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DCI Newsletter

DCI Patron: Legendary Bangladeshi Vocalist Sabina Yasmin
DCI recently hosted concerts with legendary Bagladeshi vocalist Sabina Yasmin in Hartford, Connecticut
and California as part of its ongoing “Journey for Child Rights & Sight” event series. Both concerts were an
outstanding success. Upon returning to Bangladesh, Sabina Yasmin came to DCI’s Bangladesh office, visited DCI projects, and met the girls of Sun Child Home. She talked to the girls and also listened to them sing.
She said she is very happy with DCI’s efforts for the underprivileged children of Bangladesh and would like
to promote the cause as DCI’s patron through her music. In September she is going on a month-long concert tour to various states of USA to spread DCI’s message.
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World Day Against Child Labor-2014
The International Labor Organization (ILO) launched the
first World Day Against Child Labor in 2002 to highlight
the plight of children forced into labor. Observed on June
12th, the day serves as a catalyst for the growing global
movement against child labor and provides an opportunity
to

mobilize

support

from

governments,

civil

socie-

ty, schools, youth and women's groups, and the media in
the campaign against child labor.

World Day Against Child Labor 2014 calls for:
1. Action to introduce, improve and extend social protection
in line with the ILO Recommendation No. 202 on social protection floors.
2. National social security systems that are sensitive to children’s needs and help fight child labor.
3. Social protection that reaches out to especially vulnerable
groups of children.
On June 12,2014 DCI celebrated this day to raise awareness about the harms of child labor among families in our
Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) project areas. All
of our supported students, teachers and guardians observed the day. Teachers and guests discussed the dangers of child labor and guardians promised to keep
their children from working. SCSP field offices declare that if a parent or guardian works against child labor
then DCI will help them with all their essential needs.
DCI celebrated World Child Labor Day in villages of Patuakhali, Feni, Nilphamari, and Habiganj districts. On June
30th, DCI’s four project offices organized the program in
the surrounding villages.
In the words of Guy Ryder, ILO Director General, “If we are
serious about ending the scourge of child labor in the foreseeable future, we need a substantial stepping-up of efforts
at all levels. There are 168 million good reasons to do so.”
DCI has been working since 2006 to reduce child labor in
rural Bangladesh through the Sun Child Sponsorship Program, facilitating education, health care, family support, and
social development.
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Family Support Program (FSP)
Our Family Support Program (FSP) is active in all SCSP project areas (Patuakhali, Feni, Habiganj and Nilphamari districts) supporting 826 mothers, who have been divided into 49 small groups. Every week they
meet to discuss their essential needs, facilitated by DCI officers. The attendance rate at these meetings
during the month of June was 71%. To support Income Generating Activities (IGA), the mothers deposit
money in this program's common fund and withdraw money as needed. In June, they saved 4214 taka and
withdrew 35312 taka from previous savings. At the end of the month, the total amount of their savings was
171542 taka. The mothers repaid 67048 taka against their previous loans.

FSP weekly meeting at Patuakhali Project
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After School Tutoring
1022 SCSP children received after-school tutoring support in June. 80 tutors helped them to prepare their
homework.
Activities in tutoring group:
 Homework preparation (according to their school tasks)


Special counseling for slow learners



Drawing and general knowledge (based on school textbooks)



Health and personal hygiene



Monthly tutor training for next month and feedback on previous month’s activities



Monthly meetings with mothers held on specific topics such as class and coaching attendance, mother
responsibilities, etc. Mother attendance rate is 71%.

Tutoring group information at a glance
Area

Total Groups

Total Tutors

Total Children

Patuakhali

63

53

751

Feni

8

8

74

Nilphamari

11

11

129

Habiganj
Total

9
91

8
80

68
1022

Grade-A (70%-100%)

Monthly Results

Grade-B (60%-69%)
Grade-C (50%-59%)
Grade-D
(0%-49%)

Children reading in a tutoring group
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90
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53

M
F
M
F

Monthly teachers meeting
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Pre-Primary School
Our pre-primary school curriculum includes games, rhymes, songs, dance, and free hand painting activities. Bengali
and English alphabets along with numbers are included in the curriculum to prepare the children for Grade 1 in primary school. The curriculum features team-based, individualized, small group, and whole-class learning and instruction styles. Students also benefit from instruction in music, painting and drill-activities. This cross-curricular
approach provides students with many opportunities to enrich their academic subject-based knowledge and at the
same time promotes their understanding of the world around them.

Grade-A (60%-100%)
Monthly Results

Grade-B (50%-59%)
Grade-C (33%-49%)
Grade-D (1%-32%)

M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F

34
35
29
36
18
16
0
0

Sponsor a Preschool Today at distressedchildren.org
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DCI Supported Family Success Story

Parvin Begum (ID KKI-00008) is a DCI supported child. Presently she is studying at Karpurkathi Islamia
High School in Sixth standard. DCI bears all her educational expenses. Furthermore, DCI arranged afterschool tutoring classes to help her with her studies. After Parvin Begum became a part of DCI, her mother Jhorna Bibi joined DCI’s Family Support Program (FSP). She started to save an amount of Tk. 20 every
week, and with her savings amount she received a loan of Tk. 10,000. With the loan she dug a pond beside her house and started to breed fish in it. She also planted vegetables on the banks of the pond.
Presently, Jhorna Bibi is able to support her family, as well as bear the daily essential needs of her children through the profit she makes from her fish and vegetable cultivation. Jhorna Bibi thanks DCI for
supporting her daughter to continue her studies and providing her a loan from the Family Support Program (FSP), which has changed the daily life of her family.
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Vision Check Ups in SCSP Project Areas

Vision care is one of the critical components of the Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP). DCI is committed to
eliminate early childhood blindness from our project areas. In the month of June, 433 children received vision tests
in our four project areas of Patuakhali, Feni, Nilphamari, and Habiganj. We will be able to provide this opportunity
to 1271 supported children and 826 women participating in the Family Support Program (FSP) group by September
2014.
After the check-up, DCI provides any necessary treatment to those identified as suffering from vision problems.

Join DCI on Facebook!
Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities
Join us on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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DCI’s Orphanage: Sun Child Home
The children at Sun Child Home are studying
very attentively and their home tutors are
helping them to achieve good results. Here
they are preparing for their second term examination. The girls who are reading in class
five, besides their regular studies, are preparing for admission to new schools.
The children take part in many other activities like drawing, reading storybooks, singing, and dancing.

Hunger Project organized a program with their high officials and invited DCI/RSC. The children of Sun Child Home performed for the guests, who danced and talked with the children. Everyone enjoyed themselves a lot at this function.

Form a team and change a life by sponsoring a child in need!
Learn more at distressedchildren.org
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Healthcare for Underprivileged Program (HUP)
The clinic doctors served the patients 25 days in a total of 25 service days of the clinic in June, 2014. A total
of 402 patients received treatment and medicines from the clinic. Social workers worked on health and hygiene awareness and family planning measures, provided counseling to adolescent girls and Antenatal/
Postnatal mothers, and followed up on malnourished children during this month.
Ten babies were delivered by trained staff. Nine of them were live birth, all of them received colostrums and
the remaining one was still birth. 75 people received anti-helminthes treatment. The DCI’s clinic staff talked to
the slum dwellers about the rainy season and the common diseases which are very frequent during this season. From this month DCI have started providing telemedicine treatment among the people of kallyanpur
Porabari slum.

HUP Activity – June 2014
Sl.
1

Indicators
Total clinic operation days

Target
25

Achievement
25

2

Total number of patient received treatment

375

402

3

Average number of patient per day

15

16.08

4

Total amount of money spent for medicine

20,000.00

47,371.00

5

Average expenditure for per patient

53.33

117.83

6

Total number of patient referred

0

1

7
8

Total Household covered

2500

1976

Total beneficiaries

9000

8194

Remarks

Total fertile couples: 1340
Total couples using birth control: 880

Sponsor the Health Clinic Today at: www.distressedchildren.org
Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.

Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Volunteers & Visitors
Ms. Fahmida Sharmin visited Sun Child Home
on June 7 & 21, 2014. During her visit she saw all the
activities of the girls of Sun Child Home. She talked
to all the girls individually and gave her valuable advice to all the girls to do outstanding result in their academic examination. And she also talked to their
home tutors.

Ms. Valerie Yerger came to Dhaka at Bangladesh
DCI office on Monday, June 23, 2014 for a visit. She
stayed at DCI/RSC guest room, situated in the office
building. She spent time with the orphanage girls and
also visited the DCI clinic for the slum residents.









Visit our website (www.distressedchildren.org), sign up for DCIs newsletter, and find us on Facebook
Volunteer with DCI at home, join a chapter, or start a new chapter
Visit our projects abroad and volunteer
Host a fundraising event
Create a partnership between your organization and DCI
Sponsor a child or donate to one of our other programs
Help us spread the word: introduce your friends, colleagues, and relatives to DCI!

SPECIAL THANKS to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment to DCI’s programs and mission. We welcome you to DCI, and we look forward to
working with you in this most important mission. Together we can change the world,
one child at a time.
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