Newsletter, July 2020

DISTRESSED CHILDREN & INFANTS INTERNATIONAL
Rights and Sight for Children

SunChild Sponsorship Program (SCSP) Update
Food Distribution for the Jobless at Nilphamari
Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI)
and Rights & Sight for Children (RSC) distributed
food and soap to 160 families consisting of more
than 800 members who are supported through
the Sun Child Sponsorship Program (SCSP) in
Koimari, Jaldhaka, Nilphamari. Each family received 7 kg of rice, 1 kg of lentils, 1 kg of edible
oil, 1 kg of potato, 1 kg of salt, 1 kg of onion, 250
gm garlic, and 2 pieces of soap. We are incredibly grateful to all the donors for making this possible! This crisis is not over and there are many
people who are struggling to feed their families and buy basic goods. We will be continuing to extend this support in phases. Join us in our mission! Learn how you can help by visiting our website.

www.distressedchildren.org

PAGE 1

Education Support
Due to the COVID-19 situation, all the schools and coaching groups have closed. This results in interruptions
in their learning. Children are also at risk for child labor and early marriage. This is why we are providing
written lesson materials and guidelines. We want to encourage the children to prepare their home tasks daily,
keep up with their work and stay on the right track. There are 800 children from class one to class seven who
received this support for their education during this month.
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Relief Package for the Extremely Impoverished

Shakil Islam is DCI supported child who lives in a small village in Nilphamari, Rongpur region with his parents, sick
grandparents, uncle and three siblings. His older brother is in class six and his other two siblings have not started school
yet. His father is a day laborer making an average of 2500 Taka and his mother is a house wife. Recently Shakil’s uncle
started work in Dhaka. But COVID-19 has changed their lives. Due to the lockdown, his father has no daily labor work,
his uncle has returned to the village as there is no income in Dhaka. Now this family is in danger - from the virus, and
from poverty caused by lost income, malnourishment, and lack of medicine for the kids and older members of family. But
DCI is helping them though the SCSP Program, and providing necessary items, such as food and soap.

Shakil and his mother is receiving relief

DCI is also providing educational support

Stay updated on DCI's programs and current activities.
Join DCI on Facebook at http://facebook.com/DCI.International
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Orphan Support Program (OSP) Update


Thousands
of children and families in DCI project locations are in immediate danger  from the
Corona virus (COVID-19), and from poverty caused by lost family income, malnourishment, and
lack of schooling. We have worked so hard over the years to support these children and families.
All our efforts will be in vain if we cannot stand beside them now! Therefore, DCI has been
actively working very hard to combat COVID-19 crisis in all its project areas.
We are very aware that this critical response plan would not be possible without your support. If
possible, kindly join us as you have always done. Please Donate/Give your Zakat to safeguard
children and families in COVID-19 crisis at: https://distressedchildren.org/gift-category/covid-19/

Please join us. Donate to safeguard children and families in
COVID-19 crisis at: https://distressedchildren.org/catalog/covid-19/
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Education
The girls are continuing to attend their online classes regularly through the supervision of their
institution teachers. Children of both Bharateswari Homes & Kisholoy Girls School & College
also attend their online classes on a daily basis. House tutoring classes are provided via
skype. The girls are practicing their lessons at home, being updated on their studies and
learning how to maintain proper hygiene, especially during this pandemic. Shahnaj Akter, as
an SSC candidate, is under the special supervision and having sessions with a home tutor.
The home tutor is providing special classes for Shahnaj to work to achieve the greatest potential
for her SSC examination. Shahnaj participated in a pre-test examination for the SSC from home.

Bharateswari Homes girls attending their online classes.

Kisholoy school girls attending their online classes.

Kids practicing their lessons.

Shahnaj practicing for her examination at home.

The need for Blindness Prevention Program:






According to the WHO, there are nearly 45 million blind people worldwide
87% of blind people live in underdeveloped countries, 2 million in Bangladesh & 12 million in India
500,000 children lose their sight each year
The leading cause of blindness is cataracts; 85% of blindness cases can be cured through
inexpensive surgery
In Bangladesh, approximately 150,000 are irreversibly blind and need rehabilitation

Give the gift of sight: sponsor a cataract surgery today at distressedchildren.org!
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Extracurricular Activities
Beside studying, the girls participate in extracurricular activities regularly. They attend music &
dance classes via online and practice at home. The also practice drawing. They work on the computer and watch learning videos and practice using the computer as a leisure activity. The girls
play in the ‘Kid Zone” with their toys and with each other.

The girls practicing drawing.

The children attending online dance class.

The girls attending online music class.

The children practicing the Tabla.

The girls playing traditional games.

The girls using computers.

Today there are approximately 143 million orphans worldwide.
5 million children in Bangladesh are orphans or have lost one parent.

www.distressedchildren.org

PAGE 6

Counseling & Awareness
DCI arranges for regular counseling, as well as special counselng & awareness sessions every month.
They also were given lessons on teaching them how to maintain their daily routine & learning how to perform tasks independently. They discussed how to adjust themselves with quarantine at home. They watch
news updates regularly. The children read stories and books during their leisure time.

Counseling session for elder girls

Counseling session for younger girls

The girls viewing an English learning program.

The girls watching news updates.

The children reading story books.

Kids watching learning cartoons.

Sponsor a Child $15/month at: www.distressedchildren.org
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Food & Nutrition
Ensuring proper nutrition is extremely vital for the development and growth of the children.
DCI arranges different types of nutritious foods & seasonal fruits for the children, to develop
their immune system & help them grow healthy and strong. Our donors have arranged special
meals for the girls for different occasions. DCI Director Ms. Sabina Ahmed arranged a special
meal for the girls this month. Thank you very much to all of our amazing donors and supporters for making this possible and helping us further our mission!

The girls having mangoes.

The girls enjoying sweets.

Special meals for the children.

Get Involved with DCI’s Mission!










Visit our website (www.distressedchildren.org), sign up for DCIs newsletter
Find us on Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/DCI.International
Volunteer with DCI at home, join a chapter, or start a new chapter
Visit our projects abroad and volunteer
Host a fundraising event
Create a partnership between your organization and DCI
Sponsor a child or donate to one of our other programs
Help us spread the word: introduce your friends, colleagues, and relatives to DCI!

THANK YOU
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