Newsletter - January, 2020

DISTRESSED CHILDREN & INFANTS INTERNATIONAL
Rights and Sight for Children

SunChild Sponsorship Program (SCSP) Update
Warm Clothes Distribution at Projects Areas

Blanket Distribution at Nilphamari
Winter in Bangladesh is welcomed with festivities, color and general excitement, but often for the most marginalized, winter is associated with suffering and mortality, Many people cannot afford to buy warm clothes
for winter and may have little to no insulation in their homes. Women and children are especially vulnerable.
This month DCI distributed blankets to 220 families in need for our projects in Patuakhali and Nilphamari.

Blanket Distribution at Patuakhali

Every year, 22,000 children die in work-related accidents.
30,000 children die each day due to poverty.
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BOOK FESTIVAL – 2020

Students receiving books for the new school year
DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program celebrated the Book Festival with their students this month.
The children received books that they require for the upcoming school year. SCSP’s goals are to
provide severely underprivileged children with the resources they need to stay in school, prevent
child labor & child marriage, and protect their rights. Therefore, keeping them on track to become
independent and productive citizens through education and training opportunities.

The students are delighted to have their books

US Youth Volunteers working for DCI’s mission
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Visitors from Abroad

Mr. Almir Chowdhury & his son

Dr. Moti Rahman & his daughter

This month Mr. Almir Chowdhury and his son; Dr. Moti Rahman and his daughter; Dr. Sadeka Sahani and her
daughter; Dr. Shamim Jhimlee Kutubi and her sons; traveled to Bangladesh to meet the children they sponsor at
DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) as well as, to attend other activities in Bangladesh. Their sponsor
children come from different project areas around Bangladesh like Patuakhali, Dhaka etc. They spent some quality
time with the children and exchanged thoughts & idea about the future. They spoke with the beneficiary's parents
and asked them about their needs and learned more about their lives. They continue to support us, as do many
other sponsors and we are grateful to each and every one of you. Thank you very much!

Dr. Sadeka Sahani and her son

Dr. Shamim Jhimlee and her sons

“Education promotes equality and lifts people out of poverty. It teaches children how to become good citizens. Education is not just for a privileged few, it is for everyone. It is a fundamental human right”

— Ban Ki Moon
Sponsor a Child Today at: www.distressedchildren.org
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Education & Hygiene Material Distribution

Materials Distribution at Nilphamari
This month Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) distributed education materials to its 1,035 SCSP
supported students of Patuakhali, Dhaka and, Nilphamari. DCI has been implementing its Education & Hygiene
Stipend Distribution program since 2006 for the underprivileged youth to prevent school abandonment and to allow them a chance to pursue their education. At DCI, we believe education is a right, not a privilege.

Materials Distribution at Patuakhali

Those Who Can’t Dream
152.1 Million
263 Million
Child Laborer’s World Wide

Children out of School!

May be not millions or hundreds but you can help one child dream

JOIN DCI & Change a Life at: www.distressedchildren.org
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Family Support Activities
DCI’s Family Support Activities in SCSP project areas are supporting 830 mothers, who have been divided into 59 groups. Every week they meet to discuss their essential needs, these discussions are facilitated
by DCI officers. The attendance rate at these meetings during the month of January has been recorded at
94%.
In the month of January the following topics have been discussed:
1. Congratulating them on moving up in their classes for the new year and encouraging them to continue to be attentive in their education/general matters.
2. Health and hygiene issues during the winter.
3. Instilling the value of attending these sessions, and addressing any questions/concerns.

SPECIAL THANKS

to all our contributors, donors, and supporters for your commitment
to DCI’s programs and mission. Together we can change the world, one child at a time. We
welcome you to DCI, and we look forward to working with you in this most important mission.

CORPORATE MATCHING:

Many corporations/companies will match portions of employee donations to charity. Please consult your HR department to determine if your employer will match your contribution to Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI).
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After School Tutoring
About 1,035 children in our SCSP program has received after-school tutoring & special coaching support in
January 2020. In addition, 81 tutors have helped them and guided them in their school tasks.

Activities summary in tutoring groups:
 Completing their homework and other school tasks.
 Special counseling for learners who may need extra help.
 Ensuring school and tutoring attendance through recordkeeping and monitoring.
 Ensuring preparation for their Annul Examination.
 Collecting Annual results from the students.
 Educating them about health & hygiene, as well as, personal hygiene.

Students attendance rate recorded at 94%.
Tutoring group information at a glance

Area

Total Group

Total Tutors

Total Children

Patuakhali

52

51

692

Nilphamari

16

16

171

Dhaka

13

13

122

Total

81

80

985

Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.
Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Celebrating Our Students & Their Success

Sohan has been a part of DCI’s Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) since 2015 when he was in
first grade. He is now in sixth grade at Karpurkathi Islamia High School. He lives with his parents. His
father is a hardworking shopkeeper, who works all day to feed his family. Recently, Sohan completed
his Primary Education Completion (PEC) exam with the highest results of GPA 5. After being enrolled in
SCSP, he and his family are aware of the importance of education and are committed. Sohan is a kind
& diligent student who is attentive to his studies and is involved in school. He wants to pursue a career
one day that will serve his family and his country. We are proud to have Sohan in our midst. We will
continue to support Sohan and children like Sohan. At DCI our mission is to help the underprivileged
break out of the cycle of poverty and, we will continue to fight tirelessly for all of our children at SCSP.

Sohan going to school

Sohan studying at home

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” — Nelson Mandela
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Orphan Support Program (OSP) Update
Education Update - January 2020
All primary and secondary school students received free textbooks on the first day of the New Year. The
Ministry of Education distributed free textbooks among students of pre-primary, primary, secondary;
ebtedayee; dakhil; SSC, vocational and technical schools across the country.
The girls of SunChild Home Orphanage received their new books from the Kisholoy Girls School & College. They are delighted to receive their books and are looking forward to the new school year.

Counseling Update-January 2020
Regular counseling is important in supporting both the physical and mental health of our girls, some of whom
are entering adolescence. During this phase of life, it is vital to give them guidance and advice, as well as, to
address any questions or concerns they may have. To fulfill this need, DCI arranges different types of sessions with professionals. For this month Dr. Abida Sultana, Gynecologist, Dhaka Medical College Hospital
visited SunChild Home for a counseling session and for:
1.

Seasonal health check-up

2.

Instructed the girls on “How To Keep Body Fit & Sound’

“If you can't feed a hundred people, feed just one.” — Mother Teresa

www.distressedchildren.org

PAGE 8

Admission at the Bharateswari Homes
Twenty of our girls at SunChild Home were admitted at the Bharateswari Homes School for the academic
year 2020. The girls studied very hard for their admission to the Bharateswari Homes. Now they are attentively studying and doing regular work, and maintaining schedules. They are hardworking and goaloriented. DCI-RSC officials assist them in their daily activities, and also inquire about their education and
provide any support they may need. The teachers are proud of them and are excited for their next chapter
and wish them great success in every sector of their lives.

Especial Meal & Dwoa Mahfil
In this month some of our well-wishers like- Ms. Nargis; Dr. Sabina Ahmed, Ms. Faijunnesha, Dr. Kamrul
Alam offered special Dua Mahfil for the spiritual peace of their loved one and arranged special meals for
the girls of SunChild Home.

Involve Your Company!
Please find out what charitable activities your company pursues, and ask about joining
DCI’s mission for children. See distressedchildren.org/involve-your-company for details!

www.distressedchildren.org
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Visitors
This month many donors visited SunChild Home & interacted with the girls, and spent some quality time
with them. Amongst them were Ms. Areina Ismail, Dr. Abdur Razzaque, Dr. Jhmilee Kutubi, Dr. Moti Rahman, Dr. Sadeka Sahani & Dr. Zeenat Mahjabeen. Thank you for supporting our mission!

Areina Ismail

Dr. Abdur Razzaque

Dr. Jhmilee Kutubi

Dr. Moti Rahman

Dr. Sadeka Sahani

Dr. Zeenat Mahjabeen
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Health for Underprivileged Program (HUP) &
Blindness Prevention Program (BPP) Update

HUP Activities - January 2020
In January 2020, the DCI Health Clinic served people in several slums along Kallyanpur Porabari Slum. The
doctor treated a total of 649 patients in the Health Clinic. DCI also provides their medications at no cost. The
social workers worked to raise awareness about hygiene and family planning measures among girls and
women, as well as cared for the expecting and new mothers in the slum. They held counseling sessions for
the public and special sessions for women and girls. They kept track of the malnourished children and tended to them. 6 babies were delivered safely this month in hospitals and by trained midwives in the slum. All
the babies and their mothers are healthy and we also gave the new mothers important information about nutrition for their newborns.

Clinical Activities

Doctors of DCI Health Clinic providing treatment to the slum residents

Field Activities

DCI Social Workers collecting information from the field

“The function of education is to teach one to think.”- Martin Luther King
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HUP Monthly Activities - January 2020
Sl.

Indicators

Target

Achievement

1

Total clinic operation days

26

26

2

Total number of patients who received treatment

624

649

3

Average number of patients per day

24

25

4

Total amount of money spent for medicine

-

35749

5

Total number of patients referred

-

-

6

Total Households covered

3500

3065

7

Total beneficiaries

13800

11908

Awareness Build-up to Antenatal Mothers - January 2020
Awareness to mothers:
DCI holds “Awareness Campaigns” every month at our DCI Health Clinic for antenatal & postnatal mothers.
The goal of the campaign is to reduce illness and death amongst mothers, newborns, and children of the
Porabari slum & Mohammadpur Slum. This is also an opportunity to address any questions or concerns especially those related to maternal and pediatric nutrition.

Family planning services are vital and addressed every month at our DCI Health Clinic. Men and women of
Kallyanpur Slum are educated on different issues related to the topic as well as given access to various
forms of birth control.
Particulars

Previous Month

Method Chart
Add
Deduction

Total

Injection

307

8

315

Pill

335

20

355

Condom

138

12

150

Ligation

14

0

14

Vasectomy

7

0

7

IUD

8

2

8

Implant

9

0

9
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Free Eye Screening Camp, Rajshahi
Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI) and Rights and Sight for Children (RSC), partnered with Faraaz Hossain Foundation and organized a free eye screening camp at the KajlaDharampur (K.D.) Club, Kajla, Motihar, Rajshahi on January 28, 2020. A total of 652 underprivileged children & adults received free eye treatment from the camp including diagnoses for underlying eye health issues, medicine and arrangements for corrective surgeries and eyeglasses.

Free Eye Screening Camp, Rajshahi

Meet Our Volunteers
Armana Islam came from the USA with her parents and volunteered at the Health Clinic. At the slum, she did various tasks,
she collected information from our expectant mothers and spoke to them about the importance of visiting the Health Clinic for
all their needs. She also visited new mothers and made sure they and their babies have proper nutrition. She attended sessions with the social workers about health, hygiene, nutrition and cleanliness. She connected with the children of the slum and
was attentive to their needs. We are grateful and glad to have volunteers like Armana! They have touched the hearts of our
staff and the people we serve. Thank you very much to all of our volunteers!

Armana Islam’s visit to the slum

THANK YOU
www.distressedchildren.org
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