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NEW HAVEN >> The public is invited to attend the 5th International Conference on Child Rights & 
Sight, to be held Oct. 24 by Distressed Children and Infants International, a nonprofit child rights 
organization founded at Yale in 2003, according to a DCI press release. The event, to take place at 
the university, coincides with Child Rights Week and World Sight Day. 

The conference will be held in partnership with Yale University, Yale UNICEF, Quinnipiac 
University, Sacred Heart University, Western Connecticut State University, Eastern Connecticut 
State University, Wesleyan University, University of Saint Joseph and several community colleges, 
the release said. 

As part of DCI’s global initiative to raise awareness of child rights issues and prevent blindness, the 
conference provides a platform for leaders in child rights, global health and blindness prevention to 
network and share with the community by addressing challenges facing so many underprivileged 
children around the world, the release said. One of the largest non-profit sector gatherings in the 
U.S., it also offers an opportunity to raise public awareness of current disadvantages faced by so 
many children, according to the release. 

The U.S.-based DCI is committed to protecting the rights of children, stopping child labor, 
eliminating preventable blindness, and lifting distressed children in developing nations out of 
poverty and hunger. DCI does this by providing life necessities, family support, education, health 
care and vision care, according to the release. 

DCI’s work also benefits participating American youth, who learn about the less fortunate in other 
countries, the release said. 

This year, more than 30 expert speakers from around the world will address hundreds of attendees, 
including large delegations from local colleges and universities, on the problem of child labor, 
according to the release. In 2010, the international community adopted a roadmap for achieving the 
elimination of the worst forms of child labor by 2016. The conference will highlight the work that 
needs to be done to make the roadmap a reality, the release said. 

Pre-registration is required as seating capacity is limited, the release said. Complete registrations 
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