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The situation has been changed by this time and Corona Virus spreading to the all
over the world is the major cause of change. All schools are shutdown since last week
of March onwards. So our tribal girl’s residential school in Malkangiri and Muniguda
are also affected with this (Odisha Map indicating Malkangiri and Muniguda). 140
students are enrolled in Malkangiri and 172 are studying in NYSASDRI Public School.
All of them are from very backward and forest areas of the state. The Government has
closed all educational institution until August 2020 and promoted online education
programme. Children will be at home and attend classes through smart phones. In our
case neither smart phones are available nor is internet facility accessible to those
areas. However we are trying our level best to reach some of the pockets and teach
through posters and flip charts.
Kalinga Eye Hospital is rendering its patient care support to the community and also
cataract surgeries. The Government has banned outreach camps and prevented to
gather people in one place. Therefore, we are sending our health workers to conduct
door to door survey and providing on site treatment. Those are identified as refractive
error problem or suffering with cataract then we refer them to our hospital with a slip
for getting free services. This type of services we have been providing in the month of
April, May and June 2020.
Our NYSASDRI School of Journalism and Social work campus has been handed over
to Government of Odisha for running COVID Care Centre which is presently functional.
For the migrant workers we have taken several small projects like providing masks to
the labourers, dry ration, cloths, umbrella, saree and towel for difficult communities.
We have also provided hand sanitizer stations in different locations to control and
prevent the COVID -19. Massive scale of awareness education is going on to use
masks and maintain social dist ancing but still we are not much successful yet.

We are now facing lot of challenges to reduce salary of staffs, no work no pay system,
reducing working days instead of full of month work and reducing of staffs due to
financial difficulties.
On the other hand, around one million migrant workers returned to Odisha from
different parts of the country and many of them are jobless. Government is trying to
support as much as relief possible but now the question is how long Government can
feed them. Skill up-gradation and accumulation of new skills are required for the youth
so that they can get job in various locations. NYSASDRI has taken a small step to set
up a vocational training centre in the rural area through which horticulture, computer
training, plumber and electrical training etc. will be provided soon.

