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DISTRESSED CHILDREN & INFANTS INTERNATIONAL
Rights and Sight for Children

DCI’s 6th International Conference: A Huge Success!

DCI’s 6th Conference on Child Rights & Sight: DCI hosted its 6th International Conference on Child Rights & Sight on Saturday, October
14, 2017 at Yale University. The Conference on Child Rights & Sight was part of DCI's global initiative to raise awareness of children's rights as well
as blindness prevention. The Conference is a high profile international gathering and unique in the non-profit sector; the event brought together
diplomats, non-profit leaders and academics from around the world to share the progress made in promoting the rights and wellness of children
and to discuss current challenges and solutions to these critical issues. This year, more than 300 people joined the DCI’s conference at Yale's
Anlyan Center for an inspiring and educational day of lectures and networking.
Yale representative and Dean, Dr. Sten Vermund, attended the conference and delivered an inspiring and remarkable speech to the attendees.
Participants also heard from more than 30 distinguished speakers including Ambassador Dan Mozena (Former US Ambassador to Bangladesh);
H.E. Ambassador Dr. Rohan Perera (Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the United Nations); Mr. Latifur Rahman (CEO & Chairman, Transcom Group);
Professor Richard Cash; Dr. Muhammad Musa (Executive Director, BRAC); Senator Chris Murphy (video message), representatives from some of
the world's leading non-governmental organizations, as well as international diplomats, many academics, grassroots community leaders, other
humanitarian leaders, and delegations from different local colleges and university partners.
DCI’s Founder and Executive Director Dr. Ehsan Hoque noted how the presence of so many young people indicated DCI's success in recruiting
and training the next generation of humanitarian leaders.
Dr. Hoque also commented that DCI, in its thirteen years of existence, has worked steadfastly to build a sustainable and transparent system of
support that has lifted thousands of vulnerable children and their families out of crippling poverty, disability and disease. Dr. Hoque thanked the
conference organizers, volunteers, and all other participants for making this initiative such a resounding success and for supporting DCI’s mission.

As Yale’s president, I am proud that our campus is home to this significant forum for advancing the cause
of child rights. Indeed since its inception nearly a decade ago, this has become one of the most successful
international conferences in Connecticut positioning the university as a central location in the global
campaign for the defense of children. The partnership between DCI and Yale is built on shared values and
has proven to be deeply and reciprocally fruitful. The organization’s core mission, much like the
university’s, is one founded on service and leadership.

—Dr. Peter Salovey, President of Yale University

Special Thanks to Our 2017 Conference Partners:
Yale University, Sacred Heart University, University of New Haven, Quinnipiac University, Eastern Connecticut State University, Western Connecticut
State University, Wesleyan University, University of Saint Joseph, Albertus Magnus College, Trinity College, Gateway Community College (GWCC), Yale
UNICEF, Rights & Sight for Children, NYSASDRI & Kalinga Eye Hospital, Eye Surgery Associates, Diabetic Association of Bangladesh, BRAC.
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Special Messages from the 2017 Conference
This is an important opportunity to highlight the remarkable work being done by DCI and their
partners...raising global awareness about the plight of children requires a holistic, multifaceted approach.
A fundamental key to DCI’s continued success is allowing scholars, scientists, researchers, activists, nonprofit leaders and students from across the world to convene for vital discussions to share their
knowledge, experiences and strategies. These conferences have a multiplying effect on the work being
done by individuals in this room, while also helping to remind us that there is hope and unity in this fight.

—Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT)
Prospects of the Bangladeshi child are bright. A Bangladesh that is peaceful, secure, prosperous, healthy
and democratic offers its children the best hope for their futures. As Bangladeshis strive to build that
peaceful, secure, prosperous, healthy and democratic nation, they are, in fact, fulfilling their greatest
mission in life: nurturing the children. Nonetheless, the Bangladeshi child confronts important
challenges, challenges that are serious but that can be resolved, mitigated for, or adapted to.

—Ambassador Dan Mozena, Former United States Ambassador to Bangladesh
Yale University’s partnership with DCI has no doubt benefited DCI in its laudable mission to improve the
lives of children in vulnerable areas of the world. The work that DCI has been doing in Bangladesh to
address these issues is praiseworthy indeed. I am aware of the passion and commitment that Dr. Ehsan
Hoque brings to the table in pursuit of DCI’s mission against poverty, child labour and preventable
blindness. I wish him and DCI even greater success in the days to come.

—Mr. Latifur Rahman, Chairman & CEO, Transcom Group
It's an honor for us to have the opportunity to partner with a highly impactful organization — Distressed
Children & Infants (DCI) International — and its affiliate in Bangladesh — Rights & Sight for Children (RSC).
Among the different humanitarian and social development organizations we partner with, we found
DCI to be unique among them, not only with its mission and vision, but more importantly, with its
program approaches.

—Dr. Muhammad Musa, Executive Director, BRAC , Chairman, IPDC Finance Ltd & BRACNet

2017 DCI Humanitarian Award Winner: Faraaz Ayaaz Hossain
In addition to protecting underprivileged children through education and health, DCI strives to connect privileged
children to less fortunate children and involve them in different activities to teach them to think about others, inspire
them to take leadership roles in humanitarian causes; thus nurturing responsible and compassionate world citizens and
future leaders. Faraaz Ayaaz Hossain is one such youth. He exhibited extraordinary courage and amazing selflessness.
Being a Bangladeshi Muslim, Faraaz was given the chance to flee yet he refused to abandon his two dear friends during
the Holey Artisan Bakery attack, July 1st, 2016. That night, Faraaz chose to stand by his friends. He chose to stand by a
humanity that transcends the man-made boundaries of race, religion and nationality. He demonstrated the highest
standards of moral and ethical values; the same values DCI strives to nurture in young adults through volunteerism and
leadership. Faraaz Hossain will remain a shining example for all young adult to aspire to be, a life worthy of celebration and inspiration for all.
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News & Activities
DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) provides a gateway for
underprivileged children to complete primary education instead of
entering into child labor or child marriages. In addition to basic
necessities and school support, it provides health care as well as
family and community support in the form pre-school, mobile library,
computer training, parent’s awareness classes etc.

DCI Youth Volunteers at Work at Home and Abroad

DCI students win Computer & IT Competition
at sub-district level
Since July 2016 the SCSP is providing computer & internet training
to four rural secondary school students at Bauphal sub-district in
Patuakhali district. There are
more than 50 secondary schools
in this sub-district. The schools in
towns of this sub-division have
better teachers and better facilities; some have computers and
tutors but no planned system of
training and no money for internet access. Rural schools are
more neglected and do not have any facilities, tutor or funding for
computer lessons. Recently, the government arranged an IT fair
and competition in this sub-division. We are very proud to say that
the top 3 students who were the winners are our students! And
among them, 2 are girls. The winners were, Hridika Banik (class
10) stood 1st place, Tanjim Al Islam (class 9) was 2nd and Tanha
Rahman (class 9) was 3rd. Through the Sun Child Sponsorship Program, 2208 students have received book reading opportunities
and 840 students have completed basic IT training.
Mim has nine family members including her two cousin sisters and
grandparents. She is a student of class eight. Her younger sister is
reading in class six and younger
brother is in pre-primary school.
The two cousin sisters are in
school as well. Her father is unable to bear the educational cost
of these five children. This is why
DCI’s sponsorship program has
been providing all educational
support to Mim and her sister
Lamia for several years. Due to this support, the family can send all
the children to school. Otherwise, these girls would have been
victims of early marriage. This is how DCI SunChild sponsorship is
trying to help children of rural villages. DCI thanks the sponsors for
making this happen.
Awareness through Video
shows: SCSP started awareness
video shows in Nilphamari project area. There are 308 children
in 5 primary schools who enjoyed the video and learned
about different ways to take
care of their teeth.

DCI has a strong volunteer group. Every year, several
youth volunteers from within and outside the country
work in different projects. Here in U.S.A. they help with
DCI’s office operations and different “Child Rights &
Sight” events to spread the message of DCI and build
awareness. Abroad, they work at different project
locations directly working with the children we are
supporting.
DCI’s health clinic in Kallyanpur Porabari Dhaka has been very
active. Each month patients receive treatment and medicine
from the clinic. Social workers are working on health and
hygiene awareness, family planning measures, and provide
counseling to adolescent girls and antenatal/postnatal mothers.
They also distribute anti-helminthic treatment, distributing
vitamin A and milk for malnourished children. American doctors
provide treatment support through tele-medicine services.

Rubina Akter has been living at Kallyanpur Porabari Slum.
She is 22 and pregnant for
the second time. DCI
social workers brought
her to the health clinic
and the doctors of the
clinic provided medicine
and treatment, provided
regular check-ups and
made sure she had access
to hospital delivery. Recently she had a a baby girl at
Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College Hospital. Mother and
child are healthy and happy.
Every year DCI Healthcare
workers gather the children (6 months to 5 years)
of Kallyanpur Porabari
Slum to distribute vitamin
A capsules.

Take Action, Change a Life:

Sponsor a Child in Bangladesh $15 / month

CORPORATE MATCHING: Many corporations/companies will match portions of employee donations to charity. Please consult your HR
department to determine if your employer will match your contribution to Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI).
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What we’ve achieved together...

There are 6 million child laborers in Bangladesh. The
drop-out rate from primary schools is 35%. Your
support of DCI allows us to help these children. We
thank you for the changes we’ve achieved together:
EDUCATION
1,500 children receiving sponsorship
23 schools & 10 preschools supported
1,052 completed pre-school
1,612 completed primary school
137 completed secondary school
50 orphans supported at orphanage

Children of DCI’s Sun Child Home orphanage

Your $15 monthly sponsorship can:
 Keep a child out of the labor force
 Give a child quality education & healthcare

HEALTH
78,000+ instances of curative healthcare
86,000+ instances of preventive healthcare
1,575 couples received family planning
1,800+ mothers given natal care

 Create income generating opportunities for a child’s family & more!
 Visit http://distressedchildren.org/sponsor to change a life!

DCI Is Committed to Accountability & Transparency!

VISION
55,000+ eye screenings conducted
5,500+ eye surgeries performed
13,000+ eyeglasses provided
OTHER
450 volunteers trained
490 families helped with income generation

DCI THANKS all the
sponsors, donors and volunteers
for making all this possible!!

Every donation is properly recorded, allocated and tracked
to ensure it’s used for its intended purpose!

December 31st is the last day to make a
tax-deductible contribution for 2017.

Give the gift of vision



DCI is a 501(c)(3) certified non-profit organization — Your donation is tax-deductible!

Join Us!

Please return this completed form and
your contribution to:

Distressed Children Intl.
Name: _______________________________________
195 South Main St.
Email*:
Cheshire, CT 06410, USA
_____________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
_____________________________________________ Contribution: $_________
Phone: (____) ____________ (____)_______________ Please attach check/money order payable to DCI, or donate
*Email address is required to receive online updates

securely by credit card or PayPal at www.distressedchildren.org
All donations to DCI are tax-deductible (Tax ID #810671495).

DCI • distressedchildren.org • (203) 376-6351• dci@distressedchildren.org
www.distressedchildren.org
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