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Distressed Children &
Infants International
Sabina Yasmin,
Bangladeshi music icon joins DCI as a Patron to promote
DCI mission to protect underprivileged children
DCI recently hosted concerts with legendary
Bangladeshi vocalist Sabina Yasmin in Hartford,
Connecticut and Duarte, California as part of its
ongoing “Journey for Child Rights & Sight” series.
Both the events were an outstanding success.
The concerts also significantly increased DCI’s
visibility in the local community and drew attention
to the grave problems facing children in Bangladesh and other countries. The audience was very
moved by the performance and gave a lengthy
standing ovation.

Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI), Inc. is a US registered
charitable non-profit organization. DCI
was founded in 2003 to improve the
socio-economic,
educational,
and
health conditions of underprivileged
children worldwide. We seek to educate American children about the challenges facing children in other countries and foster in them a desire to take
leadership in working for humanitarian
causes. DCI is making a difference,
one child at a time.

DCI Programs
DCI is working towards its mission
through several programs:
 Sun Child Sponsorship Program
(SCSP)
 Orphan Support Program

Vice President of ATN Bangla Television, Mr.
Tasik Ahmed, was in attendance and commented, “I came here from Bangladesh to show the
wholehearted support of ATN Bangla for DCI and
its excellent hard work for underprivileged children of Bangladesh. Poverty, hunger, child labor
and lack of education among the children and youth in Bangladesh are still a serious concern for all of us. As a Bangladeshi and the Vice President of ATN Bangla Television, I feel
we have the responsibility to help raise awareness about these issues among the Bangladeshi Diaspora and also Bangladeshis living in Bangladesh through offering support to DCI
and helping their events gain visibility. We will do whatever necessary to support the mission of DCI and will stay with DCI in any endeavor for the underprivileged.”

“Magic & Mayhem”
Show at UCONN with Michael Turco, DCI Goodwill Ambassador
On March 24th, 2014, DCI’s University of Connecticut (UConn) Chapter arranged Michael Turco’s
“Magic & Mayhem” show as part of DCI’s “Journey
for Child Rights & Sight“. This show was made
possible by the generosity of Michael Turco, professional magician and DCI Goodwill Ambassador,
and his team, along with the members of UConn
Change Lives, particularly: Jamie Corwel, Thomas
Green, Victoria Ho, Raeed, and Asahi Hoque. This
was the chapter’s first public event and was incredibly successful. The show brought in almost 200
people and raised money to do an eye camp! Everybody enjoyed the show and most importantly, it
was able to spread DCI’s message and the importance of students getting involved in creating
better lives for children everywhere.
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 Health for the Underprivileged
Program
 Blindness Prevention Program

 Child Rights Awareness Campaign & Youth Development
We encourage you to visit our
projects in Bangladesh, India and
Nepal to see what we have
achieved with your support!

Take Action, Change a Life,
Give Hope

 Sponsor a child in Bangladesh for







just $15 per month and give the gift
of education, health and vision care,
and income generating opportunities
for a child and his or her family
Support an orphan child for $50/
month
Sponsor an eye surgery in Bangladesh, India or Nepal for just $50 and
give the gift of sight
Establish a preschool (in your name)
in a remote village of Bangladesh or
in a slum of Dhaka for just $600/year
for 50 children
Sponsor DCI’s health clinic for slum
residents of Dhaka with a donation of
any amount

Visit our web site:
www.distressedchildren.org or
contact us (Tel#203-272-3869,
dci@cox.net) for more information.
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Prize Giving Ceremony for Outstanding Results
Our Children in the orphanage performed excellently on their school exams. The orphanage mother organized a prize
giving ceremony to recognize their achievement and to motivate them to do well in school.

Science Fair & Boishakhi Festival at School
Girls participated in a Science Fair and celebrated Boishakhi festival at their school! Its hard to believe that only few
months back—the same children were in the street begging!

Training
Recently a library was set up in the remote village of Patuakhali; Our donors from the Netherlands, (Mart & Elly) trained library management. The set up will also be used to tell stories to children. In addition several information sessions were arranged for mother’s
groups on health and hygiene and tutors were also trained on early childhood learning. A computer training class has been introduced
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Success of Sun Children in Secondary School Certificate Exam

The 2014 SSC exam results are out! We are very proud to announce that 21 children (10 boys and 11 girls) have successfully passed the SSC examination in 2014 with excellent results. DCI has been supporting these children and encouraging them to continue their studies since 2007. In 2013, our students did very well also; as you can see in the table below with six getting the SSC certificate. 52 children are getting ready for the exam for 2015.
DCI is grateful to all its donors for this success. It was possible because of your continued support.

Exam

School Secondary
Certificate SSC

Junior School

Primary School

Certificate JSC

Certificate PSC

Year

2013

2013

2013

Gender

Boys

Girls

Boys

Girls

Boys

Girls

Total

00

06

84

75

60

67

New year—New books—-New dream!
www.distressedchildren.org
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Distressed Children &
Infants International’s
Vice President, Dr.
Ziauddin Ahmed went
to Bangladesh on December 20, 2013. He
stayed for one month
and assessed the progress and performance
of the DCI programs:
Sun Child Sponsorship Programs. During
his visit, Dr. Ahmed also met DCI Goodwill Ambassador Babita Akhter, DCI Country Director Professor A.K. Azad Khan and
Dr. Muhammad Abdul Mazid, and Dr.
Mushtaque R Chowdhury.

Purdue DCI Chapter hosted a fundraising event in collaboration
with the band Bodna Chors from the Bangladeshi Student Association. The concert included a variety of Bengali music ranging from
pop to rock. The auditorium was filled with high energy from musicians and spectators alike. During the intermission, a video created
by Shahriar Karim was shown to raise awareness and demonstrate
how your donation is helping change lives.

On Saturday, February 1st, 2014, the Yale UNICEF invited DCI Executive Director
and Founder Dr. Ehsan Hoque to address the annual Yale University UNICEF
Conference as a keynote speaker. Dr. Hoque’s presentation on DCI’s efforts for
child rights and sight was well received, and many of the Yale students in attendance expressed their support for the organization’s mission. Dr. Hoque’s speech
provided an account of how DCI is changing the lives of thousands of underprivileged children in Bangladesh and India. He also illustrated the benefits for children
and young adults in the United States who are involved with DCI’s humanitarian
efforts.

Distressed Children & Infants International’s President Dr.
Brian DeBroff visited the DCI UK team to recognize their
efforts towards DCI mission.

Dr. Sabina Ahmed (orphan support program Director) & Dr.
Nasim visited DCI’s orphanage to check on activities and
progress. During their trip they also went to visit the team
for the Health Program for slum residents
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Gift of Sight
DCI launched its Blindness Prevention Program in 2007. The program emphasizes preventative measures and education along with vision screening and eye surgery camps. This program operates in Bangladesh, India and Nepal. Every
year several eye camps are held through this program and many people receive corrective surgery free of cost. In
2013, we had 8 eye camps, in Bangladesh alone, screening 1848 people and providing cataract surgery to 252. This
year we already had two camps -one in Patuakhali and the other in Ishwardi, Pabna. 500 people were screened in these
two camps and 40 received cataract surgery. Islamia eye hospital and FOCUS helped us to organize these two camps.
Facts About Blindness in Bangladesh:
 1.3 million people are totally blind; 0.75 million due to cataracts
 75% of those could either be prevented or cured by early detection and treatment
 Approximately 40,000 children are blind, 12,000 due to cataracts which can be cured by a simple surgery
 90% of all doctors and healthcare providers are urban -based

Change Lives in Bangladesh: Give Your Zakat to DCI
Assalamu Alaikum. Ramadan Mubarak. Alhamdulillah the holy month of Ramadan has arrived again. For Muslims this is a time of
extreme generosity. As you consider where to offer your charity this year, we humbly request that you choose DCIs Zakat Fund
and bestow a blessing on the underprivileged children and families of Bangladesh. We've made it easier than ever to give and offer
a variety of gift options to choose which project your charity will support.
You may make your contribution to any of DCI’s initiatives (Orphanage, Health clinic, Eye surgery, child sponsorship, pre-primary
education, etc.) or make a general donation to be used at DCI’s discretion. Whatever your preference, DCI is extremely grateful
for your support and will ensure that your charity brings the greatest possible blessing to your desired recipients.
How to Give:
You may make a secure contribution via credit card or PayPal account in our website at: www.distressedchildren.org . You may
also send your Zakat contribution by check, money order, or bank draft payable to "DCI Zakat Fund" to the following address:
DCI Zakat Fund
5 Shipton Court, Cheshire, CT 06410, USA
All contributions to DCI from the USA are tax-deductible. (IRS 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt ID #8106714). If you are in Bangladesh and
want to donate Zakat in Bangladeshi currency, please send us an email or contact the Dhaka office at # 88-01727264688.
Thank you for thinking of DCI and may Allah bless you for your generosity to the children and families of Bangladesh.
With kindest regards,
Dr. Ehsan Hoque, Executive Director, DCI
Professor A. K. Azad Khan, President, Diabetic Association of Bangladesh (DAB) & Country Director, DCI-Bangladesh
Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI)
Tel# 203-376-6351, Toll Free # 1-866-516-7495
E-mail: dci@distressedchildren.org
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ASAHI Hoque Addresses 2014 International Bangla Festival
DCI Program Coordinator, ASAHI Hoque
Addresses 2014 International Bangla Festival
Youth Forum in NY
On June 15, DCI Program Coordinator Asahi Hoque,
addressed the 2014 International Bangla Festival
Youth Forum in New York. The title of her presentation
was "Volunteering Matters: Stories of Underprivileged Bangladeshi Children”. The event took place
at William Cullen Bryant High School.
Asahi Hoque explained how she got involved in DCI's
volunteer work and how DCI's volunteers are playing a
crucial role in changing the lives of thousands of underprivileged children. She talked about the life-long benefits to her self and for American children and young
adults involved with DCI's humanitarian efforts. She explained that by volunteering she actually gained much
more than she gave, in the form of enhancing her resume, and gaining awards or experience. She also presented the achievements of her DCI chapter at the University of Connecticut and discussed ways to form
strong DCI teams throughout the US. She emphasized that each young person has the ability and responsibility to take action and change the life of a disadvantaged child.

INVITATION to Sabina Yasmin Concert series
Please mark your calendar and save the date!
Dear Friends,
We cordially invite you and your family and friends to join Sabina Yasmin, Bangladeshi icon
and internationally acclaimed singer, for a series of performances in support of DCI's efforts
for child rights and blindness prevention. These special events are taking place in different US
cities including Philadelphia, New York, Chicago, Maryland, Atlanta, Miami, Orlando, Dallas,
Detroit. It promises to be an evenings of entertainment, celebration and hope.
DCI's "Journey for Child Rights & Sight" is a call to action for our youth and global community, to inspire youth to support the underprivileged and to focus attention on child rights
and blindness. We look forward to having you join us for this evening of entertainment,
glamor, and fun in support of DCI's work for disadvantaged children. Please visit our web
site, call 203-376-6351or E-mail: dci@distressedchildren.org for more information.
CITY /STATE

DATE

Philadelphia, PA

August 30, 2014

Baltimore, MD

Sept 1, 2014

Chicago, IL

Sept 6, 2014

Miami, FL

Sept 13, 2014

Orlando, FL

Sept 14, 2014

Atlanta, GA

Sept 20, 2014

Dallas, TX

Sept 21, 2014

New York, NY

Sept 27, 2014

Sponsors
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