Cann, CT 
For her passion and hard work to help the children of Haiti 

and Bangladesh through arranging different fundraising 
cultural shows and working in the field. DCI is indebted to 

her for making the 2009 Child Rights & Sight concert a 

success.  

 
 

Saika Kibria, CA 
For her strong commitment to DCI’s mission by working 

with the DCI office on a regular basis. DCI is impressed 

with her excellent ability to research and summarize.  

 
 

 

 

 

Deanna Tutrani, CT 
For her extraordinarily hard work and ability to take on 

any challenges that were given her, from leading mass 
mailings, researching,  preparing publication material, and 

even baking. She was our official baker for the 2011 con-

ference! 

 

 

 

Salma Siddique, NY 
For devoting her time to DCI’s health clinic for slum resi-

dents and taking her own initiatives to spread DCI mes-

sage. 
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