Newsletter - April 2020

DISTRESSED CHILDREN & INFANTS INTERNATIONAL
Rights and Sight for Children

SunChild Sponsorship Program (SCSP) Update
SCSP action against COVID-19
We are currently in the midst of the greatest global health crisis in our lifetimes. COVID-19 has
changed the world. DCI has been actively working to combat the COVID-19 crisis in all its project
areas. Due to the lockdown, businesses are closed, as the country is reeling from this pandemic.
During this time, many DCI workers and volunteers have come forward to help people in remote areas in Bangladesh. They are working to raise awareness in needy communities. In addition, they collect data on the current situation of the families we support, relating to: health, hygiene & nutrition.
As of April 2020: 10,000 people have benefitted from our awareness campaigns.

Posting information on COVID-19 in the communities

Raising awareness amongst women who live in remote areas

Door to door home visits to raise awareness and to collect data on the current situation
Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.

Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Relief distribution to Communities in Need
In the month of April, 586 families have received food and hygiene products. Along with safety
masks, all of them received rice, flour, lentil, potatoes, onion, oil, salt, and soap. We wanted to ensure they had items of necessity, as communities in need are affected greatly by this pandemic.

Please Donate fore children and families in COVID-19 crisis at: https://distressedchildren.org/catalog/covid-19/
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These Children Need Your Help to Go to School!
Please Join Us to Keep them Smiling!

Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org

Child Labor Facts


One in six children 5 to 14 years old — about 16 percent of all children in this age group —
is involved in child labor in developing countries.



In the least developed countries, 30 percent of all children are engaged in child labor.



Worldwide, 126 million children work in hazardous conditions, often enduring beatings, humiliation and sexual violence by their employers.



An estimated 1.2 million children — both boys and girls — are trafficked each year into exploitative work in agriculture, mining, factories, armed conflict or commercial sex work.



The highest proportion of child laborers is in sub-Saharan Africa, where 26 percent of children (49
million) are involved in work.
Sources: www.unicef.org, www.ilo.org

Sponsor a Child $15/month at: www.distressedchildren.org
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Activities
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, regular schooling for our girls is temporarily closed. DCI has
also decided to keep them home to minimize the risk of contracting COVID-19, as well as to ensure the safety and security for the girls. SunChild Home is being sanitized regularly, and we have
implemented a handwash corner. Here the girls can wash their hands with soap and water at regular intervals and learn more about the importance of hygiene. Since the girls are not attending
school or their regular activities outside, they are engaged in various different activities in the
Home. For example, they are learning computer regularly, reading Arabic, learning English and
above all they are helping in household chores. and following other rules and regulations.

Using the Computer

Learning the Quran

Following rules implemented during this pandemic

Hand Wash Corner

Reading the rules

Helping in household chores

CORPORATE MATCHING:

Many corporations/companies will match portions of employee donations to charity. Please consult your HR department to determine if your employer
will match your contribution to Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI).
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Education
Currently, the girls of SunChild Home are not attending school or coaching due to the global pandemic. In
addition, their teachers at home are not able to come for their regular teaching. Therefore, Ms. Sabina
Yasmin, the House Mother of DCI SunChild Home is taking care of them & Mr. Romel Nasher, the Program Manager is looking after their studies, counseling them & advising them via Skype Video Call regularly. The girls of SunChild Home are also doing their part in their education, they have organized tutoring
amongst themselves, as well as the senior girls are helping the junior girls with their studies.
They are regularly updated about new information on prevention of the coronavirus disease & on the situation in Bangladesh. Along with the other 210 countries all over the world, Bangladesh is also facing significant challenges in combating COVID-19. The number of infected and dead is increasing every day. In fact,
63 districts in Bangladesh are infected by this virus.
In this dire condition, being aware is incredibly important for the prevention of this virus. The government
already announced emergency lockdown and implemented a stay-at-home order across the country for
ensuring social distancing.
COVID-19 is a contagious disease. Currently, there is no vaccine. Self-awareness is a vital way to prevent
the spread of this disease. Protecting oneself & others, please follow the advice provided by your local
public health agency such as:
 Clean your hands often. Use soap and water, or an alcohol-based hand rub.
 Maintain a safe distance from anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Don’t touch your eyes, nose or mouth.
 Cover your nose and mouth with your bent elbow or a tissue when you cough or sneeze.
 Stay home if you feel unwell.
 If you have a fever, a cough, and difficulty breathing, seek medical attention. Call in advance.
 Follow the directions of your local health authority.

The girls of SunChild Home working on their studies.

Talking to the girls via video conference call
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Dr. Ehsan Hoque visits DCI Programs in Bangladesh
Dr. Ehsan Hoque, Founder and Honorary Executive Director of Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) visited Bangladesh from the last week of February 2020 to the first week of April
2020. Before the shutdown due to the spread of coronavirus, he oversaw all the programs run by
DCI Bangladesh thoroughly. He attended meetings with the Executive Committee of Rights and
Sight for Children (RSC) Bangladesh and had discussions about the development of these programs. He also visited Bharateswari Homes to meet with the students of SunChild Home to talk
about their academic progress, as well as to make sure they have their necessities & discuss their
experience at their new school.
All the children of DCI SunChild Home celebrated Dr. Ehsan Hoque’s birthday in a colorful and
joyous way. All the officials of DCI Bangladesh & some friends of Dr. Ehsan Hoque attended the
function at the rooftop of the DCI Bangladesh office. Dr. Ehsan Hoque expressed his sincere gratitude and feels very fortunate to be able to spend his birthday in such a special way.

Dr. Ehsan Hoque’s Birthday Celebrations

Dr. Ehsan Hoque at SunChild Home

Meeting with RSC Executive Committee members

There are nearly 48 million blind people worldwide and an additional 314 million people are visually
impaired. 500,000 children lose their sight each year. 85% of cases of visual impairment are avoidable.

An estimated 250,000 to 500,000 vitamin A-deficient children become
blind every year, half of them dying within 12 months of losing their sight
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Celebrating Ramadan in DCI SunChild Home
Ramadan is the month of fasting, prayer, reflection & community observed
by Muslims worldwide. The children of DCI SunChild Home are observing this month of Ramadan. They are fasting from sunrise to sunset. They all eat their pre-dawn meal together, and
also participate in prayer. They devote themselves to Salat & recitation of the Quran. At sunset, they break their fast with the nightly feast called Iftar in buffet style. They are given traditional dishes & traditional desserts, particularly made only during the month of Ramadan. Ensuring that the girls are receiving adequate nutrition is a top priority at DCI!

Sehri

Iftar

With the COVID-19 crisis raging around the world, DCI is following special rules
to ensure the safety and security of the children we support, in all of our facilities including SunChild Home Orphanage. We have held several awareness
campaigns dealing with important matters such as hygiene & health.
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