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….fighting for Rights and Sights for Children since 2003

Sun Child Sponsorship Program
(SCSP)
The Impact of the Coronavirus Pandemic on Education
Since the national lockdown in Bangladesh,
schools have been closed indefinitely. Our facilities in our project areas which include schools, libraries, community centers, and computer training
labs have all been shut down.
One of our mottos at DCI is “Education is not a
privilege; it is a right”. After much deliberation, we
decided to organize
an education material distribution in Nilphamari and
Patuakhali, where the thousands of children in our
sponsorship programs reside. Our field workers
went around in vans distributing necessary learning
materials: such as folders, pens, pencils, paper,
notebooks, worksheets, workbooks by grade, etc. to
the communities and to the children’s homes. Our
goal is to keep the children engaged and make sure
that they have the
materials they need
to continue their
studies. In our programs, for the past 18 years
with your support we have continued to instill the
importance of education to the children and to
their parents through awareness sessions and
through reinforcing the idea that to flourish, thrive
and become independent, productive citizens of
the community, it is imperative to focus on education.
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Recommencing Our Tutoring Sessions
This month, we decided to recommence our tutoring sessions that are typically held all year
round. Instead of holding large groups, we
have organized smaller tutoring group sessions
with the children in our SunChild Sponsorship
Program by grades.
We are following all precautions necessary to
ensure safety during this pandemic, including wearing masks, and having a limited number of children per
tutor. We are incredibly
grateful to have a community
of tutors in our programs, who are volunteers,
teachers, social workers and, including individuals
who were a part of our programs as a sponsored
child themselves who have graduated and are now
giving back to the community.

Word Matching Competition
This month we held a word matching competition
in the Nilphamari project areas, to increase learning in English vocabulary
and to engage with the
children in our SunChild
Sponsorship Programs.
We are so proud of all
the participants! Leaning
English is a pivotal part of
education and we want to encourage the children
to work on their enunciation, reading, spelling and
writing.

Those Who Can’t Dream
152.1 Million

263 Million

Child Laborer’s Worldwide

Children out of School!

May be not millions or hundreds,– but you can help one child dream

JOIN DCI & Change a Life at: www.distressedchildren.org
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Orphan Support Program (OSP)
Learning at SunChild Home
The COVID-19 pandemic has greatly affected every student around the
world, and for the 45 girls at SunChild Home, it
has changed their lives. Since attending inperson school has
come to a halt,
each child follows
their own schedule,
to implement recreational activities, as
well as an allotment of study time every day.
Educational institutions have their own policies regarding online lessons, and the children are attending their school
lessons as well as separate online tutoring
sessions to
help aid their
studies. Our
volunteer
abroad program has organized a
number of volunteers who are using virtual platforms to tutor the children in various topics including: English, mathematics, science, history, etc. Thank you to all
of our volunteers who make education fun, challenging, and insightful!

Get Involved in DCI’s Mission!

Take Action: Join Our Efforts!
distressedchildren.org/action









Sacred Heart University volunteers at a DCI pre-school

Visit our website (www.distressedchildren.org), sign
up for DCIs newsletter
Find us on Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/
DCI.International
Volunteer with DCI at home, join a chapter, or start a
new chapter
Visit our projects abroad and apply to volunteer with
us
Host a fundraising event
Create a partnership between your organization and
DCI
Sponsor a child or donate to one of our programs
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Counseling/Awareness Sessions
Health and hygiene are of utmost importance to DCI. In order to implement a safe, healthy and hygienic environment at SunChild
Home, every month DCI holds a counseling/awareness session with
all the children. We divide the
session in 2 groups based on
age, with the older children
and the younger children being separated. The topics
were varied with discussions
about preventing dental cavities, the transmission of head
lice & body lice, healthy eating, how to prevent and treat
chronic diarrhea, and prevention of parasites such as pinworms. Every month, the House Mother
reviews home cleanliness tasks with all the children: including
sweeping, washing the floors, maintaining their personal areas,
dusting the shelves, etc.

Nutritious Food
Eating a balanced diet leads to a fit & healthy life, aids in the prevention of diseases,
and boosts recovery from illnesses. Every day, DCI’s SunChild Home uses a chart to
make sure to provide adequate nourishment for
the 45 girls. The chart contains guidelines for
nutrition and provides a list of foods that the children can eat on a seasonal basis: such as green
leafy vegetables, carbohydrate rich
items, cereals,
millets, fruits,
vegetables,
milk, milk
products, etc. Every day, there is a schedule for
main meals, as well as snacks.
CORPORATE MATCHING:
Many corporations/companies will match portions of employee donations to charity. Please
consult your HR department to determine if your employer will match your contribution to
Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI).
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Extracurricular Activities
Extracurricular activities are an imperative part of the day for all the children at
SunChild Home. These activities work as
fuel for their learning by stimulating creative thought,
improving social skills, developing interests and
talents, and
encouraging
hobbies.
Some of
these activities include, dancing, singing,
watching television shows, listening to
music, learning musical instruments such
as: the tabla, piano, flute, guitar, computer learning/training, painting, reading
books for leisure/enjoyment, etc. Every day the girls get together to talk
and play with each other.

Meet Jaheda
Jaheda Akhter was born in Bangladesh in February of 2008.
When she was an infant, her family suffered a great tragedy
when her mother passed away. After some time, her father
remarried and had 2 more children with his wife. They were
in economic distress, and it was difficult to sustain all 3 of
the children. Therefore, Jaheda and her 2 sisters came to
live in SunChild Home several years ago. She received a
GPA-5 on her Primary School Certificate examination as well as, a board scholarship. She is
an avid singer, and is a member of the vocal program at
Benuka Institution of Fine Arts, and has performed in
several stage programs. She won many awards from Benuka and other institutions. One of Jaheda’s passions is
participating in school sports competitions, and she is exceptionally active.

Please join us! Donate to safeguard children and families in this
COVID-19 crisis at: https://distressedchildren.org/catalog/covid-19/
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There are nearly 48 million blind people worldwide.
87% live in underdeveloped countries.
2 million live in Bangladesh and 12 million in India.
500,000 children lose their sight each year.
The leading cause of blindness is cataracts.

Give the gift of vision @ distressedchildren.org

500,000 children lose their sight each year.

85% of cases of visual impairment are avoidable.

From the Executive Director’s Desk
Hello!
I am so excited for you to read DCI’s February 2021 Newsletter. After all, you are the reason we have so much
great news to share.
We know that during the hardest of times, nearly a year ago when all the schools and DCI’s facilities closed, you
were with us. And we welcome you to join us in our mission to continue to help those in dire need, through donations, volunteer work and by reaching out to us to join us in our most important mission. We, and the families you
have stood by are forever in your debt. We cannot thank you enough for your generous and compassionate contributions which have led to thousands of families receiving these essential products during their time of great need.
Your kindness will make a lasting impact on the children and communities to rebuild and recover. We are very
grateful that you chose DCI to partner with to do so much good. Let’s work together to change lives, one at a time.
Thank you for supporting us!

Warmly,

Ehsan Hoque, MBBS, Ph.D.
Founder and Honorary Executive Director
Distressed Children & Infants International (DCI)

“The function of education is to
teach one to think.”

- Martin Luther King Jr.
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