Newsletter - February, 2020

DISTRESSED CHILDREN & INFANTS INTERNATIONAL
Rights and Sight for Children

SunChild Sponsorship Program (SCSP) Update
Education & Hygiene Material Support

On Thursday, February 6, 2020, Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) and its implementing partner Rights and Sight for Children (RSC) distributed education and hygiene materials at Keraniganj, Dhaka.
During the event, the supplies were distributed to 116 students including 24 newly added students this
month. Secretary of DCI’s Canada Chapter Ms. Sajedun Nahar; Headmaster and other teachers of Hizla
Govt. Primary School, and guests from the school and local community attended the program. Ms. Nahar
spoke to the parents of the students we support and encouraged them to use the materials and learn from
them. She also spoke of the hope for the future of the chapter and its projected growth.
In addition, Mr. Rajen Kumer Shaha, Program Manager, SCSP; Mr. Rohan Kabir, Development & Communication Officer; RSC; and other officials also attended the event. Mr. Shaha spoke about various activities and
different ways SCSP supports the students. It was a successful event, and we are looking forward to continuing and expanding our education and hygiene initiative.

Talking with children & their parents
"Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world."-Nelson Mandela
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Science Quiz Competition

Students participating at the competition
Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) and Rights and Sight for Children (RSC) jointly organized a
science quiz competition for its Sun Child Sponsorship Project area at Bauphal, Patuakhali. The competition
was held among sixth, seventh and eighth graders. The winners were selected based on their performance
at the competition, as well as their participation in the other activities.
DCI is trying to create a platform where every student will have the opportunity to nurture their creativity.
There was a drawing competition, spelling competition, and various other academic activities.
The competition program was associated with DCI-RSC and the Ashraful & Nasren Islam Memorial Fund.
The winner of the competition received scholarship money for educational development purposes. This competition gave the children a chance to explore their intellectual abilities and was a great way to implement
some healthy competition!

SPECIAL THANKS

to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment
to DCI’s programs and mission. Together we can change the world, one child at a time. We
welcome you to DCI, and we look forward to working with you in this most important mission.
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Visitors from Abroad

Youth Center

School Visit

Adolescent Training

DCI’s well-wishers from different countries come to experience DCI’s activities in Bangladesh. This month,
Mr. William Sterr from the United States visited DCI’s Head Office and our project at Patuakhali. First, he visited the Mobile Library facility and the Computer Training Center, where children and adults have the opportunity to experience technology and learn how to use computers. After that, he visited the schools we support, and attended adolescent training sessions as well as a Mother’s Group meeting. At this meeting, he observed and interacted with the social workers and all the participants. There were many discussions involving
the importance of education for themselves and for their children, the devastating effects of child marriage &
child labor and various other important topics. He also visited our Income Generating Supported Families and
was delighted to see their improvement. He took part in an after school tutoring group session and interacted
with the students about their studies. We look forward to working with Mr. William Sterr and fulfilling our collective mission for many years to come!

After School Tutoring

Income Generating Support

Mother’s Meeting

REMOTE VOLUNTEER & INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES for Youth & Adults with DCI
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Family Support Activities
DCI’s Family Support Activities in SCSP project areas are currently supporting 830 mothers, who have
been divided into 59 groups. Every week they meet to discuss their essential needs, facilitated by DCI
officers. The attendance rate at these meetings during the month of February was recorded at 92%.
During this month, the following topics were discussed at the meeting:
1. The importance of education for their children, maintaining attendance in both school and tutoring
sessions.
2. Health and hygiene issues during the winter season.
3. Addressing any questions or concerns they may have.
4. Instilling the value of attending these meetings and having their attendance recorded.

The DCI Youth Center was established to give community youths access to books and computer
resources,. DCI is also providing school-based mobile library and computer training services.
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After School Tutoring
About 1,035 children part of SCSP received after-school tutoring & special coaching support during this
month. In addition, 81 tutors have helped them and guided them on their school tasks.

Activities summary in tutoring groups:
 Completing their homework and other school tasks.
 Special counseling for learners who may need extra help.
 Ensuring school and tutoring attendance through recordkeeping and monitoring.
 Ensuring preparation for their Annul Examination.
 Collecting Annual results from the students.
 Educating them about health & hygiene, as well as, personal hygiene.

Students attendance rate recorded at 95%.
Tutoring group information at a glance
Area

Total Group

Total Tutors

Total Children

Patuakhali

52

51

692

Nilphamari

16

16

171

Dhaka

13

13

122

Total

81

80

985

Sponsor a Child $15/month at: www.distressedchildren.org
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Celebrating Our Students & Their Success

Shanta Islam has been enrolled in DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program since 2015 when she was in first grade.
She lives with her parents and her grandparents. Her father works at a medicine shop and his monthly income is
approximately $108 USD. He is hardworking, however this barely manages all of their family needs. Shanta is
now sixth grade at SKDC High School. Recently she completed her Primary Education Completion (PEC) in 2019
from SKDC Govt. Primary School. She obtained the highest Grade Point Average (GPA) - 5 and proved her intellectual abilities. Shanta is very interested in learning, and doesn’t miss a day of school and is an active participant
in after-school tutoring group sessions. DCI’s field supervisor works with Shanta and her family to make sure her
needs are met and to continue to foster her growth in academia and her future.
Shanta’s family is grateful to be a part of DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program and said that “DCI supports and
helps our family to become established and now we are dreaming for a better future for our daughter. We urge
DCI to continue their support for the poor.”
At DCI, we dream of a world where every child will have equal opportunity and no one will sleep a single day on
an empty stomach. SCSP offers strong school-based support such as a mobile library, computer & IT training, an
interschool essay competition, spelling competitions, after school tutoring and an awareness video program. Students like Shanta inspire us to continue to strive to fulfill our mission. We are proud of her and are excited to see a
bright future ahead for her and her family!

Shanta going to school

Shanta with her family
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Orphan Support Program (OSP) Update
Education & Counseling Update

Study and Leisure time
DCI works to ensure the children’s educational development at SunChild Home. It’s the starting months of
the academic year and the girls of SunChild Home have begun their studies. Teachers, child facilitators,
home mothers and social workers are involved in their studies and provide educational support. Our girls
also enjoy their leisure time, watching TV, playing with each other and participating in other recreational
activities.

Counseling Session:
Regularly DCI’s SunChild Home arranges counseling sessions for the girls. During the session this
month, a professional counselor educated them about their health & hygiene and instructs them on how
to maintain physical fitness & incorporate balanced nutrition and exercise in their daily lives. They also
discussed how to properly wash their hands and remain healthy and how to maintain physical well-being.

Counseling Session
Involve Your Company! Please find out what charitable activities your company pursues, and ask
about joining DCI’s mission for children. See distressedchildren.org/involve-your-company for details!
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Visit to Bharateswari Homes

DCI’s twenty girls of our SunChild Home are enjoying their boarding life at the Bharateswari Homes and are working
towards fulfilling the next chapter in their education. They are getting to know their new teachers, new friends and
adjusting to their new environment. Every month, a group of DCI officials visit the Bharateswari Homes to monitor
their educational & mental development. They observed their daily activities, and addressed any questions or concerns they may have. The girls enjoyed their company, and vice versa. They also made sure the girls have all their
essential needs met. This was a very special visit, where the DCI officials arranged a surprise banquet for them &
where they all got together to have some snacks and talk about the future and reminisce about the times they had
together. We are proud of our girls and are grateful to be a part of their journey!

Special Meal & Dowa Mahfil
In this month, our cherished well-wishers like- Ms. Sharmila Alam offered special Dua Mahfil and arranged special meals for the girls of SunChild Home.
DCI also arranges for the girls to enjoy some special seasonal fruits. This month there was sugarcane,
and the girls loved it!

Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.
Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Annual School Sports Day -2020

The annual sports day is a cheery occasion for students, teachers, and guardians. This
year the annual sports day was held at Krishaloy Girls School and the girls of SunChild
Home enjoyed the celebration very much. There were many events including different
types of sport activities as well as cultural activities. All of our girls at SunChild Home participated in every competition and won many prizes. They also participated in the cultural
program and performed a dance. It was truly an excellent function!

Dr. Md. Abu Hena Mostofa Kamal NDC with our Children
Honorable Secretary, Ministry of Defense, The Government of Bangladesh
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Visitors From Abroad
This month, Founder and Executive Director of TMSS, Prof. Dr. Hosne Ara Begum visited SunChild
Home, and spent some quality with the girls and pledged that TMSS will always be supportive of DCI’s
humanitarian activities. Other visitors include: Dr. Baby K Hasan, Ms. Saheda Sultana, and Ms. Shelly
Ahmed. They spent time with our girls, interacted with them, and created memories. Thank you very
much to all of our supporters!

Prof. Dr. Hosne Ara begum

Dr. Ruby K Hasan

Visitors from Abroad

This month two of our volunteers and well-wishers from the United States visited our girls at SunChild
Home. They stayed at DCI’s guests’ room for over 15 days in Bangladesh. They were a delight and spent
a lot of time with our girls, and connected with them. They read to them, worked on their school tasks with
them, sang & danced with them, help them complete their daily tasks, and joined them in their regular activities. They shared meals with them, and left our girls with countless memories. They also visited our 20
girls at the Bharateswari Homes. They treated our girls with love, care and admiration. Thank you to our
volunteers for your unwavering dedication to our mission, you have touched many hearts!

CORPORATE MATCHING:

Many corporations/companies will match portions of employee donations to charity.
Please consult your HR department to determine if your employer will match your
contribution to Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI).
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Health for Underprivileged Program (HUP) &
Blindness Prevention Program (BPP) Update

HUP Activities - February 2020
In February 2020, the DCI Health Clinic served people in several slums along Kallyanpur Porabari Slum. The doctor treated a total of 508 patients in the Health Clinic. DCI also provides their medications at no cost. The social
workers worked to raise awareness about hygiene and family planning measures amongst girls and women, as
well as cared for the expecting and new mothers in the slum. They held counseling sessions for the public and
special sessions for women and girls. They kept track of the malnourished children and tended to them. 3 babies
were delivered safely this month in hospitals and by trained midwives in the slum. All the babies and their mothers
are healthy and we also gave the new mothers important information about nutrition for their newborns.

Clinical Activities

Awareness Build-up to Antenatal Mothers - February 2020
Awareness to mothers:

One our goals at our DCI Health Clinic is to implement initiatives like “Awareness Campaigns” to
raise awareness about the unsanitary conditions of the slum, and the effect it has on the lives of all
of the inhabitants. Women and children are especially vulnerable. DCI Health Clinic also holds
awareness sessions for antenatal & postnatal mothers every month. The goal of this session is to
reduce illness and death amongst mothers, newborns and children.
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HUP Monthly Activities - February 2020
Sl.

Indicators

Target

Achievement

1

Total clinic operation days

25

25

2

Total number of patients who received treatment

600

508

3

Average number of patients per day

24

20

4

Total amount of money spent for medicine

-

37764

5

Total number of patients referred

-

-

6

Total Households covered

3500

3120

7

Total beneficiaries

13800

11992

Family planning services are vital and addressed every month at our DCI Health Clinic. Men and women of
Kallyanpur Slum are educated on different issues related to the topic as well as given access to various
forms of birth control.
Method Chart
Particulars

Previous Month

Add

Deduction

Total

Injection
Pill

315
355

5
28

321
383

Condom

150

10

160

Ligation

14

0

14

Vasectomy

7

0

7

IUD

8

0

8

Implant

9

0

9

Visit of William Melvin Sterr to Kallyanpur Slum
DCI has been serving the underprivileged in slum areas of Bangladesh since 2008. All of contributors, volunteers, donors, well-wishers & supporters are the reason why we have been able to work on our mission for the past 12 years. In
February 2020, Mr. William Melvin Sterr visited our projects in several areas. Mr. Sterr also spent some quality time at
Kallyanpur Slum. He met with the DCI health clinic’s doctor, social workers and interacted with the people of Kallyanpur
Slum. Thank you Mr. Sterr for dedicating your time to DCI in Bangladesh! We are all in this together and we will fight to
help the marginalized and fight for humanity.

THANK YOU
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